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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents 
  
This Sunday’s readings focus on the theme of forgiveness. From our own life experience we know how important 
forgiveness is. Wittingly or unwittingly we hurt others. Love that is not expressed in forgiveness will soon die. We would 
all end up locked into our past errors, sins, misunderstandings and hurts. Forgiveness is always a surprise. We can never 
earn it, and when it comes it is always so healing and refreshing. It protects us against despair and utter loneliness and 
encourages us to keep hoping. It reassures us that wherever we have been and whatever we have 
done we really can still love and be loved. 
  
By reflecting on our own experience, for we know what it is to forgive and to be 
forgiven. We know also what it is like to be not ready to be forgiven or to offer 
forgiveness. Forgiveness really happens when the person who is offended 
continues to give him/herself in love to the person who caused the offence, and 
when the person who caused the offence knows that the person he/she has 
offended truly welcomes the return of love.  We all know times when we would like 
to forgive, we may even say ‘I forgive you’, but we are not ready to offer ourselves 
in love. We are still hurting too much, we are still too bitter. We may even be ready 
to forgive and our offering is truly genuine, but we know that the person who 
offended us hasn’t really changed and so forgiveness is not yet possible. We all 
know, too, the experience of having offended someone. We long for their 
forgiveness and we are willing to do whatever is needed to regain love, but the person we have offended either does not 
want to forgive or is not yet ready to forgive even though they may want to. 
  
In other words we know that forgiveness is only real when there is a mutual giving of self in love to the other. The Gospel 
makes this clear when Jesus speaks of repentance, “I tell you that you forgive not seven times but seventy times seven”. 
For forgiveness to happen there must be a change of mind and heart. There must also be a change in behaviour. If I am 
hurting someone, and I feel uncomfortable with the ensuing tension, and I feel sorry and say it but I continue to behave in 
the same hurting way, of course real forgiveness is not possible, nor is the consequent reconciliation and the joy that 
comes through a mutual gift of self in love.  
 
During the past three weeks our Year 2 students have experienced God’s everlasting love and forgiveness as many of 
them have celebrated their first reconciliation/penance.  Saying sorry is never easy whether it be a child or an adult, but it 
truly does help our relationships and create an atmosphere of trust. 
 
 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 8 
7/9 8:30am Assembly (ZOOM) 

9:30am Being an eSafe Kid (Yr 5 & 6) 
9/9 Dance Fever: Years 3-6 

9:15am Mass - 4BM 
11:30am First Penance - 2H 

11/9  9:30am-10:30am Year 6 Cyber 
safety & Social Media Police Talk 
11am-12pm Year 5 Cyber safety & 
Social Media Police Talk 

 

Week 9 
14/9 8:30am Assembly (ZOOM) 
16/9 Dance Fever: Years 3-6 

8:35am Penance - 5R 
9:15am Mass - 6KF 
 

Week 10 
21/9 8:30am Assembly (ZOOM) 
22/9 Year 3 Incursion - Fizzics Education 
23/9 Dance Fever: Years 3-6 
25/9 Last Day of Term 3 

 Draft New Curriculum Learning 
Cycle Term 3, Year 5 and Year 6 
Parent Feedback 
 
Chancery Office and Draft Religious 
Education Curriculum 
 
 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

This week is ‘World Wellbeing Week’. It was established to promote overall awareness of wellbeing. It is recommended 
that we eat and sleep well, exercise and maintain mental health in order to be healthy, but ‘wellness’, and being well is 
slightly more complex. 
 
The mental health and wellbeing of our students, staff and families is of great importance to us at St Patrick’s. Wellbeing 
Week is a time where we are encouraged to spend some quality time with our children. Let’s face it, life is busy! Between 
work and life responsibilities, the days pass us by in the blink of an eye. I know as a parent I worry that I don’t spend 
enough time with my children. Sometimes I feel guilty about working full time, or experience anxiety about choosing to go 
to the gym or out to dinner with my friends. 
 
Children need high-quality time with their parents. That is what is most beneficial to children and what can have a positive 
effect on their wellbeing. It isn’t about endless hours of time, it’s about how we choose to spend that time that truly 
matters. 
 
So, here are some tips for busy families to use to connect this week with their children and to make sure everyone is ok!  
 
1. Have a daily “connect” time with your child. Do this face-to-face, if possible but if this isn’t an option, create a routine for 
doing so in other ways, such as leaving a note in your child’s lunch box or by their toothbrush, or writing an encouraging 
message on a shared whiteboard in the house. 

2. Create a special ritual for you and your child, something that can be done every day. For example, let your child 
choose and read one book with you at bedtime. 

