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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
 
This week we celebrate Catholic Schools Week with Catholic schools across NSW and the ACT.  The 
theme for 2020 is 'Celebrating 200 Years of Catholic Education'.  

In 2020, Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta will celebrate the bicentenary of Australia’s first 
Catholic school through continued commitment of growing opportunities of Catholic education for all.  This 
milestone will provide the opportunity to learn from one another, inviting the voices, curiosity, and 
creativity of our students, teachers and parents to celebrate the gifts of faith and learning. In owning the history of Catholic schools in 
Australia, we recognise the hurts of the past. We acknowledge the victims of abuse and injustice and continue to support them in 
healing together.  

From our first school in 1820, the contribution of the earliest Catholic schools transformed access to education for disadvantaged 
Australians. Today, Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta builds on this legacy through leadership both on equity and the 
transformation of learning and teaching through innovation. 

We acknowledge the history, stories, and Dreaming of the Darug people. We learn from the wrongs of the past, and these challenges 
guide us to a future that is accepting, welcoming and proudly diverse. The history of Catholic education in Australia is far from staid, 
beginning with Irish insurgency in the early colony. We continue to grow from our beginnings in 1820, acknowledging the spirit, 
determination, and initiative shown by our earliest lay teachers.  

Ours is a story of courage and determination with heroes like St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, a woman whose extraordinary faith 
effectively extended the opportunities of education to ordinary Australian children. We continue to grow from the foundations laid by the 
religious orders and the legacy of the clergy who dedicated their lives to building Catholic schools and their communities.  

The contribution of the earliest Catholic schools transformed access to education for disadvantaged Australians. Today, Catholic 
Education Diocese of Parramatta builds on this legacy through leading, transforming learning and teaching and through outreach. 
Above all, we celebrate all that unites us, and we commit to a hope that defines us, in living out God’s love for one another. 
 
Catholic Schools Week is about forging and strengthening relationships between everyone who has a stake in our schools – students, 
staff, families, priests, parishioners, and members of the wider community – by showcasing our activities and actions.  
  
Our school has a supportive community of teachers, support staff, parents, carers, P&F, clergy and parishioners who work together to 
focus on giving students the best education possible, encouraging success, promoting discipline, supporting creativity and instilling 
compassion. 

   
Best wishes for all as we continue our Lenten journey. 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 
 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 6 
5/3 9:15-10 Open Day Kindergarten 

Enrolments 2021 
10:00am NSW Crunch - Vegetable 
Week 

6/3 8:30am Assembly - Celebrating  200 
years of Catholic Education  
9 - 10am Open Classrooms for 
Parents 

Week 7 
9/3    8:30am Assembly (Hall) 
11/3  8:40am Penance 6KF 

9:15am Mass Year 4 
8:40am Parent Helper training 

Week 8 
16/3 8:30am Assembly (Hall) 
17/3 St Patrick’s Day  
        11:30am St Patrick’s Day Mass 
18/3 8:40am Penance 5C 

 Parent Helper Kindy - Year 4 
 
 
ALL SCHOOL NOTES ARE 
AVAILABLE ON THE SCHOOL 
WEBSITE 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

KA Chikamso Oyi 
Nathaniel Sesay 

KH Stavroula Kabouris 
Jay Xia 

KGM Sophia Yousif 
Allegra Taitan 

1F Eva Panta 
Alyssa Dib 

1C Zac Elia 
Sakina Lariosa  

2C Tayla Bounassif 
Julien Khalil 

2A Esabella Issac 
Emily Salem 

2H Irini Younan 
Christian Sleiman 

3F Tayla Geaitani 
Akenese Amone 

3D Mouamal Al-Muhsen 
Bridget Langi 

4B Charlisse El-Chedyak 
Eden Perera 

4H Michelle  Makhlouf 
Alexander El-Maalouf 

4BM Eljah Saba 
Gabriel Simarni 

5R Annaliese Loulach 
Leon Salem 

5C Antonio Isaac 
Serena Kartabani 

5M Natalia Jabbour 
Charbel Alam 

6Z Luke Mallick 
 

6KF Chris Azzi 
Mikayla Loulach 

6CF Lara Zeydan 
Andrew Sleiman 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Our-Community/School-Notes


 
 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

A child's education can be greatly enhanced by their parents' involvement in the classroom and at home.  
 
