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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents,  
 

Have you been able to find time during the past week to be still and listen to what is being asked of us by our loving God? 
 

How difficult is it!  To stop! To be still! To listen! 
 

We know we need help, proven ways to meet essential needs in our demanding and overly busy lives.  After all, life 
should be a journey, not a race! Sometimes our journey takes us on paths we hadn’t considered, sometimes on rocky 
paths and sometimes on paths that we struggle to climb.  Whilst it is always good to get to the end, the learnings that 
take place on the journey are just as, if not more important. 
 

Perhaps the following reflection will give some practical support as we continue our Lenten journey… 
 

Lent should be more a time of fasting… 
It should also be a joyous season of feasting. 
Lent is a time to fast from certain things… and feast on others. 
It is a season in which we should: 
Fast from judging others… 
Feast on the Christ within them. 
Fast from words that hurt… 
Feast on the phrases that bring peace and joy. 
Fast from discontent… 
Feast on gratitude. 
Fast from anger… 
Feast on trust in God. 
Fast from complaining… 
Feast on appreciation. 
Fast from suspicion… 
Feast on truth. 
Fast from thoughts that weaken… 
Feast on promises that inspire. 
Fast from problems that overwhelm… 
Feast on prayers that support. 

 
All the best for the week ahead as you, like me, hopefully find time to stop, be still and listen. 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 
 

 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 9 
22/3  Cross Country (Yrs 2-6) 
         No assembly 
23/3  Naplan Practice Test - Year 3 & 5 
24/3  8:30am Penance -  5 Blue 
         9:15am Mass - 6Yellow 
         12pm Parents School Tour 
25/3  9:15am Parents School Tour 
         11:30am Coordinated NAPLAN Practice 
         Test by all Catholic school - Year 5 
26/3  Easter Egg Mufti Day 

Week 10 
29/3   8:30am Assembly 
30/3   9:15am  Parents School Tour 
31/3   Easter Egg Raffle draw 
          9:15am Mass - 5Blue 
1/4     Holy Thursday  
          Term 1 concludes 
2/4     Good Friday 
4/4     Easter Sunday  
 
 

 Road Safety Management Plan 
 
COVID-19 School Restrictions 
Update 11 March 2021 
 
School Photos 
 
St Patrick’s Cross Country (Yrs 
2-6) 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

NAPLAN 
 
In May the children in Years 3 and 5 will complete NAPLAN (National Assessment Program - Literacy & Numeracy).  
 
2021 NAPLAN will be online for Year 3 in the areas of Reading, Conventions of Language & Numeracy and Year 5 in the 
areas of Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language & Numeracy. Writing for Year 3 will be a paper test. This short video 
explains this further- Understanding NAPLAN Online video 
 
NAPLAN Online uses a tailored test design that automatically adapts to a student's test performance and asks questions 
that match the student's achievement level. Tailored testing allows students to demonstrate what they know and 
encourages students to stay engaged with the test. Tailored testing also provides teachers and schools access to more 
targeted and detailed information on students’ performance in the online assessment. Please see the video below for a 
more detailed explanation. Tailored Testing 
 
NAPLAN is not about passing or failing, but about assessing learning progress. The results of the tests will provide 
important information to schools about what each student can do. Parents will receive a report indicating their child’s 
achievement. 
 
NAPLAN Testing at St Patrick’s will follow the following schedule 

 
In advance of taking NAPLAN Online, students and parents are invited to use the public demonstration tests to familiarise 
themselves with the type of questions and related functionalities available in the NAPLAN Online assessment. Some of 
the key features include a range of question types, on screen tools, timers and interactive navigation. Students are 
encouraged to practise the complete range of question formats available in the online assessment. PLease follow the link 
to access the Public Demonstration Site - https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site 
 
Next week, students in Years 3 and 5 will sit a NAPLAN practice test. For Year 3 this is a single 45 minute 
omnibus test, including questions from the domains of reading, conventions of language and numeracy, no 
writing. For Year 5 there are two practice tests: one for writing and the other the 45 minute omnibus test. 
Children sit the practice test to become familiar with the online formatting and test conditions and staff become 
familiar with the functions and administrative tasks of the online assessment. Students will need headphones. 
 
