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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
  
As we come towards the end of the second week of Term 2, we are excited as a school community to commence the 
gradual transitioning back of our students from next Monday 11 May.  We understand that some families and students 
will be very excited, whilst others may be a little hesitant and even quite nervous.  These are all natural feelings during 
this time of unprecedented times.  By slowly transitioning our students back, staff can support each and every child to feel 
once again comfortable and that school is just as it was before they left.   The feedback was extremely positive and 
helpful in providing further ways to support our school community. It is important that parents please take time to read 
important information within this newsletter to assist in the safe transition commencing next week.  Thank you to the 
parents who attended the two Zoom meetings yesterday.  
 

“God gave mothers special gifts, 
He made them unique. 

But one thing that all mothers love, 
Are Kisses on the cheek.” 

 

This Sunday we have the opportunity to display in words and actions our appreciation and thanks to all the mothers in our 
lives. Unfortunately for children, mothers and grandparents this year there has not been the opportunities as a school 
community to celebrate Mother’s Day (Mothers’ Day stall, Mothers’ Day Mass, Mothers’ Day morning tea). But our 
students can still with their family (and two visitors) take the time this Sunday to thank their mum, grandmother and 
mother figures through gifts, nourishment and prayer for the encouragement, support, compassion, forgiveness and 
consistency they display each and every day, especially during these difficult times. 
  
As an adult I reflect on all that my mother did to support, guide, encourage and discipline my brothers, sister and I during 
our childhood and adolescence. It was ultimately not what our mother did for us but what she taught us to do for 
ourselves, that was the most important gift. Whilst there were no doubt times when we whinged, whined and complained, 
she continued to persevere. I watch with tremendous admiration and appreciation now for all that my wife Lynda does for 
our three boys, even when they become adults, that innate sense of love, compassion and care 24/7. 
  
This Sunday is an opportunity for us to express our gratitude and thanks for all that mothers do.  Our student leaders on 
behalf of our school community would like to thank our mums and have created the following clip. 
 

Happy Mothers’ Day to all our Mums, Grandmothers and mother figures. 
Enjoy the special day with your family. 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZdmOmHGE9jmL0wfhr_BK6BHPoLaNUk8r/view?usp=sharing


 
 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Covid-19 has brought us a lot of new challenges to face as families, as a community and as a school. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you as parents for taking on the role of teacher and educator in the learning of your children. We 
know that it is difficult balancing your day (especially if you are working from home) with the education of your child or 
children. We appreciate that you are doing your very best to follow the learning activities provided by the teachers and we 
understand that some family households have a number of children needing each other’s time.  
 
I want to thank the teachers who have worked extremely hard preparing the learning for you. Please understand that they 
still have children in the classroom that they are supporting as well as preparation of the online learning grids. Wherever 
possible they are providing feedback to work already submitted and are making notes that will go towards assessment 
and reporting. Teachers have done their best to keep the activities as easy as possible for the children so they can be 
completed independently but there will be times that you still need to provide the instructions for them. So thank you. 
 
The hardest thing for us as parents though is to let our children struggle. With the toy that they don’t know how to work, 
the worksheet they are supposed to cut up or the maths problem they can't solve. We need to let them work it out. We 
need to let them struggle rather than doing it for them. Let them discover a new way to play with that toy. Let them go 
back to another sheet and cut it out. Let them go back to the maths problem and work out where they went wrong. We 
know that you know how....but let them discover that for themselves! Allow them time, verbally encourage them but don't 
do it for them. When they do the work, they do the learning.  
 

 
 
As the children gradually head back to school this term it is important that we prepare them mentally and physically for 
school again. Some children may be anxious about returning after such a long period. Some families may be out of 
routine and children are staying up later or sleeping in longer. Can I please encourage families to get back into routine as 
much as possible to help with the transition back to school. Set a wake up time each day (around 7, 7:30), get dressed 
and out of pyjamas, have breakfast and end the day with a reasonable bedtime. To help relieve the anxiety, arrive at 
school before the bell (which rings at 8.30), let them know that the teachers are excited to see them and provide them 
with all the equipment they will need for the day (ie chromebook if leant out, pencil case, readers etc). 
 
I know over the last few weeks, it hasn’t been easy and we all have been, at times, in the learning pit. So please stay 
happy, stay active, be a learner, visit the iLearn@home site, be safe and let's all make sure that we go into this term with 
a positive mindset for learning. 
 
