
  

  

  
  
  

  

 

ST   PATRICK’S   GUILDFORD   
 Principal:   Steven   Jones   

34   Calliope   Street     
Guildford   2161   
Phone:   8728   7300   
Email:   StPatsGuildford@parra.catholic.edu.au     
www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au   

Parish   Contact   Details     
Parish   Priest:   Fr   Peter   Blayney,     
Parish   Associate:   Sister   Helen   Cunningham   OP   
Phone:   9632   2672     

          Newsletter   2              Thursday,   28th   October   2021   

PRINCIPAL’S   MESSAGE   

Dear   Parents,  
  

The   past   two   Mondays   a   wonderful   thing   happened   at   our   school…   our   Kindergarten   and   Year   1   children   returned   to   
school   last   week   and   our   Year   2   to   6   students   this   week!     
  

The   past   two   week’s   return   to   school   have   been   such   a   special   day   for   students,   staff   and   parents.   As   staff   were   at   the   
various   gates   greeting   our   children,   what   we   saw   was   absolute   joy   and   happiness.   Every   child   had   a   huge   smile   on   their   
face   as   they   walked   to   the   gate.   We   saw   children   happily   skipping   up   the   hill,   eager   to   come   to   school   and   others   a   little   
nervous.    As   adults   we   know   how   much   we   have   missed   seeing   our   family   and   friends.   These   feelings   have   also   been   
felt   by   our   children.   They   have   also   been   eager   to   see   their   friends   too.   It   was   wonderful   to   walk   through   the   learning   
spaces   and   talk   with   many   students   about   how   much   they   missed   school.     
  

After   the   excitement   of   the   past   two   Mondays,   we   received   a   phone   call   that   all   schools   and   their   communities   have   
worried   about,   the   thing   that   we   had   been   trying   so   hard   to   avoid   occurred,   with   our   school   community   being   directly   
impacted   by   a   confirmed   case   of   COVID   at   school.    As   a   result   of   this   phone   call,   the   school   worked   through   a   thorough   
process   with   the   Covid   response   team   from   Catholic   Education,   Diocese   of   Parramatta,   Catholic   Schools   NSW   and   NSW   
Health   to   ensure   the   safety   of   all   within   the   community.    Thankfully   the   school’s   Return   to   School   Safety   Plan   with   the   
numerous   procedures   and   processes   enabled   us   to   act   quickly.   
  

To   all   our   Year   4   parents   (and   students)   who   followed   the   school’s   request   and   directions   during   a   difficult   time,   I   once   
again   express   my   gratitude   and   appreciation.     
  

I   would   like   to   express   my   thanks   to   the   many   parents   who   expressed   their   appreciation   for   the   management   of   the   
situation   by   the   school   through   conversations   and   phone   calls.    Your   kind   messages   of   support   and   offering   of   prayers   
has   meant   a   great   deal   to   us   all.   
  

I   would   like   to   remind   everyone   that   nobody   wishes   to   put   their   child   or   the   community   at   risk,   but   we   live   in   times   where   
situations   such   as   Tuesday   occur.    We   also   need   to   be   mindful   to   not   engage   in   gossip   regarding   who   our   positive   case   
might   be.   Our   focus   is   always   on   maintaining   the   dignity   of   those   directly   affected,   because   it   could   so   easily   be   you   or   
me   or   your   child.    
  

Finally,   whilst   schools   continue   to   do   everything   possible   to   ensure   the   safety   of   our   school   community,   we   can   not   
guarantee   events   such   as   Tuesday   will   not   occur   again   at   St   Patrick’s   or   any   other   school,   but   I   know   we   continue   to   
evaluate   processes   and   procedures,   share   learnings   and   ideas   and   remind   communities   about   the   importance   of   
adhering   to   the   directions   of   NSW   Health   and   schools.   

Steven   Jones      
  Principal      

At   St   Patrick’s   we   are   making   a   di�erence   by   being   safe,   respectful   learners.   

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


  
  

  

  

UPCOMING   DATES     NOTES   HOME   

Week   5  
1/11    All   Saints   Day   
8:45am    Whole   School   Assembly   Zoom   
Meeting   ID:   648   4536   5127    Password:   275716   
2/11   All   Souls   Day   
3/11   6:30pm   Kindergarten   2022   Information   Zoom   
Meeting   ID:   660   4841   4677    Password:   788215   

Week   6     
8/11   8:45am    Whole   School   Assembly   Zoom   
Meeting   ID:   648   4536   5127   
Password:   275716   
11/11   Remembrance   Day   

  Yr   5   Equipment   List   
  

Return   to   School   
Procedures   
  

School   updates   -   refer   
to   Skoolbag   

ASSISTANT   PRINCIPAL’S   MESSAGE   

Australia   celebrates   World   Teachers’   Day   tomorrow   Friday   29   October   2021.     
  