We will be holding a couple of parent sessions on 28th May at 9am and 6pm. These will be zoom meetings. A link will be 
sent closer to the date for those wishing to attend. 
 
The NAPLAN information website found at this link https://www.nap.edu.au/home has comprehensive information about 
the testing and practice tests for you to navigate. More information about NAPLAN can be found at the end of this 
newsletter. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or myself.  
 
 
 

https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIba0PCcSHY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGFseJAM3Ew
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/home


 

 

MEET & GREETS 
 
Last week teachers met with you during the ‘Meet & Greets’ to hear about and share with you your child’s personal 
learning goals. The learning goals are the behaviours, knowledge or understandings that students identify as important to 
their own learning. They have come about after looking closely at the data collected on your child. 
 
Learning goals are about improving students’ learning and achievement and building students’ capacity to learn. They are 
about students becoming active participants in the learning process, empowering them to become independent learners, 
and motivating them to achieve their full potential.  
 
Thank you for your participation in these important meet & greets and we look forward to sharing your son or daughter's 
growth and learning with you as we journey through the year together. 
 
LEARNING DISPOSITION - FOCUS 
 
This year students at St Patrick’s will be focusing on different Learning 
Dispositions as part of our safe respectful learners unit. These 
dispositions enable our students to think more deeply about how they 
learn and what areas they need to work on.  
 
This fortnight’s disposition is all about FOCUS. It’s common for students 
at all grade levels to have trouble staying focused. How many adults are 
struggling with this, too? 
 
Whether it’s struggling to pay attention in class or having a tough time 
completing homework assignments, focus issues can have a big impact 
on a student's performance. 
 
There can be many reasons children struggle to focus in school—from 
lack of comprehension to organisation problems. The good news is that with guidance, it’s possible to help children 
improve their focus and concentration. 
 
HELPING YOUR CHILD FOCUS HIS/HER MIND 
 
DO ONE THING AT A TIME 
 
Train your child to tackle one thing at a time, rather than working on multiple things at once. This will help focus your 
child’s mind on what’s in front of him or her, rather than trying to think about too many different things at once. They need 
to practise just being still and observing. 
 
One way to practise being focused is to create a "sit spot" for your child. A "sit spot" is a spot outside where they can sit 
and observe/ focus on one thing. Give them a journal and pencils. Their task would be to sit, look around and then draw 
pictures of one thing they see or think about. Older children can also write about the one thing they see, hear, or are 
thinking about. Initially, you can do it together with your child. Sit with them and say “Let's be quiet for a bit. What can you 
hear? What can you see?....” and go through all the senses. Then explain that when we're always so busy doing 
something or talking, we miss those things they've just noticed. 
 
As your child practises sitting on their sit spot, they will get better at paying attention and focusing. 
 

 
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge will be starting soon. More information about the challenge, 
registrations, etc will be shared with you in the weeks ahead. In the meantime you can visit the 
website to find out more information. The main idea of the Premier’s Reading Challenge is to 
encourage children to read, read more, read widely and discover or rediscover the love for 
reading.  
 
 
Tracy Hoey  
Assistant Principal 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html


 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

ST PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATIONS 
 
On Wednesday we celebrated St Patrick’s Day. Students came dressed in green and were 
engaged in learning activities that focused on how St Patrick was a friend, faced challenges 
in life, cared for his neighbour, remained faithful and trusted God even through adversities 
and demonstrated holiness. 
 
Paddy visited each grade and was impressed with the positive learning that was happening 
about St Patrick and the way that students displayed focus and respect towards others. 
 
After recess the school community stopped to pray together. 
The students' knowledge was later tested through a Trivia competition in peer support groups.  
 
It was great to have the Parent Group present and able to be involved in the day. After lunch the students continued to 
think about respectful relationships and started to design posters about this anti bullying theme. 
 

 
 
MASSES 
Parents and friends wishing to attend are welcome. The church can accommodate 100 people and any extra will 
unfortunately not be allowed in due to current social distancing restrictions. 