Tracy Hoey 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

Easter Message  
We live in a society eager for certainty, scientific explanations, and clear answers. In such a world, to believe in the 
mystery of Easter, to have faith in something we cannot fully understand, is not only counter-cultural, it is a small 
rebellion! Believing the mystery, realigns us. It is an orientation of awe and wonder, of trust in God, of hope in everlasting 
love. 
 
The Easter season lasts for fifty days, from Easter Sunday through to Pentecost Sunday. Consider taking time this Easter 
season to sit with this mystery, to feel the discomfort of uncertainty and to rest in God’s great love which is, in the fullness 
of time, making all things new. 
 
The incredible narrative of Jesus’s resurrection we tell at Easter can sometimes sound like we have given a neat and tidy 
ending to a challenging story. But Easter is not the end of the story, it is a new beginning. 
 
The story that unfolds after the Resurrection, from the Ascension to Pentecost and beyond, is equally compelling. In the 
mystery of the Ascension, we celebrate Christ returning to God the Father and at Pentecost we celebrate Christ sending 
us his Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church. The narrative of Christ’s resurrection is still unfolding, 2000 years later, for 
we all receive the gift of the Holy Spirit at our baptism, which leads us deeper into the knowledge and love of God. 
 
This Easter season may we take time to consider our part in the Resurrection story, our lives in light of the Risen Christ. 

 

Sacraments 
This term the students at St Patrick’s will be focusing on an aspect of Sacraments in their Religious 
Education Curriculum however, the students in Years 2, 3 and 5 will have more direct focus on the 
Sacraments that they will be preparing to receive later this year (if they haven’t already done so 
through baptism). Year 2 will be focusing on Penance, Year 3 the Eucharist and Year 5 
Confirmation. If Parents have any questions regarding their child receiving the Sacraments, please 
contact me through the school office or by sending an email to the school. 
 

Ways to stay connected with our Faith 
STAYING CONNECTED DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

We’re not closed… we’re just doing church differently. 

The global pandemic COVID-19 has forced us to adjust and adapt how we do church and stay connected to one another 
as a congregation. 
  
Discipleship is about your own spiritual and religious rhythms as well as walking alongside others who are following Jesus 
together in community. Here are a few things you can do: 

● Practise contemplative or centering prayer. Pray using Lectio Devina, the daily examen or the daily office method 
with a prayer book. Also, try the Pray As You Go website or mobile app. You can listen at home or on the go. It 
only takes about 10 minutes! 

● Make prayer a part of your family routine, morning, before meals, at noon and at bedtime. 
● Join the St Patrick’s Catholic Church Guildford on facebook to get their mass feeds or go to their website 

https://guildfordcatholicchurch.org.au/ for updates. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0o5J0-8OA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0o5J0-8OA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynoYe7H0qE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynoYe7H0qE4
https://youtu.be/gKYEOc3ik9k
https://youtu.be/gKYEOc3ik9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=75s&v=Kafkh_SQ1RI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=75s&v=Kafkh_SQ1RI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_0TmBkqdvU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_0TmBkqdvU
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://guildfordcatholicchurch.org.au/
https://guildfordcatholicchurch.org.au/


 

Feast Days 
12th May  Sts Nereus and Achilleus, St Pancras 
13th May Our Lady of Fatima 
14th May St Matthias 
20th May St Bernardine of Siena 
21st May St Christopher Magallanes 
24th May Ascension of the Lord 
25th May  Our Lady Help of Christians 
26th May St Philip Neri 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Wardeh Khoury 

 

MANAGED RETURN TO SCHOOL BASED ON HOUSE COLOURS 

From Week 3 the scheduled day for students to attend will be as follows … 

Monday: Matthew (green) and children of essential workers 
Tuesday: Mark (red) and children of essential workers 
Wednesday: Luke (yellow) and children of essential workers 
Thursday: John (blue) and children of essential workers 
Friday: children of essential workers 

 
As per the skoolbag notification, each student’s colour house is listed on the iLearn@home site under each grade’s tab. 
https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/ilearnhome/home 

 

UPDATED DROP OFF AND PICK UP PROCEDURES FROM MONDAY 11 MAY 

As we commence the gradual transitioning of our students back to school and to comply with 
government guidelines, the following will be in place from Monday 11 May. 
● Drop off  

○ Parents are to remain in their car and students to disembark onto the footpath and walk 
immediately into the school grounds via either the top administration gate or the gate 
between the church and the presbytery. No parents are to enter the school grounds 
or church grounds.  Parents are requested not to park or stop in the bus zone.  A fine of 
$268 may be incurred. (Please note, the school crossing at the top of Calliope Street is not 
supervised at the moment, as Roads and Maritime Services have been unable to train a 
new crossing supervisor due to COVID19). 

