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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents,  
 
Recently I came across an article by Michael Grose on 12 positive personal attributes to raise confident, well-balanced, 
resilient 21st Century children.  I would like to share a summary of these personal attributes with you. 

 
Persistence 

Children understand the link between persistence and success in all areas of their endeavour. 
Personal responsibility 

Children are encouraged to take responsibility for their own behaviour. 
Respect 

Children are encouraged to treat others with grace and kindness. Manners are respect in action. 
Making friends 

Children have the skills and attitudes to make friends and work effectively within groups. 
Handling rejection 

Children can handle rejection, disappointment and failure realistically. They are able to bounce back from these 
situations. 

Managing emotions 
Children can effectively manage their emotions in healthy ways to minimise the negative effect on others. 

Resolving conflict 
Children know a variety of ways to manage conflict without using power or avoidance. 

Smart decision-making 
Children can impact positively on their own well-being and the well-being of others. 

Optimism 
Children have a positive view of the future and feel confident in their ability to deal with challenges. 

Health and fitness 
Children’s lifestyle contributes positively to their physical well-being and personal confidence. 

Motivation 
Children are personally motivated to achieve and improve. 

Organisation 
Children can organise time, space and possessions to maximise effectiveness at school and at home. 

 
Of course, these don’t evolve overnight, but take time, encouragement and support by all who enter the life of a child… 
parents, teachers, coaches, neighbours, friends ... Every little interaction counts. 
 
All the best for your interactions in the upcoming week. 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 6 
22/11 9:00am-9:30am Year 2 RSPCA 

Incursion 
           Filming @ St Patrick’s 
Week 7 
25/11- 28/11 School Dentist Visit 
25/11  Assembly (Hall) 
27/11  Sporting Skills Program (Yrs 3-6) 

8:45am Penance -  6KM 
9:15am Mass - Kindergarten 

1/12 1st Sunday of Advent 

Week 8  
2/12 Swimming Carnival 
4/12 Sporting Skills Program (Yrs 3-6) 
5/12 8.45am Penance - 6R 
        10:45am Penance - 6A 
8/12 2nd Sunday of Advent 

 Videoing at St Patrick’s 
Swimming Carnival 
RE-SCHEDULED League Tag 
Gala Day 
St Patrick’s Christmas Concert 
 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

KB Izayah Obeid 
Rishaan Chauhan 

KM Jayney Hafoka 
Moses Feury-Macfory 

1CF Angelina Farrah 
 

1F Orin Sarwer 
Kaylah Reynolds 

2A Levi Boustani 
Maxmillion Karadjian  

2C Joseph Tarabay  
Akenese Amone 

2F Leila-Maria Khoury 
Tony Chidiac-DiMascio  

3D Elijah Saba  
Cara Lombardo  

3F Sienna Piperpoint 
Zane Fontana 

3GS Adriana Antoun 
Alexander El Maalouf 

4B Raquel Ters 
Connor Reynolds 

4F Ruhan Sitoula 
Serena Kartabani 

4SM Noah Nohra 
Joseph Saleh 

5A  
Alix Carey 

5C Sharna Dias 
George Yacoub 

5M  
Isabella Hourani 

6A John -Paul ElBacha 
Teresa Yagki 

6KM Reeves Boustani 
Jean-Paul Mattar 

6R Anthony Nguyen 

 

 
 



 

LITERACY LEARNING LINKS 

Every student at St Patrick’s everyday participates in The Writing Block. During the writing block teachers 
teach Handwriting - the formation of letters with consistent size and slope. Handwriting is not just about putting 
pencil to paper. It’s multi-tasking! Your mind tells you what to write, your hand moves to form the letters, and 
your eyes focus on the writing. 

 
 
As parents, you can help transform your child’s scribbles into 
legible writing by doing the following:  
 
1. Encourage your child to hold their pencil correctly. Children love 
to use pens and crayons, but to help them practise their handwriting 
always ensure that they use good quality pencils. Encourage your 
child to hold the pencil with their thumb, index and middle fingers. 
 