Week 9                                          Week 10 
Wednesday 24th March                Wednesday 31st March 
9.15 - Mass 6 Yellow                     9.15am Parish Mass  
5th Week of Lent                            Penance: 5 Blue 
Penance: 5 Green                         HOLY WEEK  

 
HOLY WEEK 
Parents are welcome to join the morning prayer zoom as a focus for the day. Links will be shared via skoolbag. 

 
Palm Sunday- Kindergarten - presentation link sent out 26/3/21 
Last Supper- Year 1 - presentation link sent out 29/3/21  
Garden of Gethsemane - Year 2- presentation link sent out 30/3/21 
Trial - Year 3- presentation link sent out 31/3/21 
Stations 1-6 - Year 5- presentation link sent out 21/3/21 
Stations 7-12 - Year 6-  presentation link sent out 1/4/21 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
FEAST DAYS 
18th March - St Cyril of Jerusalem 
19th March - St Joseph 
23rd March - St Turibius 
25th March - The Annunciation of the Lord 
28th March - Palm Sunday 
 
 

               Yours in Christ, 

 Wardeh Khoury 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NUMERACY 

 
Families are children's first educators of Mathematics. Children's knowledge and confidence in understanding and using 
Mathematics can be supported through the rich experiences of everyday life. The ‘Numeracy@HOME’ website is a 
wonderful resource that has videos, tip sheets, a blog, and a facebook feed. If you are looking for ways to link 
Mathematics to real life situations at home this site is for you! Encourage, explore, investigate and best of all, have 
conversations to promote the explanation of thinking and reasoning. 
 
 

Dalia Fadel 
Numeracy Leader 

MERIT AWARDS - Congratulations to the following students 

KBlue Annabella Bernardi 
Talia Raslan 

KGreen Jasmine Hughes 
Benny Kailahi 

1Blue Luz Clarita Alkatrib 
Lavin Joga 

1Green Therese Boutros 
Joseph Ilobi 

1Yellow Chikamso Oyi 
Ruby Vakuata 

2Blue Vincent Ayrout 
Alyssa Dib 

2Green Elias Eliass 
Havana Alvarez Pantzi 

3Blue Kai Mahony 
Anton Boutros 

3Green Isaiah Restom 
Damien Dandan 

3Yellow Fidaa Al Hakim 
Christabel Ibeh 

4Blue Benjamin Isaac 
Sophia Ashkar 

4Green Chanel Cheble Maalouf 
Elias Moussa 

5Blue Marcel Sleiman 
Sienna Pierpoint 

5Green Samuel Awad 
Lara Nohra 

5Yellow Yousef Sukkar 
Angelo Semaan 

6Blue Jae-Ahn Williams 
Joshua Leatherby 

6Green William Hallit 
Natalia Jabbour 

6Yellow Isabella Salloum 
Gabriella Bani Ayyoub 

https://www.numeracyathome.com/


 

 

 

WELLBEING 

PEER SUPPORT 
This week the students were able to experience their first Peer Support gathering on Monday after one year of 
restrictions! They enjoyed being part of a mixed age group and got to know each other by creating a get to know you 
poster. On Wednesday they had the chance to pray together during St Patrick’s day and also compete in a trivia 
competition. The Year 6 leaders will have their official training day Thursday 22nd April. Then lead their groups each 
Monday afternoon during Term 2. Peer Support is an opportunity to develop skills in our Year 6 leaders to support and 
develop confidence and resilience in our younger students. 
 

 

INTRODUCING OUR SCHOOL LEADERS 

My name is Danielle Sleiman and I am one of the four school leaders here at St Patrick. I admire 
learning new things and lending a hand to those in need. The reason why I like coming to school is 
because we learn new things everyday and we work through teamwork, participation and cooperation 
and that is involved in our learning.  This is why I get out of bed everyday because I look forward to 
coming to school. Everyday I strive to become a better leader and to improve.  
I look forward to pushing myself to do my best as it is my last year here  at St 
Patrick’s. 
 