Teachers   (with   the   support   from   you)   have   ensured   education   continued   this   year,   despite   the   major   challenges.   World   
Teachers'   Day   is   a   chance   to   recognise   and   celebrate   the   incredible   contributions   teachers   have   made   in   the   lives   of   
children,   their   families,   and   communities.   
  

The   impact   teachers   have   on   a   child’s   education   can   be   great.   Teachers   are   central   to   learning   and,   while   there   are   other   
important   factors,   it   is   teachers   that   breathe   life   into   what   is   being   taught   and   who   engage   and   motivate   the   students.   
  

Each   one   of   us,   if   asked,   could   most   likely   name   one   or   two   special   teachers   that   made   school   engaging,   fun   and   
relevant   and   who   sparked   an   interest   and   passion   for   learning   that   was   life   changing.   
  

Teachers   in   Catholic   schools,   given   their   faith-based   nature   and   commitment   to   the   Church’s   teachings,   are   especially   
important.   Teaching   is   a   vocation,   a   calling   from   God,   not   just   a   ‘job’.     
  

As   teachers   we   know   that   you   hand   over   to   us   your   most   treasured   and   prized   possession,   your   children,   willingly   (and   
some   days   gladly)   because   you   know   we   will   protect   them,   comfort   them,   and   educate   them   as   if   they   were   our   own.   
  

So   tomorrow   let’s   take   this   opportunity   to   thank   all   our   wonderful   teachers   at   St   Patrick’s   for   all   the   hard   work   they   have   
done   this   year.   So   proud   of   them.   
  

 
  

Tracy   Hoey     
Assistant   Principal   

https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/64845365127?pwd=WHFBM1BLSG1GS0lXVEdxNC9mcUdVQT09
https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/64845365127?pwd=WHFBM1BLSG1GS0lXVEdxNC9mcUdVQT09
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jdnCW-nCiO5jdRxQLLfuZ1EvxgioO9jl/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kdeQrq99LcOkrynPn2rpMj56OeD_NzBDY4uw3RqXIUE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kdeQrq99LcOkrynPn2rpMj56OeD_NzBDY4uw3RqXIUE/edit?usp=sharing


  

RELIGIOUS   EDUCATION   COORDINATOR   

SACRAMENTS   
Please   refer   to   the   table   below   to   check   your   child’s   eligibility   for   the   Sacraments.   

  
Confirmation   
Confirmation   for   the   eligible   students   in   Year   5   and   6   will   be   held   on   Saturday   20th   
November   at   5.30pm.   Students   in   Year   5   and   6   that   are   eligible   to   receive   the   
Sacrament   of   Confirmation   will   need   to   contact   the   Parish   office   on   96322672   to   
organise   a   booking   and   complete   an   enrolment   form.   A   copy   of   the   child’s   baptismal   
certificate   is   required   if   the   child   has   been   baptised   in   another   church   other   than   St   
Patrick’s   Guildford.     

  
First   Holy   Communion   
Students   in   Year   3   who   are   eligible   to   receive   their   First   Holy   Communion   are   invited   
to   contact   the   parish   office.   There   are   limited   bookings   for   this   year   due   to   Covid   
restrictions   on   the   church’s   capacity.   First   Holy   Communion   bookings   will   continue   in   
terms   1   and   2   in   2022.   Please   contact   the   Parish   Office   to   obtain   an   enrolment   form   
and   then   make   a   booking.   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

ALL   SAINTS   AND   ALL   SOULS   DAY   
On   All   Saints   day   we   honour   all   holy   men   and   women   in   glory   with   Christ:   known   or   unknown,   mighty   or   lowly,   
all   whose   lives   were   modelled   on   the   Beatitudes   and   on   the   great   commandment   of   love.   
    

All   Souls   day   expresses   Christian   faith   in   the   communion   of   saints   and   our   need   to   pray   for   one   another   in   the   
Church,   especially   those   souls   in   purgatory   ‘who   have   been   buried   in   their   human   imperfection.’   
    

Both   of   these   days   remind   us   of   the   importance   of   living   our   faith   and   being   models   of   good   morals   and   
values.   
  

Let   us   pray   that   we   continue   to   grow   in   faith   and   fellowship   among   our   brothers   and   sisters   in   this   life   and   the   
next.   Please   join   our   Monday   Assembly   zoom   for   prayer.   