 

2. Encourage your child to relax their grip. Closely monitor your child’s writing. If there is a strong imprint on 
the next page, then that means your child is applying too much pressure on the pencil. While the handwriting 
might turn out to be neat, this undue pressure is unhealthy for your child. Such pressure could lead to finger 
cramping and tiring of their hand. Help your child strengthen their wrist and fingers by doing activities like 
cutting paper, colouring, using cutlery, playing LEGO, using clay or playdough and stringing beads. 
 
3. Proportions matter: A primary 
reason why children fail to develop 
good handwriting is due to the lack of 
focus on proportion. Each letter is 
designed in a specific way and good 
handwriting will maintain the size, 
width, distance and style perfectly. 
Provide your child with unruled pages 
to start off. They need to first learn to 
form their letters correctly before they 
learn their size and slope. We teach 
children NSW foundation style. Model 
and show your child the difference 
between a capital letter and a 
lowercase letter. Both in size and style. 
As children head into the older grades 
help them develop a cursive and fluent 
handwriting style. 
 
4. Be encouraging. Children need a 
happy and positive environment at all 
times, and this includes during writing 
time. Posture and angle play a role 
too. Provide your child with a 
convenient table, chair (with back 
support) and a table lamp. 
 
Tracy Hoey 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Today, the 21st of November, we celebrate the memorial of the Presentation of Mary in the temple. 
This feast recalls a legend that Mary’s parents dedicated her to God at the temple when she was three 
years old.  In the temple, she joined the girls who spent their days praying, reading Scripture, and 
serving the temple priests. Mary’s life was grace-filled and wholly given over to the Holy Spirit from the 
time of her conception. 

We ask Mary to pray for us to fulfill God’s plan for our life. 
Where we may stray onto a road not chosen, 

May her hand guide us back to where God wants us to be. 
Where we need to wait for a new plan to begin, 

Give us the grace to remain patient and say, "Your will be done." 
Blessed Virgin Mary, pray for us. 

 
CATHOLIC MISSION FUNDRAISING 
Thankyou to all the students who participated in the activities organised by the Shamrocks to help raise funds for 
Catholic Missions’ work in Ghana. Our last two Shamrocks organised activities were the Puppet Making 
Competition with the theme “Sock it to Poverty” and the Primary disco, which was so much fun.  
Congratulations to Alexia Hashim and Elias Moussa for their creative sock puppets. 
  
 

So far we have raised a total of $711. Each class has a mission box that children can contribute to regularly.  
All contributions this term will go to Catholic Missions. 
Thank you for the ongoing support and outreach to those who are less fortunate than ourselves. “Never see a need 
without doing something about it.” St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
 
ADVENT- HOPE 

Advent is the beginning of the Church Year for most churches in the Western 
tradition.This year it falls on the 1st of December. It begins on the fourth Sunday 
before Christmas Day, which is the Sunday nearest November 30, and ends on 
Christmas Eve (Dec 24). 

 
The primary sanctuary colour of Advent is Purple. This is the colour of penitence 
and fasting as well as the colour of royalty to welcome the Advent of the King. The 
purple of Advent is also the colour of suffering used during Lent and Holy Week. 
This points to an important connection between Jesus’ birth and death. 

 
The circle of the Advent wreath reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and endless mercy, which has no 
beginning or end. The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we have in God, the hope of newness, of 
renewal, of eternal life. Candles symbolise the light of God coming into the world through the birth of His son. 
The four outer candles represent the period of waiting during the four Sundays of Advent, which themselves 
symbolise the four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ. 
 
The first candle that is lit symbolises HOPE. It is sometimes referred to as the Prophecy. Long before the 
Incarnation of Jesus, the people waited for the coming of the Messiah. They bonded in Hope through all their 
trials and tribulations for his birth so that he could fulfil the prophecy and bring them closer to God through 
eternal life.  As advent begins, let us be reminded to use the grace of HOPE when our lives become 
burdened. 

