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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Dear Parents,

As we commenced Term 3 we found ourselves continuing to live our lives within restrictions. I’m sure you all felt, just as I
did, hopeful that the end of the holidays would mean we might be able to return to our ‘normal’ routine. However this has
not been the case, instead we have become more restricted. Whilst we may at times become frustrated by these
decisions, it is always important to remember that this is for the safety of all within the community, especially the
vulnerable and elderly.

As a result we have begun the term with multiple mini St Patrick’s campuses across our local area. This return to
Learning from Home has been met with a variety of feelings. Some of us are eager to get on with things, while some of
us are feeling very anxious or uncertain. We know this is not the ideal and the preference would be to have all the
children at school. However, this measure is required to keep our family and wider community safe.  Thank you to all the
parents who have responded to this challenge and not sent their child(ren) to school if at all possible.

Our advice to parents is to not put too much pressure on yourselves. You are not a trained teacher and ‘homeschooling’
is a very different process to our current Learning From Home. Your role is to support them to work as independently as
possible, help them stay positive and plan what they are going to do and then have a go. It’s okay if the work is not
perfect. Your child’s teachers will provide work for your child and there is the expectation that they complete as much as
possible. Don’t forget to build in brain breaks, physical activity, creative activities, reading, down time and family time. It is
natural for you or your child to feel a bit overwhelmed. Each week your child’s teacher will be in touch with you via phone
or email to check in.  Please work with them to enable the learning at home to be as successful for all as possible.

Learning from Home means children don’t have the on hand social connections to their friends and support and skill and
knowledge of their teacher to support them. This is an opportunity for your children to show you that they are independent
learners who actually know their stuff! If you or your child are struggling, get in touch with us via email or phone the office.

Premier Berejiklian’s strong message that everyone who can should stay at home. Just like all workplaces, we are also
required to minimise the number of staff on-site each day. This means our staff will also be on a roster of teams working
at school and teams working from home. Supervision will continue to be provided at school for families who need this
support (essential workers or those who are not at home and have no other supervision options).  Thank you to the
tremendous support that we have received regarding this request.

Wishing you and your family a safe week ahead.

Steven Jones
Principal At St Patrick’s we are making a di�erence by being safe, respectful learners.

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au


UPCOMING DATES NOTES HOME

Week 2 Remote Learning
23/7 - 2pm Parent Zoom with Mrs Hoey
& Mr Jones
https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/6187850
3011?pwd=eUo3dGJBa0l6dDY2ZEZ4S
UNKeFM5Zz09
Meeting ID: 618 7850 3011
Password: 217059

SCHOOL CANTEEN
CLOSED

Week 3 Remote Learning
26/7 2:45-5:30pm Kinder Green Parent Teacher
Phone Interviews
28/7 2:45-5:30pm Kinder Green Parent Teacher
Phone Interviews
30/7 2pm Parent Zoom with Mrs Hoey & Mr
Jones
https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/61878503011?pw
d=eUo3dGJBa0l6dDY2ZEZ4SUNKeFM5Zz09
Meeting ID: 618 7850 3011
Password: 217059

Kindergarten Green Semester 1
2021 Parent Teacher Phone
Interviews

Daily Skoolbag updates
Daily zoom links

August Census

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Dear Parents,

Thank you for all your hard work in supporting your child with their learning while they are at home. Teachers have done
their best to match the learning tasks written in the ilearn@home grid to what the children know and can do. Kids are
accessing Google classrooms and SeeSaw to share their learning with their teachers and teachers are providing
feedback to your child on the work they submit.

Teachers have included times for each lesson that follow the DET guidelines. Working at home, either independently or
one on one with an adult can be exhausting for children. One on one learning is intensive so depending on the age of
your child they should only be spending 30 to 60 minutes on each subject a day.