  

  

  
  

  
  

FEAST   DAYS   
28th   October   -   Sts   Simon   and   Jude   
1st   November   -   All   Saints   
2nd   November   -   All   Souls   
4th   November-   St   Charles   Borromeo   
9th   November   -   The   Dedication   of   the   Lateran   Basilica   
10th   November   -   St   Leo   the   Great   
11th   November   St   Martin   of   Tours   
  

Keep   Safe.   
Your   in   Christ,   
  

Wardeh   Khoury   

  

IMPORTANT   REMINDERS   

STUDENT   ILLNESS   
We   will   continue   to   operate   under   the   protocols   outlined   below.   We   understand   these   protocols   may   be   frustrating,   
however,   in   order   to   protect   the   health   and   safety   of   all,   we   are   required   to   follow   them.   Parents   are   also   asked   to   be   
respectful   to   school   staff   who   call   to   ask   for   a   child   to   be   collected   as   we   are   following   the   procedures   expected   of   us.  

  
● No   student   is   to   attend   school   if   they   are   unwell.     
● Each   student   who   is   absent   from   school   or   who   has   been   sent   home   because   of   flu-like   symptoms   must   have   a   

COVID-19   test     
● Students   are   not   able   to   return   to   school   until   they   return   a   negative   COVID-19   result   and   are   symptom   free     
● A   negative   COVID-19   test   result   must   be   provided   to   the   school   before   a   student   can   come   back   to   school.   The   

test   results   can   be   a   NSW   Health   or   COVID-19   Testing   Centre   letter,   SMS   or   email   and/or   a   medical   certificate   
● These   same   protocols   apply   to   school   staff.   

  
Particularly   in   children,   significant   stomach   pain   and   or   headaches   have   been   noted   as   possible   early   signs   of   the   
requirement   to   be   tested   for   COVID-19.   

  
In   circumstances   where   children   may   suffer   from   seasonal   hay   fever,   allergies   or   have   other   medical   conditions   
resulting   in   recurring   symptoms,   parents   are   asked   to   obtain   a   letter   from   their   treating   doctor   documenting   a   
child’s   recurring   symptoms.   for   their   child   to   attend   school.    The   school   will   err   on   the   side   of   caution   for   the   
reminder   of   2021.   

  
MORNING   DROP   OFF   

● Parents/carers   will   drop   their   children   at   three   different   entry   points   to   the   school.     
○ Kindergarten,   Year   1   and   Year   2   students   will   enter   via   the   gate   between   the   church   and   the   presbytery.   
○ Year   3   and   4   students   will   enter   the   gate   next   to   the   hall   
○ Year   5   and   6   students   will   enter   the   gate   next   to   the   school   office.   
○ No   parent   or   carers   will   be   allowed   to   enter   the   school   grounds.     
○ Upon   arriving   at   school   and   entering   through   the   designated   gates,   students   will   move   directly   to   their   

classroom,   unpack   their   bag,   hand   sanitise   and   enter   their   classroom   where   they   will   be   supervised   by   a   
member   of   staff  

● Parents/carers   need   to   be   aware   of   social   distancing   and   personally   monitor   their   own   movements   to   ensure   
adequate   distancing   at   all   times.   

● Parents   are   asked   to   remember   and   respect   the   parking   rules   at   all   times.   Parking   rangers   will   monitor   and   fine   
drivers   for   non   compliance.     

PARENTS   ARE   REMINDED   THAT   STOPPING   OUTSIDE   THE   ADMINISTRATION   OFFICE   IN   THE   BUS   ZONE   TO   
DROP   STUDENTS   MAY   OCCUR   A   FINE   FROM   POLICE   OR   PARKING   RANGERS   

  
OFFICE   ETIQUETTE   &   SAFETY   

● Parents/carers   must   use   the   provided   QR   codes   to   register   their   attendance   BEFORE   entering   the   School   office   
● As   the   office   is   a   confined   space   parents/carers   are   encouraged   to   wear   a   mask.   
● No   more   than   3   parents/carers   are   to   be   in   the   office   area   at   any   given   time.   If   you   approach   the   office   and   see   

three   adults   already   in   the   foyer,   please   wait   outside   until   a   person   vacates.     
  



  

  

  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

WELLBEING   

Earlier   this   year   the   students   of   St   Patrick’s   entered   Interrelate’s   ‘Say   No   To   Bullying’   poster   competition.   We   had   3   of   our   
students   make   the   top   20   finalists.   This   week   they   received   their   prize.   A   wonderful   artists   pack   from   Faber   Castell,   along   
with   their   poster   framed   and   a   certificate.   Congratulations   again   to   Tala   Haddad   (Yr   1),   Terese-Sophia   Saba   (Yr   1)   and   
Eva   Panta   (Yr   2).   Enjoy   your   prize   and   we   look   forward   to   some   wonderful   posters   for   next   year’s   competition.   
  

  
  

Congratulations   to   Kindergarten,   Year   1,   Year   4   and   Year   6   on   filling   your   gem   jars!   I’m   sure   they   will   all   look   forward   to   
their   grade   reward   over   the   next   week.   
  