 



 

MASSES 
 
Parents and friends are welcome to attend mass with the school and parish.  
              Week 7 Wednesday 27th November               Week 8 Wednesday 4th December 
                        9.15am Kinder Mass                                    9.15am Whole School Mass  
                           Ordinary time 34                              End of Year Thanksgiving Mass and Farewells 
 

 
PRAYER GROUP 
 
Parents and children are invited to attend prayer group every Wednesday morning at 8.20am in the Year 2 
Learning space. An announcement will be made on the playground to remind everyone. This week our focus 
was on creating personal prayer cards. 

 
  

NEW RE CURRICULUM 
 
Year 1 have been learning about prayer 
in their lives. They are asking some 
great questions and discovering 
different ways they can talk to God and 
strengthen their relationship with him.  
 
 

Year 2 are discovering the Bible and how the stories in the bible teaches us about God and the love God has for 
us. They can be seen below using the bibles to reflect on scripture and create storyboards to present to their class.  

 
 
  
Year 4 are exploring Prayer Forms and the different ways of communicating with God for 
a range of purposes.  
 
 
 
 

 
FEAST DAYS 
21st November  The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
22nd November - St Cecilia 
23rd November - St Clement I, St Columban 
24th November - Sts Andrew Dung- Lac 
25th November - St Catherine of Alexandria 
26th November - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
30th November - St Andrew 
1st December- ADVENT BEGINS  

 
 



 

 
As another week draws to a close, our prayers are where our hearts and minds 
have been over the last few weeks- our sisters and brothers whose lives have 

been touched in differing ways by the bushfires. 
 
Heavenly Father, 
Help us to help those in need no matter where they might be. 
May our prayers provide them with hope  in their time of need.  
May the helping hand of those around them help them know that they 
are loved . 
Help us to bring joy and peace  to the lives of others. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.        Amen 
 

                                                                                                                                      Yours in Christ, 
  
                                                                                                                                      Wardeh Khoury 

 

WELLBEING 

Peer support  
Congratulations to the Year 6 students on running Peer Support for the past 6 weeks. The children have done 
a great job and have helped get the message across to all students that we say NO to bullying. The final 
messages for the students were:  

● STOP, WALK & TALK 
● say ‘Stop it, that’s not OK” 
● rather than watch or join in - walk away. Don’t be an audience. Invite people to join you in walking 

away.  
● Report and talk to a teacher/adult about inappropriate or unacceptable behaviour. 

 
Paddy’s message for this week is  
We are respectful by always speaking politely.  

 

YEAR 2 GRADE GEM REWARD  

Year 2 students work together to earn gems for their grade and filled their gem jar again. Year 2’s reward was 
held on Friday 15th November. Congratulations to the Year 2 students for making such a great effort to have a 

positive mindset and demonstrate the St Patrick’s Expectations of being safe, respectful learners. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BUILDING UPDATE 

Recent Open Morning - Thank you to all the parents who came to our recent open morning for parents.  So many 
parents commented so positively regarding the new learning spaces.   Comments such as calm, structure, beautiful, 
engaging, amazing were expressed as parents and families left the classrooms. The students were so excited to share 
their learning spaces and the learning that they are doing in the spaces. 
 
Top play space -  Many who have driven past and or stopped would have noticed the incredible transformation since the 
demolition of the old administration office into an amazing open synthetic grass area.  We are excited to inform the school 
community that from the beginning of next week the area will be open for play.  Temporary grass has also been laid in the 
area directly behind this synthetic grass area for use during the first stage of the next part of the building program.  This 
area will remain closed until the commencement of next year to allow the grass to establish. 
 
Demountable toilets and canteen - During the upcoming days, demountables will be delivered and over the upcoming 
weeks fitted out in preparation for the demolition and construction of the existing facilities. 
 
Upcoming Demolition - As part of the recent tender and contract agreement with the builder, the demolition of the final 
stage will commence in the week commencing 2 December (Week 8) to ensure that all demolition is completed prior to 
the commencement of the 2020 school year. 
 