Here are the DET guidelines (with Religion added)
Kindergarten - 3 hours and 15 minutes of learning a day: 2 hours English & Mathematics, 15mins Religion and 1 hour
additional activities form the other Key Learning Areas.
Year 1 & Year 2 - 3 hours and 15 minutes of learning a day + additional time for sport and physical activity: 2 hours
English & Mathematics, 15mins Religion  and 1 hour additional activities form the other Key Learning Areas.
Year 3 & 4 - 3 hours and 50 minutes a day + additional time for sport and physical activity: 2 hours English &
Mathematics, 20mins Religion  and 1 ½ hours additional activities form the other Key Learning Areas.
Year 5 & 6 - 4 hours a day + additional time for sport and physical activity: 2 ½ hours English & Mathematics, 20mins
Religion and 1 ½ hours additional activities form the other Key Learning Areas.

Teachers have also included lots of brain breaks that
get your children away from the computer and
moving their bodies. Kids are not used to sitting in
front of computers for extended periods of time or in
one spot! Brain breaks are quick activities that only
last for 3-5 minutes but are planned several times
within a day. Please encourage your child to get up
and move every half an hour or so.

We understand that some households have more
than one child and limited technology so supporting
them ALL with learning is difficult. We understand
this, and encourage you to do what you can. Should you not have access to the required technology or to the internet,
please contact the school. The iLearn@home website (https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/ilearnhome/home)
has some helpful hints and resources that can support the learning.

Stay Safe everyone

Tracy Hoey
Assistant Principal

https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/61878503011?pwd=eUo3dGJBa0l6dDY2ZEZ4SUNKeFM5Zz09
https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/61878503011?pwd=eUo3dGJBa0l6dDY2ZEZ4SUNKeFM5Zz09
https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/61878503011?pwd=eUo3dGJBa0l6dDY2ZEZ4SUNKeFM5Zz09
https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/61878503011?pwd=eUo3dGJBa0l6dDY2ZEZ4SUNKeFM5Zz09
https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/61878503011?pwd=eUo3dGJBa0l6dDY2ZEZ4SUNKeFM5Zz09
https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/ilearnhome/home


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR

SAINT MARY MAGDALENE
St Mary Magdalene, a faithful disciple, stood by the cross of Jesus and was the
first to see him after he had risen from the dead. She was originally a great
sinner whom Jesus saved, giving us an example of how no person is beyond
the saving mercy and grace of God. Mary Magdalene is rightly recognised by
the Church as a model of faithfulness, devotion and loyalty to the truth of the
Gospel of the Lord.

In today’s reading, St Paul hopes that we will discover the “glorious blessings’
that are ours because we are God’s people.

Let us always bring to mind the blessings in our lives and thank God for each
one of them, perhaps it may be a special person or place that makes you feel

joy and happiness.

During this challenging time we are going through, may we always remember God’s grace and the power we have
inherited through the Holy Spirit to rise to any challenge with faith, hope and optimism.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
At this stage, with the current lockdown, the celebration of receiving the Eucharist for the first time has
been put on hold. Once restrictions are eased and Mass is able to be celebrated, information packs and
enrolment forms will be sent home with the eligible Year 3 students. Please refrain from calling the
school or parish offices at this stage. Notification will be sent via skoolbag app and your child when the
time arises.

DAILY ANGELUS  AND PRAYER MEETINGS

Parents and students are welcome to join the school community in prayer daily at 12pm. The
zoom will open at 11.50am so that we can pray together at 12pm.
Any special prayer intentions can be mentioned in the zoom chat.

https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/66039619019?pwd=eGRNbThhR083b3p4aWpLYklJUWUrdz09

Meeting ID: 660 3961 9019
Password: 186103

Other special feast day prayer zoom meeting links will be shared via skoolbag before the day.

FEAST DAYS
22nd July  St Mary Magdalene
24th July   St Sharbel Makluf
26th July   Sts Joachim and Anne
29th July   St Martha
31st July   St Ignatius of Loyola
3rd August  St Dominic Keep safe.
4th August  St John Vianney Many blessings,

6th August  The Transfiguration of the Lord Wardeh Khoury

https://parracatholic.zoom.us/j/66039619019?pwd=eGRNbThhR083b3p4aWpLYklJUWUrdz09


NUMERACY

Have a look at some of our top suggested short educational program links, by ABC, to help support students in
Mathematics during remote learning. All are available for free on iview.

