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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents,  
 
After many weeks of isolation, students working remotely, iLearn@home programs and the gradual transition of students back 
to school we will be so glad to welcome everyone back to school next Monday, 25 May.  The overall atmosphere of the school 
has been wonderfully positive, despite the underlying anxiety that is part of our world at present and I am sure that everyone, 
especially many of our parents will be excited to return to some normality from next week.  Whilst there will be some restrictions 
such as parents not being permitted onto school grounds, no excursions, gala days or physical assemblies; face to face 
learning will recommence. 
 
The past two months has once again shown that education is a profoundly human experience. It is as much about relationships 
as it is about skills and knowledge. We learn together. This is the soil in which we nurture our children; and it needs to be 
nourished with beautiful, kind, respectful, connected relationships. Relationships that are positive and gracious, full of love and 
compassion – peer to peer, student to teacher, colleague to colleague, parent to child, parent to teacher, school to community. 
This is repeated daily and sustained over years, not days. 
 
We want to see St Patrick’s students shining, despite the many challenges around us. Our purpose is not simply to survive this 
time, nor to craft a short-term response to get us over the next few months. Our vision is to see students possess the courage 
to bring hope to others, and to themselves. Thank you for all you’ve done to help this vision become a reality, at least for now. 
 
As we recommence normal school attendance from next Monday, I would request that we all display patience, compassion and 
compliance as we work together during these uncertain times.  Each morning and afternoon, there will be many cars around the 
school.  Please take care and look out for everyone, leave home a little earlier, wait for a spot to be vacant, don’t stop in the bus 
zone and drive carefully.  
 
As our students continue to transition back to school this week it has been noticeable that they are not school match fit; tiring 
early in the day, being hungry outside of morning tea and lunchtime, wanting immediate attention and feedback and struggling 
to learn/remain focussed for extended periods of time. This is a natural occurrence for many who have experienced two months 
of a different learning style.  Just like a sports person or a musician who has been training by themselves, it takes time to adjust 
to being part of a team/orchestra (class/grade at school).  Even getting back into winter uniform may seem tedious. Over the 
coming week, this will be a focus for our school community along with continuing to check in on where students are at. 
 
We look forward to next Monday and celebrating the return of the majority of students. 
 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 
 
 

Week 5 
25/5 2:15pm - 2:30pm Assembly 
(ZOOM) 

 Updated Arrangement for Transitioning Back to 
School - 14 May  

Managed Return to School for Students Term 2 2020 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL 
It has been wonderful over the last two weeks watching the children’s smiling faces as they exit their cars and enter the 
school gates to spend time again with their teachers and friends. The teachers have LOVED seeing the children too and 
are so proud of all of their efforts.  

   

 
Next week we see the return of all our students to school and school routines returning to a ‘NEW’ normal.  Whole school 
assemblies begin again but this time on ‘Zoom’. Small guided reading groups with teachers live. Working collaboratively 
with classmates at desks ‘1.5metres’ apart. Split recess’ and lunches for K-3 and 4-6. PE lessons resume along with 
Music and Art. Teachers teaching, and students learning, not behind a computer screen all day but face to face, with 
each other again.  
 
PM READERS ONLINE 
All students in Kindergarten to Year 3 have had a subscription to PM Readers online set up for them. PM readers online 
opens up hundreds of levelled readers both fiction and non-fiction for your children to read. Students can listen to stories 
read to them, record themselves reading or simply read the book themselves. Teachers are able to keep track of what 
students are reading and how long they are reading for. So as we return back to school I encourage you to continue 
accessing the readers assigned to your child. Instructions for PM online set up can be found on our iLearn@home 
website. 
 
STAYING CONNECTED TO THE CLASSROOM WITH SEESAW 
As of next week, K-2 teachers will not be posting activities on Seesaw for the children to complete, they will instead 
continue using seesaw as a means of showing you some of the work that your child completes in class. So look out for 
those notifications and messages on your Seesaw app. 
 