  

  

  

PLEASE   KEEP   IN   YOUR   PRAYERS   ALL   
STUDENTS   WHO   WILL   COMMENCE   THE   
HIGHER   SCHOOL   CERTIFICATE   NEXT   

WEEK   AFTER   AN   EXTREMELY   
CHALLENGING   2021   SCHOOL   YEAR   

  

SPORTS   DAYS     LIBRARY   BORROWING     CANTEEN   

Kindergarten   -   Tuesday   
Year   1   -   Tuesday   &   Wednesday   
Year   2   -   Tuesday   
Year   3   -   Wednesday   
Year   4   -   Wednesday   
Year   5   -   Thursday   
Year   6   -   Thursday   

  Students   are   reminded   to   bring   their   
library   bags   and   library   books   on   the   
following   day...   
Kindergarten,   Year   1   &   Year   2   -   
Wednesdays   
Year   3   &   4   Thursdays   
Year   5   &   6   Tuesdays   

  A   reminder   all   lunch   orders   must   be   
ordered   via   the   Flexischool   online   
ordering   system   by   9am   -no   over   
the   counter   lunch   orders   will   be   
provided.      

  
Further   information   available    here .   

STAFFING   

In   the   coming   weeks,   our   staffing   will   be   impacted   by   the   public   health   orders   that   are   in   place.   The   
requirements   for   our   students   regarding   illness   and   contact   isolation,   also   applies   to   our   staff.   There   will   be   
times   when   your   child’s   teacher   may   not   be   able   to   attend   school.   We   endeavour   to   replace   them   with   familiar   
teachers   by   employing   casual   teachers   or   re-assigning   some   of   our   support   staff   from   their   regular   duties.   I   
ask   for   your   support   as   we   work   to   ensure   that   our   students   are   provided   with   as   much   consistency   as   
possible.    Unfortunately   during   the   current   situation   within   school,   staffing   can   be   a   challenge.   

STUDENT   ABSENCES   

As   all   students   have   returned   to   school,   SMS   messages   will   continue,   however   we   will   need   
to   be   notified   of   the   reason   for   any   absence.   This   can   be   communicated   by   Skoolbag   App,   
Link   sent   via   the   SMS   messages   or   a   phone   call   to   the   school.   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-JeSsNRrpG9CvLb_CMRKmxQjyom4I68cOdKGVTOZD88/edit?usp=sharing


  

  

  

HATS     BIRTHDAYS     BORROWED   CHROMEBOOKS  

Just   a   reminder   that   it   is   an   
expectation   that   all   students   wear   a   
hat   during   play   times.    Please   make   
sure   your   child’s   name   and   class   are   
clearly   marked   on   the   hat   and   check   
consistently   as   they   fade   quickly   with   
sweat   and   washing.   

  St   Patrick’s   enjoys   celebrating   
student’s   birthday   however   due   to   
the   current   return   to   school   and   
Covid   situation,   we   are   unable   to  
hand   out   lolly   bags,   birthday   cakes,   
donuts   etc,   even   if   they   are   
prepackaged.   

  All   Chromebooks   borrowed   from   St   
Patrick’s   during   remote   learning   are   
to   be   returned   to   school   on   the   first   
day   that   your   son   or   daughter   
attends.    The   Chromebook   and   
charger   are   to   be   handed   to   their   
class   teacher   who   will   check   it   off.   
These   will   then   be   cleaned   and   
returned   for   classroom   use.   

LIBRARY   

  
  
  

Thank   you   to   Lions   CLub   of   Holroyd   City   Inc.   for   the   donation   of   
two   books,   “Horrific   Tales   of   Horrifying   Horror”   by   Adam   Wallace   
and   “Clumsy   Christmas   Spectacular”   by   Adam   Wallace   &   James   
Hart   for   our   school   library.    These   books   will   be   available   for   
borrowing   soon.   

ICAS   TEST   TIMETABLE   

Dear   Parents,   
  

In   weeks   5   and   6   students   from   Years   3   -   6   who   registered   for   the   ICAS   test   will   sit   the   English   and   Mathematics   test.   
Below   is   a   timetable   of   when   each   grade   will   sit   the   test.   

  

  

Thank   for   your   patience   and   understanding   
  

Mr   Meoli   
Sports   &   Extra-Curriculum   Coordinator     

ENGLISH   

WEEK   5   Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday   Friday   

Year   3         9am   -   10am   
Maths   

  

Year   4   9am   -   10am   
Maths   

        

Year   5     9am   -   10am   
Maths   

      

Year   6           9am   -   10am   
Maths   

MATHEMATICS  

WEEK   6   Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday   Friday   

Year   3         9am   -   10am   
English   

  

Year   4   9am   -   10am   
English   

        

Year   5     9am   -   10am   
English   

      

Year   6           9am   -   10am   
English   



  
  

  