● Pick up 
○ Pick up from hall - we request that parents observe the social distancing signage and 

dots up the driveway and follow the directions of staff.  Parents/carers are to enter via the 
driveway gates and exit via the pedestrian gate gate (one family at a time).  A family will 
be announced and students are to walk promptly to their parent/carer and exit the school 
grounds immediately and leave the school site.  For the safety of students, no child will be 
allowed out the gate without a parent/adult observing the above procedure.  

○ Walkers - parents are to remain in their cars and students will walk with social distance 
up Calliope Street and enter their family car via the pedestrian side doors. Students will be 
supervised to cross the bridge and are expected to walk to their parent/carer. Parents who 
park in Trenton Rd and Byron Rd are requested to observe social distancing. 

○ Bus - Students will line up with social distancing. 

 

CANTEEN - OPERATING MORNING TEA & LUNCH FROM MONDAY 11 MAY  

The school canteen will reopen from Monday 11 May for morning tea and lunch only.  Lunch orders are to be 
ordered via the Flexischool app.  The canteen will NOT be open prior to school.  As per the end of Term 1 
prior to the close of the canteen, line markings have been painted to ensure social distancing when queuing.  
 
 

 

https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/ilearnhome/home
https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/ilearnhome/home


 

WELLBEING 

As we enter into Term 2 the children are readjusting to learning both remotely as well as at school. At St Patrick’s we 
have our school expectations which the staff, students and community have been following. This week we have shared 
with the 3- 6 students a modified version of the school expectations to help them with their learning whether at home or at 
school.  At all times and in all situations it is important that the students know that there are always expectations on being 
a Safe, Respectful Learner. 

 
 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

We would like to wish all our wonderful mums a very happy Mother’s Day on Sunday. Look out in the mail for something 
special on its way to you. 
 
A BLESSING FOR MOTHER’S  
May the Lord bless you and keep you – 
in times of joy and in times of trial. 
 
May the Lord make his face shine on you – 
that you, in turn, may be the face of God to those you mother. 
 
May the Lord be gracious to you – 
that you may be the instrument of grace in your families and communities. 
 
And may the Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace – 
that you might bring peace to your homes, to your families, to your work and to your world. 

 

CANCELLATION/POSTPONEMENT OF EVENTS 

Due to the Government’s ongoing physical distancing protocols many events for this term have been postponed or 
cancelled including Mother’s Day (Stall, Breakfast and Liturgy), Athletics Carnival, Sport Gala Days, excursions, Parent 
meetings and celebrations for 200years of Catholic Education in Australia. School assemblies and whole school 
gatherings will continue to be postponed until further advice from government authorities. 

 
 



 

SCHOOL LEADERS THOUGHTS 

Mr Jones and Mrs Hoey zoomed with our school leaders last week. They asked them some questions in regards to 
remote learning and this is what they had to say… 
 
Maddison  

“What I've learnt about myself whilst learning at home is that I get distracted very easily with social media and 
when I don’t know what to do, it's very easy to get off track. Also with having four other children in my house 
that need to do school work it's really hard to concentrate on my own work. Learning at home also has some 
positives to it, for example, children are learning how to be independent when learning, and not go to the 
teacher for everything. Let's be honest, school is something that you want until you don't have it. I know 
everyone misses their friends, but for me I really miss having a teacher in the class to explain how to do the 
task because sometimes the tasks that we are expected to do are just too confusing without a teacher. 
Something I'm looking forward to when we go back to school is seeing my friends. I miss them so, so, so much 
and I'm sure every single one of you can agree.” 
 

Isabella  
“What I have learnt about myself whilst working at home is that I get my work done a little slower than a 
normal day at school. I think that is because I've noticed that I find it harder to work independently where at 
school we always have the teacher by our side for help and assistance when we need it. Also at home I find 
that because I have 3 other siblings I get really distracted especially whilst trying to zoom with my classmates. 
Being at home at the end of the day doesn’t bother me either way because at least I’m getting my work done 
regardless of the distraction. I have enjoyed having the time to talk to my parents and see them most of the 
day. I also enjoy having my own work space in my room with no one else’s mess or things surrounded in my 
work space. I have missed being at school because at school I like having those class discussions and class 
prayers and I also love having the social connections amongst my friends and I. One other thing I miss about 
school Is even just being around my teachers and classmates they make you feel very welcomed and loved. I 

am looking forward to coming back to school because I miss being around everyone and having the teacher available if you are 
stuck on something and need help. I would love nothing other than to come back and be an even better responsible St Patrick’s 
Student Leader! Can’t wait to be back!!” 
 