SEMESTER 1 REPORTS 
Following directions from the Government and CEDP, you will still receive a modified Semester 1 Report for your child at 
the end of this term (Week 10). It will not be an E-A Report or be as detailed as the previous reports due to the unusual 
events taking place, however, there will be a comment around how well your child is doing in the areas of Religion, 
English, Mathematics and general behaviours or traits. We hope to have parent teacher interviews to discuss the reports 
early in Term 3. 
 
Tracy Hoey  
Assistant Principal 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A04gw2Id7A_jshCCfeZjTVrneTAP_0GhimCsidbGRus/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A04gw2Id7A_jshCCfeZjTVrneTAP_0GhimCsidbGRus/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NNPolugpObj4vsex2SN3hFnAkCTEDBXQI64j3SkPj7s/edit?usp=sharing


 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

MAY THE MONTH OF MARY 
May is the month when Catholics traditionally focus on Mary, the Mother of Jesus. 
The practice dates back at least 700 years and is still observed around the world 
today.  
This month of devotions in the church calendar is characterised by special hymns 
and the use of flowers, which bring nature into the church. There are several Marian 
feast days in May, including Our Lady of Fatima, Our Lady of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. Our Lady Help of Christians and Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
The celebration of May as a holy month for Mary has been ratified by several popes 
through the ages. Pope Benedict XV ordered a prayer for peace in 1915 during 
World War I and Pope Pius XII called for May devotions in 1939, at the start of 
World War II. 
Perhaps the most well-known of the May Marian devotions is the crowning of a 
statue of Mary with flowers. This became particularly popular in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, with a procession of school-age boys and girls dressed in their 
finery, following the statue in a procession.  
In this ceremony, the statue is decorated at its base with flowers and one of the 

girls would be chosen to crown Mary with flowers.  
The Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of the Church and therefore the example, as well as the guide and inspiration, of 
everyone who, in and through the Church, seeks to be the servant of God and humanity and the obedient agent of the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit. Let us continue to ask for her to intercede and protect us on our journey of life. 

 
MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH 
The Second vatican Council presented the Virgin Mary in its document on the Church and in 1964 proclaimed the title 
Mother of the Church. Christ on the cross entrusted his mother to St John, “this is your mother”. Jesus was giving Mary 
as mother to the whole Church. The memorial, on the day after Pentecost, 1st June, remembers her maternal presence 
among the disciples of Christ from the beginning. 

 
FEAST DAYS 
24th May - The Ascension of the Lord 
25th May - Our Lady Help of Christians patron Saint of Australia 
26th May - St Philip Neri 
31st May - Pentecost Sunday 
1st June - The Blessed Virgin Mary of the Church  
  

 
                                                                                                                                      With Christ's blessing, 

                                                                                                                                                         Wardeh Khoury 
 
Let us pray that we might entrust ourselves to Jesus especially in difficult times. 

O God, 

As we remember Mary’s motherly presence 

Among the disciples of Jesus 

Remind all those who believe in you 

That they are never alone 

Especially through the unprecedented events of the last month 

And as we return to new forms of social interaction. 

Through Christ our Lord.    Amen 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

KINDERGARTEN 2021 ENROLMENTS OPEN 

2021 Kindergarten enrolments are now open.  
If your child was born between 1st August, 2015 and 31st July, 
2016, please collect an enrolment form via the school website or 
school office.  Please let family, friends and neighbours know that 
2021 Kindergarten forms are available. 

 
Please note: Advertised Open Days have been cancelled. 

 
Thank you to parents who have already submitted their enrolment 
applications for Kindergarten 2021. Letters of Offer will be sent to 
families who have submitted an enrolment application. Mr Jones 

and Mrs Hoey will be conducting interviews with the children over the next few weeks. 
 

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME 2020 

Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is read simultaneously 
in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and many other places around 
the country. This year it will be a virtual event promoting the value of reading and literacy.  
 
National Simultaneous Storytime will be taking place NEXT Wednesday 27 May 2020 at 11:00am. 
‘Whitney and Britney Chicken Divas’ by Lucinda Gifford is this year’s book. As a school we will stop everything 
and virtually read the book with others around Australia. 