3. Tell your child you love them everyday and tell them how important they are to you and how they make you feel. 

4. Reinforce positive behaviour. For example, if your child completes their chores without you asking, acknowledge it with 
words of appreciation. 

5. Make and eat meals with your children whenever possible. If time is limited, look 
for simple meals that require very little preparation, or grab a healthy snack such as 
an apple and sit for a few minutes and chat with your child about their day. 

6. Schedule time for doing an activity of your child’s choosing. Be sure to follow 
through and complete the activity without any distractions. 

7. Play with your child, even if it’s just before bedtime or outside after you pick them 
up from school. Every little bit of time makes a positive impact! 

8. Laugh and be silly with your child. 

9. Turn off technology when you spend time with your child. Try not to text, answer calls, scroll through social media, or 
watch television. 

Meaningful connections are about the quality of time, not quantity of time. Keep it simple and connect with your 
child. Each connection has a lasting impact and provides the support and reassurance that your child needs. If you are 
ever concerned about the social and emotional wellbeing of your child, please talk to your child’s teacher or come and 
visit me in the office. 
 
 
Tracy Hoey  
Assistant Principal  

https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Notes/Draft-New-Curriculum-Learning-Cycle-Term-3-Year-5-Parent-Feedback.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Notes/Draft-New-Curriculum-Learning-Cycle-Term-3-Year-5-Parent-Feedback.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Notes/Draft-New-Curriculum-Learning-Cycle-Term-3-Year-5-Parent-Feedback.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Chancery-Office-and-Draft-Religious-Education-Curriculum.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Chancery-Office-and-Draft-Religious-Education-Curriculum.pdf


 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 
 

This feast was observed in Rome before the end of the seventh century. It commemorates 
the recovery of the Holy Cross, which had been placed on Mt. Calvary by St. Helena and 
preserved in Jerusalem, but then had fallen into the hands of Chosroas, King of the Persians. 
The precious relic was recovered and returned to Jerusalem by Emperor Heralius in 629. 

  
Faith in salvation and the resurrection made the cross a symbol of pride. The worst weapon of 
Jesus' enemies could not overpower him. Through the cross, Jesus triumphs over death. 

  
"How splendid the cross of Christ! It brings life, not death; light, not darkness; Paradise, not its 

loss. It is the wood on which the Lord, like a great warrior, was wounded in hands and feet and side, but healed thereby 
our wounds. A tree has destroyed us, a tree now brought us life" (Theodore of Studios). 
  
The feast reminds us that Christianity is not an abstract faith but rather emerges from God’s direct intervention in the 
history of humanity. A faith rooted in real historical events involving real people and a real execution on a real cross. Take 
away that history – take away the Cross – and Christianity simply makes no sense. 
  
We make the Sign of the Cross before prayer which helps to fix our minds and hearts to God. After prayer we make the 
Sign of the Cross to keep close to God. During trials and temptations our strength and protection is the Sign of the Cross. 
At Baptism we are sealed with the Sign of the Cross, signifying the fullness of redemption and that we belong to Christ. 
Let us look to the cross frequently, and realize that when we make the Sign of the Cross we give our entire self to God — 
mind, soul, heart, body, will, thoughts. 

 
 
KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

● Please keep in your prayers this week the children who are receiving Jesus for the first time in 
First Holy Communion. May Jesus nourish them spirituality to live a worthy life. 
 

● Congratulations to the children in 2A and 2H who received their First Penance during this fortnight.  
 
MASSES 

This term, classes will be attending the Parish Mass on Wednesdays and participate in class Penance. Due to limited 
numbers allowed in the church according to social distancing regulations, it is vital that anyone wishing to attend any of 
the masses phone the parish office to book in. Unfortunately anyone who does not call and book may be turned away.  
 
                                 Week 9                                                                  Week 10  
                         8.35am Penance 5R                                              Fr Peter is on retreat  
             9.15am Wednesday 16th  September                       Classes won’t be attending Mass 
                         6KF attending Mass                                                      or Penance  
                      St Cornelius and Cyprian  
  
 
 
 
 FEAST DAYS 
 

12th September - The Most Holy Name of Mary 
14th September - The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
15th September - Our Lady of Sorrows 
16th September - Sts Cornelius and Cyprian 
17th September - St Robert Bellarmine 
19th September - St Januarius 
21st September - St Matthew 
23rd September - St Pius of Pietrelcina 

  
 
 

Yours in Christ, 
   
   
  Wardeh Khoury 



 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO FATHER PETER 

NEW DEAN FOR EASTERN DEANERY: Father Peter has accepted the appointment of becoming the new Dean of 
Eastern Deanery. The Diocese is made up of five deaneries: Mountains, Western, Central, Northern and Eastern. The 
parishes in our Deanery are: Parramatta, North Parramatta, Dundas Valley, Rydalmere, Westmead, Harris Park, 
Granville, Merrylands and Guildford. The Dean has numerous responsibilities including calling a regular deanery meeting 
of the priests, being on the Eastern Deanery Pastoral Council and taking the concerns of the clergy and laity of the area 
to the Council of Priests. 