Chris  

“What I have been learning about myself whilst working at home is that I get work done wayyyyy faster than at 
school, even though I am still getting a bit distracted by my friends when talking on zoom. Secondly what I 
enjoy about being at home is that you are more free for example to go to the toilet, you can talk while you are 
working and you get to learn how to manage your own time (which is a very useful skill especially when you 
are a grown up and get a job). Talking about skills children are becoming way more independent, which in my 
opinion is fantastic. What I have missed about school and what I am looking forward to about school, is with no 
doubt, everything. I am sure you agree too, and also taking back the responsibility of being a student leader.”  
 
 
 

George 
“Things that I have learnt whilst working from home is that you have to structure your day out even though you 
have a timetable it's just easier to control your day. End of last term I was distracted by social media but then I 
got used to the daily routine of waking up at 8:00am in the morning  and getting on zoom to start the day off. I 
find when I start the day off, I find it easier to get through the learning for the day. What I enjoy about online 
school is that learning is more straightforward and wayyyyyy easier. I miss school so much and I especially 
miss socialising with different people and mostly my friends and seeing the teachers in person. The thing I'm 
happy with coming back to school is taking the position of being a school leader. Can't wait to get back to 
school!!” 

 

WINTER SCHOOL UNIFORM  CONTACTING THE SCHOOL  CANTEEN 

Students return in full winter school 
uniform for Term 2. We understand 
however that the purchasing of winter 
uniforms is difficult at this time so 
until children have their full winter 
uniform they are permitted to return in 
either their full summer uniform or 
their sports uniform.  

 If you have any questions or issues 
with learning at home please don’t 
hesitate to contact the school either 
by email at 
stpatsguildford@parra.catholic.edu.au  
or by phone 8728 7300 

 The canteen will be open from 
Monday 11th April for recess and 
lunch only. 

 
 



 

BELL TIMES  SCHOOL BANKING  CLOTHING POOL 

School time is from 8:30am - 2:40pm 
 
Just a reminder that supervision 
finishes at 3:10pm to enable staff to 
attend meetings. Please ensure you 
have picked up your child(ren) by this 
time.  If you are running late, please 
ring the school office to inform the 
school of an approximate time of 
arrival. 

 No school banking on Tuesdays  
 
Due to the current COVID-19 
circumstances, school banking is 
temporarily on hold. We will update 
families when banking resumes.  

 To adhere with current advice, the 
St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will 
operate by 
completing a “Wish 
to Order” form at the 
office. School staff 
will attempt to meet 
the request if items 
are available 

 

FEE RELIEF FOR FAMILIES EXPEREINCEING HARDSHIP DUE TO COVID-19 

As the impact of COVID-19 continues to be felt in the community and by our families, we are committed to ensuring no 
child is denied an opportunity to attend a Catholic school because of financial hardship. Learn about the simple new 
process to assist families who are experiencing difficulties with school fees due to COVID-19 here. 
Please contact Cathy Hatszuker in the office if you wish to know your outstanding fees. If you would like a copy of your 
school fee statement, please email the school. 

 

OPAL CARDS 

To travel on a bus it's essential all school students have a valid School Opal Card or Child Opal Card.  
 
We would like to ask you to remind your children to always TAP ON AND OFF each time they get on the 
bus. This is very important because if they don’t do this they are invisible. Without accurate patronage data, 
Transport for NSW has the option to withdraw low patronised services. 
 
If you would like to apply for a bus pass please go to transportnsw.info/school-students.  

 

TIPS FROM OUR SCHOOL  COUNSELLORS - TRANSITIONING BACK TO SCHOOL 

In the next couple of weeks, children will gradually be returning to school after weeks of remote learning. Routines during                    
remote learning may look very different to a typical school day. Your children may be accustomed to going to sleep later and/or                      
waking up later. They may have had more freedom in the morning to play and watch t.v and their meal times may have been                        
whenever they felt hungry. Here are a couple quick tips to help make the transition from home to the classroom easier for you                       
and your child. 