          
 

              
 

YEAR 4 HIGH SCHOOL PLAN  SCHOOL BANKING  CLOTHING POOL 

Catholic Education Diocese of    
Parramatta will be inviting Year 4      
parents (via email/SMS) to complete     
a short survey. The purpose of the       
survey is to find out when parents       
make decisions about a secondary     
school and which schools in the      
Diocese they may be considering for      
their child. Feedback from the survey      
will help inform our enrolment     
planning and marketing strategies.  

 Students who are eligible for prizes 
must order by next banking day - 
Tuesday 26th November 2019.  

 
The last banking day for the year will 

be on Tuesday 10th December 
2019.  

 St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be 
open on Monday 20th November 

2019 at 8.15am. 
 

Kindergarten 2020 parents are 
welcome to purchase from the 

Clothing Pool. 
 

If you have any items to donate 
please send them to the office. 

Thank you 
 

 



 

FREE CHAIRS & DESKS  PUNCTUALITY  PARENT GROUP NEWS 

The school currently has a number of       
student desks and chairs that are no       
longer required due to the building      
program. If you would like a chair(s)       
and or desk(s) FREE please ring the       
school office or come in to arrange       
collection.  

 During the past few weeks, there has       
been an increase in the number of       
students arriving late to school. We      
would request that all parents please      
ensure that all children arrive prior to       
9am, as this is when school      
commences. Arriving late is not only      
a disruption to the learning of your       
son or daughter, but to the whole       
class.  

 We hope everyone enjoyed the 
BBQ on World Teacher’s Day and 

thank you to 
the parents who helped on the day. 

Our profit made was $1076.45. 
Our final fundraising event for the 
year will be selling raffle tickets for 

our Christmas Hampers. More 
details will come later. 

 

CUMBERLAND COUNCIL 

Join Poppy the Possum for her last Bush School session for 2019! 
Poppy will be holding her last storytime and nature play activity for the year on Monday 
2 December 2019 at the Bush School at Central Gardens in Merrylands from 10 to 
11am. The Bush School delivers engaging play-based experiences fostering an 
understanding and appreciation of the environment through literacy. All are welcome, 
sessions have no charge and bookings are not required.  
 
For more information on the Bush School - Click Here 

 
 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONY  

 
Thank you to the parents, caregivers and 
grandparents who gathered, as a community 
on the 11th November for our Remembrance 
Day Ceremony, to honour, remember and give 
thanks to the thousands of Australians, both 
men and women, who gave up their lives for 
our country. 

 

ICAS ASSESSMENT RESULTS  

We were delighted that St Patrick’s Year 3-6 students had the opportunity to participate in 
the International Competitions and Assessment for Schools (ICAS) this year. ICAS is 
designed to target students’ higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills in a number of 
different subjects. 
 
Congratulations to all students in Years 3 - 6 who participated in the ICAS Assessments 
for Mathematics. A special mention to Elissa Saliba and Eden Perera who received 
Credits.  

English results and certificates will be presented on Monday 25th November during 
Assembly.  

 