Hello my name is Seini Ohi and I am one of the four school leaders at St Patrick’s. I am introducing 
myself here today. Starting off I try my best to be a good role model that the younger grades look up 
to. I like to motivate people that anything is possible. Physical Education (sport) is my favourite 
subject and I like to create posters for inspiration. 

 
Hi my name is Jacob Aoun and I'm one of the four school leaders here at St Patricks. I always try my 
best and love to learn new things. I enjoy playing all sports and meeting new people. I just wanted to say 
how much I love the school and all my friends and everything we have been taught 
across these seven years.  
 
Good day, my name is Finau Maka and I am one of the four school leaders here at 
St.Patrick’s. I just wanted to start off with how much I love this school and what we 

learn day after day with my classmates who are fantastic. I love playing sports but especially rugby 
union. I hope later on in the year I can keep improving. rugby and sport and also become a better role 
model to the younger students. 
 
Yesterday we celebrated St Patrick's day. The feast of St Patrick is a cultural and religious celebration held each year on 
the 17 March. It is an important day for our school because we are named after St Patrick. St Patrick’s day teaches us 
more about our Catholic traditions in a creative way through the activities we get to do across the day. 
  
We came to school wearing green and donated a gold coin. We wear green in memory of St Patrick and the miraculous 
deeds he did. We also keep an eye out for the 3 leaf clover, the symbol of our passport for being safe respectful learners. 
It also represents the Father, Son and Holy Spirit which you might also know it as the Holy Trinity. 
  
On the day we also had the parent group sell cupcakes for $1, lolly bags for $2 and chips for $1.  Thank you to our 
parents for organising these items.  We also broke into our peer support groups and as a group we solved 20 questions 
about St Patrick. 
 
The School Leaders 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUTHOR TALK 

On Tuesday grades from Years 2-6 watched a live talk with Andy Griffiths. He gave us a 
lot of information about how to write a text and to use writing features like comedy to 
keep your audience interested. Some of the questions he answered were… 
 
Why did you become an author? 
One day Andy asked Terry (his illustrator) to draw a treehouse. After Terry drew the 
picture it gave Andy an idea for a story, so he wrote the Treehouse stories and 
continued to write because he loved writing stories. 
 
How do you choose characters? 
You should always have a limited number of characters because it increases the 
engagement of the reader within the text. 
 
If Andy wasn’t an author what would he be? 
Andy wanted to be a rock singer but he didn’t have the voice so he became a teacher.  
 
What is Andy’s advice to humour? 
Andy always reads his stories to his wife so she can check that they are funny, he will 
always accept other ideas and feedback.  To help him remember ideas he has a 
notebook to write all his jokes and ideas in.  Andy said, “Write the sort of stories you love.  Humour is a way of relieving 
anxiety.  Always compare funny books to your own book.”  
 
Antonio Isaac (Learning Leader) 

BUILDING CHILD SAFE COMMUNITIES - VOLUNTEER UNDERTAKING 

In Catholic Education Diocese Parramatta (CEDP), we see parents and carers as partners in your child's learning 
journey. Parents and carers are encouraged to become involved in our schools in many important ways such as 
supporting classroom learning, coaching/managing sporting teams and supporting other extra-curricular activities, 
assisting on excursions, participating in activities as part of the Parent Group and other kinds of help. 
 
A range of checks and undertakings are required for people who work for or provide services to CEDP. These checks 
reduce potential risk and form part of our strategy to build child safe communities.  Many parents will already be familiar 
with the online Building Child Safe Communities (BCSC) volunteer undertaking and training. The purpose of this training 
is to inform you of the standards of behaviour and other requirements that must be adhered to when volunteering for 
CEDP.  
 
CEDP has launched a new Building Child Safe Communities form and online training module that all volunteers are 
required to complete. Completion of the new module will generate a unique BCSC number that needs to be supplied to 
the school. From 1st October 2020 all volunteers must have a current BCSC number in order to assist in any capacity 
within the school. Approvals granted via the previous online module ceased to be valid on 30 September 2020.  
 