Parental engagement recognises that both parents and teachers play an important role in children’s learning, 
development and wellbeing, and that children generally do better when there are positive connections between the 
different spaces they learn in. 
 
A key aspect of parental engagement involves family-school partnerships. Family-school partnerships involve the ways 
families and schools work together to support children’s academic achievement. This includes connecting what children 
are learning at school with how they learn at home; helping families to respond early to children’s learning challenges; and 
extending children’s learning around the things they are passionate about.  
 
Here are some ways we can build family-school partnerships… 
 
Become a parent helper in the classroom 
Helping your child realise the value of education is extremely important. Your presence at their school is one way to show 
your children you support their school life and value their learning. This week an invitation went out to parents, 
grandparents and or carers from Kindergarten to Year 4 asking for your help in the classrooms with individual children; 
listening to them read, supporting them in a small group or helping them with their writing. Even if you only have 20 
minutes a week please consider helping out. A parent training session (for new parent helpers) will be held on 
Wednesday 11th March at 8.40am. Parents will be guided through the routines of the classroom and how they can assist 
children in the learning process. Teachers value parental assistance.  
 
Attend parent teacher meetings 
Good two-way communication between families and schools is necessary for your child's success. Not surprisingly, 
research shows that the more parents and teachers share relevant information with each other about a student, the better 
equipped both will be to help that student achieve academically. Some of the opportunities for two-way communication 
include our Parent Teacher meet and greets (which you attended on Tuesday) and our half yearly interviews held in Term 
2; Weekly communication folders of student work/ homework sent home for parent review; Phone calls and or e-mails; 
Skoolbag App and the School website. These are important opportunities for parents and teachers to come together to 
make sure students are progressing and to collaborate in determining ways we can both help them continue to succeed. 
 
Visit the classroom on our open days 
We encourage parents to visit classrooms during our open days. Classroom Visits allows you as parents to experience 
and understand what is happening in your children’s classrooms. It is also a means to gain information about the 
educational programs and to observe your child in a classroom learning situation. Our first open classroom day is 
tomorrow for Catholic Schools Week. Parents are invited to visit the classrooms to see what our classrooms in action 
look like. Look out for the other open days held throughout the rest of the year. 
 
Attend information nights or workshops held across the year 
Involvement in school information nights may provide you with new insights and understanding about your children. 
Information evenings (one usually per term) help keep you informed of what is going on in your child’s life at school, 
especially in the areas of Literacy and Numeracy. We use these information nights or use workshops to help you as 
parents learn about what goes on inside your child’s classroom. 
 
Support learning at home 
Parents can demonstrate involvement at home, by reading with their children, helping with homework, and discussing 
school events. Having a consistent time every day and a routine for reading and other activities, helps children get into 
the habit of managing their time effectively. 
 
Tracy Hoey 
Assistant Principal 

 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK INVITATION   BUSHFIRE APPEAL 

All parents are invited to attend tomorrow’s  
Catholic Schools Week Assembly at 8:30am  
followed by Open Classrooms until 9:50am. 

 Thank you to all the families who contributed to 
last week’s Mufti Day Bushfire appeal. As a 
school community we raised $514.20.  These 
funds have been donated to the Kangaroo Island 
Koala appeal. 

 



 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

LENT: Experience of Rescue  
During the 40 days of Lent we are preparing to immerse ourselves ever 
more deeply in commitment to the teachings of the Catholic Church ministry 
to the world we live in. 
We spend our Lent:  

- coming to greater clarity in our lives (prayer)  
- simplifying our lifestyles (fasting)  
- reaching out to those who are poor (almsgiving)  

In doing this, we are preparing to renew our baptismal commitment at Easter. Lent is the time when we 
intensify the community’s initiation of our new Catholics.  
Lent is really a time of “Retreat” or renewal for the whole community in Christian living.  
 
The word Lent comes from an Old English word: lencten meaning ‘springtime’. The date for the Easter 
celebration is determined by the phases of the moon and so Ash Wednesday will be calculated accordingly. 
So, Lent will begin on a different date each year. The forty days are counted from the first Sunday of Lent until 
Holy Thursday when the Easter Triduum begins. The number 40 is a symbolic number taken to mean the 
whole of one’s life.  
 

Loving God, 

I hear your invitation, "Come back to me" 

and I am filled with such a longing to return to you. 

Show me the way to return. 

Lead me this day in good works I do in your name 

and send your Spirit to guide me and strengthen my faith. 

I ask only to feel your love in my life today. 