Validation: Let your child know that their nervous or apprehensive feelings about returning to school are normal. The                  
knowledge that they are not alone in this experience will help your child feel that they are being heard and understood. For                      
further ideas on supporting your child’s emotions during this time refer to the ‘Reconnect and Re-engage’ handout on St                   
Patrick’s parent ilearn@home site.  

Morning Routines: Create structure and predictability with a morning routine. Use this routine even on the days that they are                    
not going to school, this way your child knows what is going to happen and has clear expectations. A morning routine may                      
include: wake up at ... o ‘clock, shower/brush teeth, get dressed, have breakfast, leave the house by … o’clock. A visual chart                      
may help to keep everyone on track. . 

Afternoons: Try to implement an afternoon (after school) routine that is typical for your family on a school day. For example:                     
afternoon tea, outdoor play, reading, indoor play, dinner. 

Bedtime: Bedtime can be one of the hardest transitions. Having good sleep is vital in children’s learning, memory and                   
emotional stability. Sleep restores our kids’ brains and allows their bodies to repair. The hormone levels that rise during the day                     
can return to normal levels when our children sleep. Children aged 5-13 years need an uninterrupted 9 to 11 hours of sleep per                       
night. The following can assist in ensuring your child gets a good night sleep: have a consistent bed and wake up time, a calm                        
night time routine, avoid screens one hour before bedtime, and keep bedrooms as screen free zones.  

Ultimately, be guided by your knowledge and history of what best supports your child during times of change and transition. 

Angelique Fernandez (Mon - Wed) & Julie Poli (Wed & Thurs) 
 
References: 
https://childmind.org                       https://www.parentingideas.com.au 

https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/FeeRelief?fbclid=IwAR2REjSDEX1zfCPbxlZ26T9iy_yFuONyXQ8W8HT-OLrFmjbKQw0jFkAVb4s
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/FeeRelief?fbclid=IwAR2REjSDEX1zfCPbxlZ26T9iy_yFuONyXQ8W8HT-OLrFmjbKQw0jFkAVb4s
https://childmind.org/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/


 
 

IMPORTANT HEALTH INFORMATION  

 

The following will be in place until further notice 
based on The Australian Health Protection 
Principal Committee (AHPPC) advice. 

● Students will continue to be reminded 
about the importance of regularly washing 
hands. 

● Hand sanitisers have been installed and 
are located in close proximity to all 
entrances to work spaces. 

● All administration areas are signed with the 
maximum number of adults permitted with 
social distancing. 

● An Infrared Non-Contact Forehead 
Thermometer has been purchased for the 
administration office.  Please note that this 
will only be used should a child/staff 
member present as being unwell. 

● Additional cleaning procedures have been 
put into place as per the AHPPC advice. 

● Windows and doors will be open to 
increase the amount of fresh air. 

● Bubblers and communal water 
fountains/bubblers have been switched off. 
Please ensure that students bring water. 

● Student work being submitted 
electronically, where feasible  

● Students to bring in personal headphones 

 

 
 
 



 

RECONNECT AND RE-ENGAGE! 

Tips for parents to support their child’s return to onsite schooling following the Covid-19 Pandemic  
 

With schools starting to return to a routine of on site learning our children can be filled with mixed emotions. 
It is also very normal that some children may display symptoms of separation anxiety as they anticipate this 
change to the routine that they had adjusted to during the pandemic, along with the natural ongoing worries 
that continue about Covid-19 in Australia. As parents and carers it is important for us to be prepared to 
respond to and support these differing emotions that arise in our children so that we can support their 
transition back to a school routine successfully.  
 

Your child may be experiencing a myriad of emotions about returning to school after such a long absence from attending school 
during the pandemic. Some of the emotions they may be feeling include;  
● Happiness - They might be happy to play and engage with their friends and recommence a more ‘normal’ style of play on the 

school grounds.  
● Worry - Children may be worried about what they have missed out on by not being present at school both socially and 

academically. They may be concerned that their friendships have changed. When your child returns to school their closest 
friends or supports may not be physically present at school the same day they are and this may also cause your child to worry 
about returning.  

● Insecure - Your child may be more concerned about the threat of COVID-19 in school and the presence of germs. School has 
always been a safe place for your child and with all of the changes which have occured in the environment, that sense of 
security may be challenged. This may result in a reluctance to attend school. 

● Excitement - Your child might be excited to leave home and return to the regular routine of face to face school, including 
seeing their classroom teacher.  