Parents are encouraged to complete the training and undertaking now and complete and return the attached form to 
advise the school of your BCSC number.   Please note that a BCSC number is not the same as Working With Children 
(WWC) number. As a parent / grandparent / guardian volunteering in your own child's school you are not required to have 
a WWC number. This has not changed.  
 
The undertaking should take no more than 5 minutes to complete and the training module approximately 10 minutes. 
Once the form and training modules are submitted, an automated email will be sent to you within two business days to 
confirm the status of your submission. The undertaking form will expire in two years. At that time you will need to 
complete the undertaking form and training module again. You will receive an automatic reminder email when this occurs.  
 
Access to and further information on the new online form and training module can be found at www.parra.catholic.edu.au 
and clicking on about us/building child safe communities or by clicking on this link. Within the form you will also find help 
sheets and a video tutorial to assist you.  

https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities


 

 

 

 

 
 

ROAD SAFETY  NO ASSEMBLY THIS WEEK  ITEM 

Thank you to all our families who 
continue to adhere to our revised 
drop off and pick up procedures 
each day.  Please find attached 
our updated St Patrick’s Road 
Safety Management Plan for your 
information. 
 

 Due to Years 2-6’s 
Cross Country, there 
will be no assembly 
this Monday.  The next 
Monday assembly will 
be 29 March at 
8:30am inside the Hall. If attending 
don’t forget to sign in using the QR 
codes. 

 The St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be 
OPEN on Monday 22nd March from 
8:15-8:40am in the School Hall. 
Alternatively, you can 
complete a “Wish to Order” 
form at the office. School 
staff will attempt to meet 
the request if items are 
available. 

EXISTING PARENTS & PARISHIONERS SCHOOL TOUR - BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL 

To celebrate and share our new school facilities we will be holding school tours for existing parents and parishioners over 
the upcoming weeks.  These tours will be limited to 30 available spots for each tour and bookings are essential.  
Tour times & dates are as follows… 

Wednesday 24 March - 12pm 
Thursday  25 March - 9:30am 
Tuesday 30 March - 9:15am 
Monday 26 April 1:45pm  

To make a booking please visit https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the following code: bbkxr   
Please note that every adult attending must register separately. 

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

School photos will take place on TUESDAY 30th MARCH. This year we will be using a new 
photography company - Don Wood Photography. 
 
Please ensure that your son/daughter wears their full summer school uniform. Kindergarten, 
Year 1 & Year 4 students please DO NOT come to school in your sports uniform (even though it 
is your sports day). Please wear full summer school uniform 
 

A note regarding Photography Packages (including Sibling Photos) has been sent home. Please follow the instructions on 

the note to complete the order using the School Code: 961L17. Please note: Family photo orders must be done 
BEFORE 11:59pm Monday 29th March 2021. 

SPORT 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
St. Patrick’s Cross Country will be held  Monday 22nd March, 2021 at Guildford Leagues Sports Ground Oval for Years 
2-6 students. 
 
We will commence at approximately 9:15am and conclude at midday. The children will assemble at school as normal and 
will walk down to the oval with their class teachers. Lunch orders need to be placed first thing in the morning. 
Parents are welcome to watch, but must comply with 1.5m physical distancing and must not approach the students. 
 
CRICKET CLINIC PROGRAM 
We are now half way through our cricket clinic program and students from years 2-6. Students have been engaged in 
throwing skills and bowling skills. In the next coming weeks the children will be learning fielding and batting skills.  
 

 

https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
https://photo.donwoodphotography.com.au/


 
 
 

 
 
 

PARENT GROUP  NEWS 

Welcome to another year of Fundraising for our school. We hope to make this year a successful year considering the                    
restrictions we had throughout last year. Our fundraising focus for this term and early next term is St Patrick’s Day, Easter                     
and Mother’s Day. Our St Patrick’s Day fundraiser stall was a hit selling snacks throughout the student breaks. 

Easter Fundraising 

The Parent Committee will be organising a fundraiser for the school for Easter. We are kindly 
asking for easter egg donations. 

Students who bring in an Easter Egg on Friday March 26th can wear mufti clothes. 

Raffle tickets will also be sold in the classrooms – 50c each or 3 for $1.00 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 

 