 

MERIT AWARDS - Congratulations to the following students 

KA Ella Nader 
Lavin Joga 

KH Stavroula Kabouris 
Taliyah Iskandar 

KGM Tala Haddad 
Thalia Karaki 

1F Xavier Ah Sam 
Irini Boutros 

1C Emily Loulach 
Izayah Obeid 

2C Emily Chen 
Julien Khalil 

2A George Diab 
Damien Dandan 

2H Jaysen Hallit 
Angelina Farah 

3F Isabella Arriguetti 
Maxmillion Karadijan 

3D Levi Boustani 
Jayden Mokdassi 

4B Angel Geaitani 
Marcel Sleiman 

4H Sienna Tatian 
Marcel Sleiman 

4BM Adriana Antoun 
Alexander Dib 

5R Sienna Alam 
Salim Alsaadou 

5C Nicole Karam 
Chiara Ranieri 

5M Jacob Aoun 
Isabella Scaltrito 

6Z Jesse Stewart 
Tatyana Dahdal 

6KF Elaine Akkari 
Mikayla Loulach 

6CF Bianca Loulach 
Kim Redolme 

 

WELLBEING 

Year 6’s reward afternoon for filling their Gem jar 

 
 

A CONVERSATION CAN CHANGE A LIFE 

It’s R U OK? day today. A day to remind us to connect with the people around us 
and start a conversation with anyone who may be struggling with life. You don't 
need to be an expert to reach out - just a good friend and a great listener.  
 
Use these four steps and have a conversation that could change a life: 
1. Ask R U OK? 
2. Listen 
3. Encourage action 
4. Check in 



 
 

NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK: PUTTING CHILDREN FIRST 

We all play a part in keeping children and young people safe and ensuring they can 
live and learn in a safe environment. This National Child Protection Week (6 to 12 
September 2020), we pledge commitment to listening to the voices of children and 
young people and remaining vigilant to their safety and wellbeing.  
 

In support of the National Child Protection Week theme, “Putting Children First”, and in line with the National Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards, Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP) is committed to the establishment and 
implementation of child safe systems, policies and procedures.  
 
The aim is to have in place practices that are proactive and preventative in nature, providing children and young people 
with school environments where they are safe, informed, participate, and where the adult community, working together 
with children and young people, work towards making this happen.  
 
Recently, CEDP have moved from what was primarily Child Protection to Safeguarding, which requires us to do things 
differently, enabling a greater level of proactivity, children's voice and building all-round knowledge for what is safe 
behaviour when working with students and children. The CEDP Safeguarding team's role is to support the implementation 
of the Standards, to manage concerns raised about employees, Working With Children Checks (WWCC), and to provide 
training, education and support to the CEDP community.  
 
By providing the community with the knowledge, support and procedures to keep children and young people safe we are 
equipping everyone with the tools and skills needed to be ambassadors of child safety! Throughout 2020, CEDP's 
Safeguarding Team have been working on many projects to align with the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards.  
 
Check out www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities - after all, what's more important than 
the knowledge to help keep children and young people safe! 

 

NUMERACY 

K-6 SPOT THE MATHS COMPETITION: Congratulations to Finau Maka (5C) for his creative and mathematical 
competition entry.  

 

 

ZOOM ASSEMBLIES  CONTACT INFORMATION  ROAD SAFETY  

Please note that all participants at 
our Monday morning Zoom 
assemblies are required to have their 
name displayed.  If your name is not 
associated with the phone or 
computer you are using, you will not 
be admitted into the assembly from 
the waiting room.  

 Ensuring that we have the most up 
to date phone numbers is always 
important. During the current 
Covid-19 period it is absolutely 
imperative that the school be 
informed immediately of any 
changes to mobile phone numbers 
and or email addresses.  
Click to update. 

 When crossing 
Calliope Street, please 
use the crossings at the 
top and the bottom of 
the street.  
 