 

What behaviours to expect in primary school children  
Primary aged children often struggle with communicating their feelings and worries verbally to us. Their main communication tool 
for us to interpret what they may be experiencing is their behaviour. The following behaviours may present in children who are 
feeling apprehensive about returning to school after the pandemic:  
Refusal or hesitation around attending 
school  

Whinging  Difficulty sleeping, 
nightmares 

Being unusually clingy  Teary, crying, 
distressed 

Physical symptoms such as 
headaches, stomachaches, nausea  

Shaking with fear Shyness Withdrawing 
from others 

Lacking trust in their teacher or 
other school staff  

Refusing to speak 

 

Strategies and practical tips  
Our parenting - adults are in a challenging position as we too have mixed feelings about the ‘return to normal’ post pandemic, 
and we may be processing the numerous impacts it has had on our family. Try to be kind to yourself and monitor your own 
wellbeing daily so that you are aware when you may be less resilient or tolerant than usual, and can take action in the form of self 
care to restore some balance.  
● Being available to recognise and respond with compassion to behaviours that may indicate your child is struggling with 

returning to school.  
● Our children look to the adults in their lives for guidance on how to react, feel and behave. Remember that they are sponges 

that absorb from us even when we aren’t aware. Try to limit their exposure to negative conversations, media messages, and 
anything that may add to their worries about returning to school.  

 

Practical strategies - anytime your child has experienced separation anxiety you have probably already used a range of 
strategies to help them cope and adjust to being away from you. Some strategies that may help during this time include:  

● If you suspect your child will struggle with the transition back to school let their teacher know as soon as you can, so that 
the school can be best prepared to provide consistent support when they arrive at school.  

● Support your child to connect with their class teacher or another familiar staff member when they arrive at school, or even 
settle into a game with their familiar friends.  

● Remind your child of who/when/how they are getting home from school.  
● Say goodbye briefly, don’t make it longer than it needs to be. Being kind but firm.  
● Maintain a calm relaxed demeanour, even though it can be upsetting if your child is distressed to leave you.  
● Sometimes a small familiar item from home carried by the child provides some reassurance to the child while they are away 

from their parents. Choose an item that isn’t sentimental or too large and distracting in class. Sometimes even a family 
photo or a photo of their pet helps a child’s sense of connection to home.  

● Similarly, you could pop a note in your child’s lunch box that they can look forward to.  
● Some parents find that their children are reassured by drawing a heart on their child’s hand, telling the child that they can 

touch/press it when they want to feel close to their parents/family. If you have concerns about your child's emotional 
wellbeing, please do not hesitate to contact your school or classroom teacher who will consult the school counsellor for 
additional support to be provided to your family during these challenging times.  

 

Written by Karina Greenfield and Jessica Austin, CEDP Wellbeing Counsellors 



 
 

PREMIER'S READING CHALLENGE 

2020 Challenge: Important update - April 15 2020. 
 
There have been important updates to the 2020 PRC Challenge rules to help all students meet the Challenge requirements this year. 
Please see the Rules page https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/rules.html for more information on these amendments. 
Key changes include: 

● All students will be able to include 10 choice books on their 2020 Student reading records. Please refer to the support article 
https://prcsupport.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/24000054175 for information on adding bonus choice books.  

● All students will be able to include books read as part of collaborative reading with teachers or parents/ carers, either in 
person or online. 

● Students who do not complete the Challenge in 2020 will not be disadvantaged from achieving cumulative PRC awards in the 
future.  

There are 16 weeks to go in the Challenge. So far there are a total of 129 students registered for the Challenge. 39 students have 
logged into their accounts and started adding to their reading logs. Details on how to do this were included in the Newsletter 4 Term 1 
or at https://prcsupport.freshdesk.com/support/home  
 
If you wish to join the challenge you still can. You just need to return the permission note that was sent to all students and you will be 
then issued with a username and password. Every student has access to an online catalogue of ebooks where you will find many PRC 
books to borrow and read. Just ask your teacher for the details.  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have completed the Challenge.  
Eli Encamacao 1F, Georgia Scaltrito 2H, Leila-Marie Khoury 3F, Zachary Opoku 5C, Isabella Scaltrito 5M and Andrew Scaltrito 6Z. 
 
WHO WILL FINISH NEXT??? 

 

BUILDING UPDATE 

Currently the builders are… 
● installing the plumbing for the toilets and amenities  
● digging and framing the piers to support the first floor  
● constructing the scaffold for the first floor (Years 5 and 6) at the western end of the site  
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