 
2020 Sacrament Information 
Please note the following dates for your diary. Parents need to attend the Parent Meeting for the Sacrament 
that they wish to enrol their child in. The table below is taken from the Pastoral Letter from the Parramatta 
Diocese and indicates whether your child is eligible to receive the sacrament in the Catholic Church. St 
Patrick’s Parish Guildford follows these guidelines. 

 
Penance 
Who: Yr 2 children and those in Years 3-6 who have not received it. 
Penance Parent Information Meeting: 6th May at 6pm in the Hall 
First Penance is celebrated during school time as a class due to the nature of the sacrament. 
 
Eucharist 
Who: Yr 3 children and those in Years 4-6 who have not received it. 
First Eucharist Parent Information Meeting: 13th May at 6pm in the Hall 
Dates and enrolment will be explained at this information session. 
 
Confirmation 
Who: Yr 5 children and those in Year 6 who have not received it. 
Confirmation Parent Meeting: TBA 
Confirmation will be celebrated on Saturday 21st November at 6pm 



 

 
MASSES 
Parents and Friends are welcome to attend Mass with the Parish and school this term: 

Week 5                                                     Week 6 
Wednesday 28th February                       Tuesday 17th March 
9.15am Year 4 Mass                                 11.30am Whole School Mass 
2nd Week of Lent                                      St Patrick’s Day 
 

 
FEAST DAYS 
7th March  Sts Perpetua and Felicity 
9th March St Frances of Rome 
17th March St Patrick 
18th March St Cyril of Jerusalem 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Wardeh Khoury 
 



 
 

WELLBEING 

This week teachers are revisiting with their students the school expectation of being Safe, Respectful Learners within 
the learning spaces.  
Therefore we are… 
 
Safe by  - asking permission to leave the learning space 
 
Respectful by - working at agreed noise levels 

- working cooperatively  
- allowing others the right to learn 

 
Learners by - making responsible learning decisions 
 
The children are being taught many “how to’s” of the routines within the learning spaces. Year 1 recently learnt how to put 
their bags on their bag shelves (as many were left on the floor) as part of looking after their environment lesson for PDH. 
Now Year 1 have a safe environment that is respected and allows for productive learning. 
 
 

 

SPORT 

Dear Year 3 to 6 Parents & Students 
 
Expressions of interest are invited for students interested in participating in gala days for the following sports:  
 

● Basketball 
● Gymnastics 
● League Tag 
● Touch Footy 
● Soccer 
● Netball 

 
Click on this link to access the survey and complete the expression of interest. Please complete a separate survey for 
each of your Year 3 to 6 children. Note: completion of the survey does not guarantee automatic entry, however will inform 
the school of sporting interest in the gala days. 
 
Also, the school is seeking any parents who would be keen to supervise, coach, referee/umpire any specific sport they 
have interest in. You will need to ensure you have completed the Building Child Safe Communities - Undertaking for 
Volunteers form and Online Training module, as these are a legal requirement if you wish to assist in one of these roles. 
 
Kind regards, 
Alexander Meoli 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LamjfgYKklv1Nq2-zo1LFCYl-Ps7BAnrbOzMN7DXFnI/prefill
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LamjfgYKklv1Nq2-zo1LFCYl-Ps7BAnrbOzMN7DXFnI/prefill
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities


 

LIBRARY 

 

2020 NSW PREMIER'S READING CHALLENGE 

2nd March – 28th August 2020 
Notes have been sent home regarding the Premier’s Reading Challenge 2020.  

You must give permission for your child to participate by signing and returning 
the consent form. Student names and passwords will then be sent home 
enabling parents to complete the online reading record. 

Start reading now! You can keep track of books you are reading to be added to 
your reading log once the challenge opens. Anything you have read from 31st 
August 2019 can be counted towards the 2020 PRC. 

Please familiarise yourself with the rules by visiting 
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/rules.html 

 

PRC Student Site 

The PRC student site is available again this year! Students can search for books to read, add books 

to their reading logs, and track their progress throughout the challenge. You can find the site at 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/studentExperience.html#/ and there is a useful help video 

available to demonstrate how the site works.  

 
 

CLOTHING POOL  KINDERGARTEN 2021 ENROLMENTS OPEN 

St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be 
open on Monday 9th March at 
8.15am. 
 