When dropping your child(ren) off 
remind them to walk on the left 
hand side of the footpath away 
from the kerb.  

https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Contact-Us


 
 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

Just a reminder as of 17 August, some of the changes required from schools are: 

● Vigilance in ensuring that staff and students do not attend school or work if they are unwell 
● Students absent or sent home due to flu like symptoms need to be tested 
● Staff and students must not return to school or work until they return a negative COVID-19 result and are 

symptoms free 
● Schools must sight the negative COVID-19 test result prior to allowing students and staff to return to school 

(please send or email a copy of the negative result) 
● Schools should limit activities to Year or Stage groups whenever possible. 
● Parent social events or functions are no longer permitted 
● Schools must not travel outside of their local community area or zone for all inter school activities 

 
Additional Measures 

● Exclude students and staff with even mild symptoms of COVID-19 
● Encourage immediate testing for any symptomatic child(ren) or staff 
● Prohibit return to school for anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 until a negative COVID test result has been 

reported 
● Ensure that adults maintain physical distancing at all times 
● Ensure good hand hygiene at all times (e.g. upon entry to the school, entry to the classroom and upon exit of 

the classroom)  
● Schools are advised that Kindergarten orientation and transition to school activities remain on hold until further 

notice.  
 

LIBRARY 

 
The 2020 NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge has now closed. All reading logs should now be entered online.  
Congratulations to the following students who finished the Challenge - Alyssa Dib 1F, Azlag Suner 2C, Ashwini 
Wijesinghe 5M, Alexia Hashim 3D. 
 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge aims to encourage a love of reading for leisure and pleasure in students, and to enable 
them to experience quality literature. It is not a competition but a challenge to each student to read, to read more and to 
read more widely. All 47 students who finished the Challenge will receive a certificate towards the end of the year. 

 
 
 

CLOTHING POOL  PARENT LINE  CANTEEN ORDERS 

To adhere with current advice, the St 
Patrick’s Clothing Pool will operate by 
completing a “Wish to 
Order” form at the 
office. School staff will 
attempt to meet the 
request if items are 
available. 

 Parent Line is a free telephone      
counselling and support service for     
parents and carers with children     
aged 0 to 18 who live in NSW. Call         
1300 1300 52 
What Can I Talk About? 
Parent Line receives calls from     
parents, carers and professionals    
who have questions or concerns     
about a child or young person. Their       
qualified and caring counsellors can     
help you whether you are caring for       
a baby, child or teenager. 

 As parents are not permitted within 
the school playground of a morning 
a reminder that lunch orders can be 
ordered via the Canteen app.  For 
more information. All orders are to 
be submitted prior to 9am to avoid 
cutoff of online orders. You will 
receive an email to confirm your 
order. Canteen Price List  

 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Notes/Canteen-Price-list-and-ordering-2020.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Notes/Canteen-Price-list-and-ordering-2020.pdf
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2020-Files/Notes/Canteen-Price-list-and-ordering-2020.pdf


 
 
 

COMPASS PORTAL -  Lodging Absent Notices 

Just a reminder that all attendance notes/explanations can be completed via the Compass Portal. Due to the recent 
update of the Compass Portal, both parents residing at the same address will now receive the attendance SMS 
notification at 10am. Once a note has been submitted, the link will expire. Only one note can be submitted per student 
per day. 

If your child/ren are away from school a note to explain the absence is required within 7 days of the first day of any 
absent period. If your child/ren does not bring a note within the 7 days their absence may be recorded as an 
‘Unexplained’.  

● Note to teacher (upon first day of return) 
● Skoolbag App  
● SMS Service (link message at 10am) 
● Notifying the school office 
● Email the school - stpatsguildford@parra.catholic.edu.au 

 
Extended Leave 
Extended leave is considered to be 5 or more days during the school term for the purpose of a family holiday, family 
business, bereavement or other reasons. Parents or carers must complete and submit an Application of Extended Leave 
form prior commencing leave and have it approved by the school Principal. This form is available from the office or on 
the school website. 

 

BUILDING UPDATE 

During the past two weeks the scaffolding has been removed from the majority of the building, the roofing installed, the 
student toilets taking shape, canteen being fitted out and the Kindergarten space joinery being installed.  We have also 
had the opportunity to share our exciting outdoor learning environment proposal with the school community. Early next 
term we will start using the new toilets and new canteen.  Everything is still on track for completion by the commencement 
of the 2021 school year. 

          
Looking towards library from admin            Walkway to learning spaces                      Kindergarten learning space 

         
       Kindergarten learning space                                      Toilets                                                      Music room 

          
                     Year 5                                             First floor verandah to lift                     First floor outdoor learning area 

mailto:stpatsguildford@parra.catholic.edu.au
https://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/-/media/Files/CEDP/Sites/Primary/StPatricksPrimaryGuildford-Files/2019-Files/Notes/Application-for-Extended-Leave.pdf


 
 
 

SCHOOL DENTAL VISIT 

The School Dentist Mobile Clinic will be visiting St Patrick’s in Term 4. Detailed information will be sent home closer to 
date.  

 
 
 
 

 