SICKNESS & RELIEF STAFF 

Currently we have a number of children attending school who are sick. Please be considerate of the wellbeing of others in 
our community as infections spread rapidly to other children and the staff. Please keep your children at home until they 
are fully recovered.  Unfortunately at the moment a number of staff are sick as a result and the number of casual/relief 
teachers available are small in number.  As a result, on occasions as a last resort, we may be required to split a class(es) 
due to no casual/relief staff being available.  Should this occur, the students work in other classes, on work organised by 
the school. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lvEAHOq1Ffh8VGsP9hWIgT7F3G7MJ6iFtqzh0AFNTCC7xxI1wLaXgKl8xr10_rcbDQnW2yoBrq8pKjmOhotKyMSA4ofqo4F5PQREhQZ8Vspz3FhNZXFn8jG6y3A9mdWiLnvoA5nAbPVC2Q0FSjBqkqv02MLOFH-0qztDu096xR32ti9e_99z1CeBca-q9c-AhkSDWz_asnK8mp25HOE3wv8gy7DuxkM5dhjcqfaHsUGQ9sQwlllDZTrUUdxn4NARgADt04b10I5s1XVbqEcQONrbHwVdvsCG_qWIQwJ6YOkPCanph05cfOz0ieqPBBIk9EADh5N-sKgtugFNBgSmTLSI6VmWHTWDD6EKnsEMla-ePaX_3BpE8TA9qFdbNeaxr6o7CCQmRNrvDghVfQEKIqlYLZJNzbdh-E-4f0saaVI=&c=I6izvSXv39GgmnEU3iTehg1p5yseR248f0RwvHsGhhMnvoNQDPHIXw==&ch=841WnwpDeGD4iZgOqUOFR5LTZLn3kQC35kNrEEZce2TtA7HzG7Bz-Q==


 

PLANNING HOLIDAYS 

Just a reminder that if you are planning a holiday before the official end of school date, Wednesday, 18th December, 
2019 then you need to complete the Application for Exemption from School Attendance – Holiday (Form A1) 
(available at the school office or via on the school website (school notes/leave applications). 
 
In addition, if your child/ren are not returning to school on Wednesday, 29th January, 2020 (Years 1-6) you must let the 
school office know in writing or via email as soon as possible.  Any extended leave at the commencement of Term 1 2020 
will also require the completion of the Application for Exemption from School Attendance – Holiday (Form A1). 
 

 

SPORT 

ST PATRICK’S SWIMMING CARNIVAL  
 

Our school swimming carnival will be held for students in Years 3-6. A note was sent home to all Years 3-6 students on 
Monday with the following details.  

 
Date:    Monday 2nd December, 2019 
Venue:  Merrylands Swimming Centre - 17 Burnett Street, Merrylands, 2160 
Transportation: Students will be transported to and from the swimming centre by 
bus. Please specify if your child will be going home from the swimming centre with 
you or another parent/guardian on the permission note.  
Bring:  Morning tea & lunch, water, sunscreen, swimming costume underneath 
sports uniform, a towel and school hat. Lunch orders will not be available on 
this day. 
 
The students will be able to compete in the 50m, 25m and novelty events depending on their confidence and ability. It is 
highly recommended that you take the time to sit and discuss with your child which events are appropriate as we will be 
using the 50m pool for those students who are competent squad swimmers and wish to compete for a spot in the 2020 

Zone Swimming Carnival.  
 
Please make sure the information and permission slip is completed and returned to your child’s class teacher by 

Friday 22nd November, 2019. 
 
 
 

 
PARRAMATTA DIOCESAN GYMNASTICS COMPETITION  

 
Congratulations to all the students who participated in the Parramatta Diocesan Gymnastics Competition on Thursday 

14th November, 2019. The students achieved amazing results and placed 1st overall for our team category.  

 
 

 
 



 

RE-SCHEDULED LEAGUE TAG GALA DAY  
 
The RE-SCHEDULED League Tag Gala Day will be held on Tuesday 10th December, 2019. The students participating in 

the Gala Day received the permission note on Tuesday.  
 

Date: 10th December, 2019 (Week 8 , Term 4) 
Venue: The Kingsway, St Marys NSW 2760 
Time: Departing school at 7.30am sharp by bus - returning to school after 1:00pm 
Transportation: Transported to and from the venue by bus from St Patrick’s 
Uniform: Full Sports Uniform with moulded stud football boots or sport shoes 
Bring: Morning tea & lunch, water, sunscreen and school hat  

 
A reminder to please return the permission note no later than Monday 25th November 2019. 

 
 

STATE ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS  
 

A huge congratulations to Sarkis El-Bazouni who competed at the State Athletics Championships. Sarkis 
placed 10th overall, which is an extraordinary achievement. Well done Sarkis, the St Patrick’s community 
congratulates you.  

 

 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 