Numberblocks: Follow the adventures of the Numbers and learn through
animation, fun songs and games! (K-2)

https://iview.abc.net.au/show/numberblocks

MathXplosion: In each entertaining and funny math-short, 'mathemagician' Eric
shares secrets from the not-so-hidden world of math. (3-6)

https://iview.abc.net.au/show/mathxplosion

Mini Lessons: Maths: Australian teachers teach important numeracy skills
in ten minute lessons. (K-6)

https://iview.abc.net.au/show/mini-lessons-maths
Dalia Fadel

Numeracy Leader

WELLBEING

Hello to all our St Patrick's families,
Thank you again for all your support during this tough time.
We would like to take this opportunity to share some resources with you about support and emergency relief during this
lockdown period.

Support services/emergency relief.
https://www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/where-get-emergency-help
https://www.cmcs.org.au/emergency_relief
https://www.hca.org.au/emergencyrelief
https://www.ozharvest.org/hamper-hub-granville/

Things to do/practical tips:
https://www.maggiedent.com/blog/top-tips-for-families-in-isolation/
https://newywithkids.com.au/family-fun-social-distancing-coronavirus/

Helpful information:
https://www.sydney.edu.au/arts/schools/sydney-school-of-education-and-social-work/resources-for-parents-working-at-ho
me-with-kids.html
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/coronavirus-covid-19-guide

If anyone is seeking any particular support during this time then please do get in touch with me on my email
fjelley1@parra.catholic.edu.au and I will do my best to link you in with the appropriate service.

Kind regards,
Fay Jelley
Wellbeing Counsellor (Social Worker)

LIBRARY

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE

For those students participating in the Premier's Reading
Challenge a tab has been created on our iLearn@home website
with links to the book lists and places to go to view and read the
texts online.

Happy Reading everyone!!!!

https://iview.abc.net.au/show/numberblocks
https://iview.abc.net.au/show/mathxplosion
https://iview.abc.net.au/show/mini-lessons-maths
https://www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/where-get-emergency-help
https://www.cmcs.org.au/emergency_relief
https://www.hca.org.au/emergencyrelief
https://www.ozharvest.org/hamper-hub-granville/
https://www.maggiedent.com/blog/top-tips-for-families-in-isolation/
https://newywithkids.com.au/family-fun-social-distancing-coronavirus/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/arts/schools/sydney-school-of-education-and-social-work/resources-for-parents-working-at-home-with-kids.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/arts/schools/sydney-school-of-education-and-social-work/resources-for-parents-working-at-home-with-kids.html
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/coronavirus-covid-19-guide
https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/ilearnhome/premiers-reading-challenge


FURTHER PARENT INFORMATION DURING THIS PERIOD OF REMOTE LEARNING

As we move forward in this period of remote learning we assure all families that we will continue to ensure equity for
those students learning at home and/or at school. This means that some of our planned experiences must be cancelled
and hopefully rescheduled for a later time in the year.

Communication
The school will regularly keep you updated with information regarding changes that arise. These will be sent to parent
emails and via the Skoolbag app, FACEBOOK & COMPASS. It is essential that all parents read this information carefully.
Before calling the office to ask a question, check the previous communications you have received as the answer is often
there. Families are also able to email their child/ren’s teacher via the school email address, however, please do not
expect an immediate response. Our teachers have many responsibilities during the day and will require time to respond.

Student Engagement with the Community
Students engage with the community for a variety of reasons. These include providing alternative learning opportunities,
enhancing the presentation of content and/or sharing in faith.

● All In-school experiences and excursions have been postponed
● All out of school sporting opportunities have been postponed

Responsible Behaviours When Out in The Community
The lockdown during the break and now the remote learning period have demonstrated that we need to be even more
vigilant to support a quick return to less restrictive living.

These are some reminders for our essential worker families who are still accessing the school site...