The Clothing Pool 
store is now located 
behind the school hall 
 
If you have any items 
to donate please send them to the 
office. Thank you 

 2021 Kindergarten enrolments are now open. 
Enrolment forms are available via the school 
website or can be collected from the office. 

Please let family, friends and neighbours know 
that 2021 Kindergarten forms are available. 
Next Open Morning - 24 March at 9:15am  

 

NAPLAN ONLINE  LATE PICK UP 

In preparation for NAPLAN Online, students and parents of Year 3 & Year 5 
are invited to use the public demonstration tests available from ACARA to 
help familiarise themselves with the types of questions and related 
functionalities available in the NAPLAN Online assessment.  
 
Click on the link to access the NAPLAN Demonstration Site. 
 
Some of the key features include a range of question types, on screen tools, 
timers and interactive navigation. Students are encouraged to try all the 
tests for their year level and practise the complete range of question formats 
available in the online assessment.  

 Just a reminder that supervision 
finishes at 3:10pm to enable staff to 
attend meetings.  Please ensure you 
have picked up your child(ren) by this 
time.  If you are running late, please 
ring the school office to inform the 
school of an approximate time of 
arrival. 

 
 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/rules.html
https://nsw.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c6940efad798431e6a5f5e66&id=0b16f82df5&e=130b8a3e46
https://nsw.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c6940efad798431e6a5f5e66&id=42b99518a5&e=130b8a3e46
https://nsw.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c6940efad798431e6a5f5e66&id=42b99518a5&e=130b8a3e46
http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site


 

E-SAFETY CHECKLIST 

A new eSafety Toolkit for Schools has been launched by the Australian eSafety Commissioner. This kit 
contains a suite of resources which support schools to create safer online environments. The Toolkit is 
available at esafety.gov.au/toolkit-schools. 
 
About the resources 
These resources are free and available for all schools to use. They’re backed by evidence and support a 
nationally consistent approach to preventing and responding to online safety issues. The resources sit within 
four categories: Prepare, Engage, Educate and Respond. Schools can choose how they use resources based 
on the needs of their community. Whether the resources from each element are used on their own or 
collectively, each contributes to creating safer online environments for school communities. 
 
How you can help 
You can assist in spreading the word about the eSafety Toolkit for Schools by: 

● Letting your stakeholders know about the Toolkit 
● Sharing or re-tweeting eSafety’s posts on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn 
● Sharing our key messages on your social media channels (suggestions below) using the hashtag 

#eSafetyTools4Schools 
 

Suggested social media posts 
 

● The eSafety Toolkit for Schools is a new suite of resources designed to support schools in creating 
safer online environments #eSafetyTools4Schools esafety.gov.au/toolkit-schools 

● The eSafety Toolkit includes free online resources for primary and secondary schools in Australia with 
guidance to support online safety and wellbeing. #eSafetyTools4Schools esafety.gov.au/toolkit-schools 

● The new eSafety Toolkit for Schools is a flexible online resource that allows schools to find relevant 
advice for each stage of its online safety journey #eSafetyTools4Schools esafety.gov.au/toolkit-schools 

 
The Safety Commissioner welcomes and encourages feedback on the Toolkit – including other resources you 
consider would be of benefit to all school communities. eSafety is focused on continuing to deliver resources 
which increase the online safety awareness and capabilities of all Australian school communities.  
 
If you’d like to receive updates on new resource releases and other eSafety initiatives and haven’t done so 
already, you can sign up to eSafety news. 
 

 

HEALTHY HYGIENE HABITS 

As we enter the cooler months of the year and with various bacterial infections, school children often pick up germs. 
These germs can spread very quickly from child to child by touching a contaminated surface. Germs also spread very 
quickly in the air via coughs and sneezes. Once your child has picked up germs, germs can quickly spread to the rest of 
your family at home. Helping your child/ren understand about good hygiene will go a long way to helping them and the 
rest of your family stay healthy.  Teachers remind students about the below constantly.  Please discuss the below with 
your child(ren). 
 
Some tips for good hygiene practices are: 
 
Keep hands clean - Thorough hand washing is one of the most effective ways to help prevent the spread of germs in 
schools. Teach your child/ren how to wash their hands (rubbing hands together for at least 20 seconds using soap and 
clean running water). 
 
Coughs and sneezes - Teach your child/ren to cover their nose and mouth with a tissue when coughing or sneezing to 
stop germs from becoming airborne and to throw used tissues in the bin and always wash hands with soap and water 
afterwards. If there isn’t a tissue available, encourage your child/ren to sneeze or cough into their elbow instead of their 
hands to reduce the spread of bacteria. 
 
Drink plenty of water - Water is much healthier than drinks that are high in sugar, sweeteners, additives and caffeine. 
Encourage your child/ren to drink plenty of water throughout the day, as even slight dehydration can lead to poor 
concentration, lethargy, irritability and headaches. 

 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.esafety.gov.au/educators/toolkit-schools/&data=02%7c01%7c%7cf95d2e7c0ea94a6d3fcf08d7b4f615aa%7c43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%7c0%7c0%7c637176841346200040&sdata=vUlimbT0ppjuGvD0E2B9PgrWwYrTBnKc/DyyjNGR360%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://twitter.com/esafetyoffice&data=02%7c01%7c%7cf95d2e7c0ea94a6d3fcf08d7b4f615aa%7c43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%7c0%7c0%7c637176841346200040&sdata=/H%2B9LKsgsCmmSZFQpt0uHp9DBGdsLPVa9fTenm4/P78%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.facebook.com/eSafetyOffice/&data=02%7c01%7c%7cf95d2e7c0ea94a6d3fcf08d7b4f615aa%7c43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%7c0%7c0%7c637176841346210032&sdata=rG9Qs0lxlDpyMK9DMhbaTiCuAqCR3SdwH9IOdv/d0a4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://au.linkedin.com/company/esafetyoffice&data=02%7c01%7c%7cf95d2e7c0ea94a6d3fcf08d7b4f615aa%7c43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%7c0%7c0%7c637176841346220029&sdata=eJKJd5msAc0KiPDKSKR7fuWLqnAJjBsaBVQ880B1d%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.esafety.gov.au/educators/toolkit-schools/&data=02%7c01%7c%7cf95d2e7c0ea94a6d3fcf08d7b4f615aa%7c43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%7c0%7c0%7c637176841346220029&sdata=3IhnTGLNW95l9HOGC0jcrBSBaBXE09pq7QQEXmaepM0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.esafety.gov.au/educators/toolkit-schools/&data=02%7c01%7c%7cf95d2e7c0ea94a6d3fcf08d7b4f615aa%7c43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%7c0%7c0%7c637176841346230026&sdata=98tOhd9CswDzWJuxxMdH0rEip1Nxt1RNkQYQHa7RxZY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.esafety.gov.au/educators/toolkit-schools/&data=02%7c01%7c%7cf95d2e7c0ea94a6d3fcf08d7b4f615aa%7c43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%7c0%7c0%7c637176841346230026&sdata=98tOhd9CswDzWJuxxMdH0rEip1Nxt1RNkQYQHa7RxZY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/subscribe&data=02%7c01%7c%7cf95d2e7c0ea94a6d3fcf08d7b4f615aa%7c43c01865a0914ea9adee6ba5e69e291f%7c0%7c0%7c637176841346240016&sdata=zYTNZHkV8NQu5WCwtSA287thMugm11EkPrN4pKJzSpM%3D&reserved=0


 
 

PARENT GROUP  NEWS 

Welcome back to all staff, students and families for 2020. Our first meeting was held last Tuesday, 
25th February. 

Mr Jones and Mrs Hoey discussed various items relating to the year ahead at St Patrick’s with regards to                   
staffing, building update with the intention of completion by the end of the year, kiss and drop and the various                    
parking issues. 

Voting for the Parent Committee was announced. Please welcome our new Committee Members for 2020: 

President Rania Antoun 

Vice President Jackie Obeid 

Secretary Jen Lawlor 

Treasurer Beth Stewart 

PRC Linda Raneri & Rebecca Bou-Said 

Fundraising Rima Saady, Layal Makhlouf, Julia Maalouf, 
Rebecca Bou-Said, Yuliya Chehade, Bern 
Nahas, Raghida Sader, Anna Loulach 

Hospitality  Emily Lichaa, Tina Tatian, Julia Maalouf 

2nd Hand Uniform Shop (Clothing Pool) Rania Antoun 

 

Our first fundraising event for the year will be for St Patrick’s Day. More information will be sent out closer to 
the date. 

Thank you to the 2019 Parent Group Committee for all their support during the year. 

 
This column is compiled by Parent Group Communications. If you have any queries or wish to contribute, please email  StPatsGuildford@parra.catholic.edu.au  and attention it to Parent Group 

Communications. 

 
 

 



 

 