Morning Drop off
● Parents/carers need to be aware of social distancing and personally monitor their own movements to ensure

adequate distance at all times.
● Parents/carers are asked to stay in the car, let their child out.  Mrs Hoey and or Mr Jones will be out the front of

the school to ensure students safely walk into the school. A teacher will be on duty and waiting for them from
8:00am.

● No parent or carer is to enter the school site
● Families who walk, we ask you to stop before approaching the front gate, and allow your child to walk into school

on their own.

Afternoon Pick up
● Pick up remains at 2:40pm
● Parents/carers need to maintain social distance
● During this current period of lockdown and remote learning, parents picking up their children are to wait at the

gates and a staff member will send your child(ren) to the gate.
● Parents/carers must collect their child/ren and leave straight away. This is not a time to socialise
● If you need to speak with your child’s teacher you need to contact them to arrange a phone conversation, you are

not able to speak to them in person.
● All adults must wear a mask if unable to socially distance

Walkers
● Parents are to remain in/at their cars
● Students will walk up Calliope Street in family groups and enter their family car via the pedestrian side doors
● Students will be supervised to cross the bridge and are expected to walk to their parent/carer.
● Parents who park in Trenton Rd and Byron Rd are requested to observe social distancing.

Entering the school administration office
● All adults must check in using the NSW QR Code provided so bring your phone
● All adults must wear a mask
● Don’t forget to check out

While this situation continues to force us to take necessary precautions, we do so willingly to support the safety, wellbeing
and learning of all. As always, we endeavour to communicate any changes within a timeframe that is reasonable, and we
thank our parent community for your patience and understanding.



UP TO DATE CONTACT DETAILS REMOTE LEARNING PHOTOS

Have you changed your address, phone
numbers – home, work, mobile or
emergency contact numbers? If so, could
you please let the office know as a matter
of urgency as we will need to update our
contact details to ensure swift contact and
communication when needed.  Especially

during this time of remote learning it is absolutely vital that
we have the correct contact details. Please notify the
school via phone, skookbag or email.

Families are invited to send 1 photo to the
school email address
(stpatsguildford@parra,catholic.edu.au) that
demonstrates their child’s learning from
home for the week in review.  These photos
will be used to create a clip to share with all
via our various social media and
communication channels. We want to
celebrate the wonderful learning taking place.  Please send
these photos by 12pm this Friday.

SPORT

Health & Wellbeing Lockdown
It is important that we balance our workload for our students and to ensure we are remaining active by providing
opportunities for physical activities in our home environments.

Cumberland Council has put together some resources to run sessions after home learning live over Zoom.
https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/healthandwellbeing

Please take advantage of these resources and sign up to any of the workshops that may interest your child/ren.

T O K Y O  2 0 2 0 🔵⚫🔴💚💛
With the official TOKYO 2020 Olympic Games Opening Ceremony scheduled for Friday, back here in Australia we will be
cheering on the former students from the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta schools who have been selected for
the Australian Olympic Team for #Tokyo2020Olympics.

We congratulate these athletes on this achievement and we wish all of them the best in their quest for GOLD! 🥇
This morning is the first event for the Australian Softball Women's team (Aussie Spirit) playing the host Japan ... and we
hope to see Taylor on the field. Good luck team!

💚💛EXCITING DAYS AHEAD and CONGRATULATIONS to these former students of our schools:

*Lachlan Anderson
St Angela’s, Castle Hill
Rugby Sevens

*Gordon Allan
St Bernadette’s, Lalor Park
Patrician Brothers College, Blacktown
Para-Cycling

*Paulo Aokuso
Good Shepherd, Plumpton
St Clare’s, Hassall Grove
Boxing

*Madison Ashby
Penola College, Emu Plains
Rugby Sevens

*Timothy Hodge
St Bernadette’s, Lalor Park
Patrician Brothers College, Blacktown
Parra-Swimming

*Taylor Tsitsikronis
Caroline Chisholm College, Glenmore Park
Women’s Softball
#theaussiespirit

Thank you and Stay Safe
Alexander Meoli
Sports Coordinator

https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/healthandwellbeing