 
 

WELLBEING 

As students are returning back to normal routines of school it is important that we help them adjust as 
smoothly as possible. Things to remember to help them get their ‘school routine’ back is to; 

● Ensure the students get to bed at a reasonable hour 
● Get up with time to get ready- bags packed, lunch packed and dressed in winter uniform.  
● A good breakfast to help start their day.  
● Ensure they have fruit break, recess and lunch as well as a water bottle in their bag. 
● Reminder to use the hand sanitiser provided in each space.  
● Use social distancing. 

 
Please read the following tips for returning to school for parents.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eGr1Po7DAn0nule-MYwufXjqS2oWdi_P/view


 

UPDATE EMAIL ADDRESS  CLOTHING POOL  CANTEEN 

One of the ways the school may 
contact you is via email. It is vital that 
you notify the school if you have 
changed your email address. You 
may notify the school via the 
Skoolbag App E-form. This will then 
be updated in your child’s file.  

 To adhere with current advice, the St 
Patrick’s Clothing Pool will operate 
by completing a 
“Wish to Order” form 
at the office. School 
staff will attempt to 
meet the request if 
items are available 

 The canteen will be open for 
breakfast, recess and lunch from 
this Monday, 25 May. 

 

 

FEE RELIEF FOR FAMILIES EXPEREINCEING HARDSHIP DUE TO COVID-19 

As the impact of COVID-19 continues to be felt in the community and by our families, we are committed to ensuring no 
child is denied an opportunity to attend a Catholic school because of financial hardship. Learn about the simple new 
process to assist families who are experiencing difficulties with school fees due to COVID-19 here. 
Please contact Cathy Hartsuyker in the office if you wish to know your outstanding fees. If you would like a copy of your 
school fee statement, please email the school. 

 

WINTER SCHOOL UNIFORM 

From the commencement of next week, all students are to return to school wearing the St Patrick’s winter uniform.  

GIRLS BOYS WHERE TO PURCHASE 

Green tartan dress  
White shirt (long sleeves)  
Navy tie  
Navy tights  
Black school shoes  
Navy school jacket/jumper  
Navy school hat 

White shirt (long sleeves) 
Navy tie  
Grey ankle school socks with 
double blue stripes  
Black school shoes  
Navy school jacket/jumper  
Navy school hat 

School hats, school bags and library bags 
are available from the office.  
Other uniforms can be purchased from: 
 

Merrylands West School & Workwear 
Centre -  

455-457 Merrylands Road, Merrylands 
 

Joseph’s School Uniforms & Workwear - 
308 Guilford Road, Guildford 

Pre-ordered Winter Jackets 
 
Due to the recent circumstances with COVID-19, pre-ordered winter jackets have been 
delayed. Winter jackets will arrive in approximately 3 weeks. Once the order is received the 
order will be distributed to the children. 

 

BUILDING UPDATE 

During the past two weeks there has been a significant amount of work done in readiness for a large concrete 
pour next Tuesday 26 May (weather pending).  Please take care when dropping your child(ren) off as there 
may possibly be a number of concrete trucks entering the building site via the staff car park. 
 

                      
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Dz6oNABEkWrMxRoPYNjFXTIKcHLY9AL/view?usp=sharing
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/FeeRelief?fbclid=IwAR2REjSDEX1zfCPbxlZ26T9iy_yFuONyXQ8W8HT-OLrFmjbKQw0jFkAVb4s
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/FeeRelief?fbclid=IwAR2REjSDEX1zfCPbxlZ26T9iy_yFuONyXQ8W8HT-OLrFmjbKQw0jFkAVb4s


 

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 

2nd March - 28th August 2020 
 
There are 14 weeks to go in the Challenge.  
 
Don’t forget to have a look at the important updates to the 2020 PRC Challenge rules to help all students meet 
the Challenge requirements this year. Please see the Rules page https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/rules.html 
for more information on these amendments. 
Key changes include: 
- All students will be able to include 10 choice books on their 2020 Student reading records. Please refer to the 
support article https://prcsupport.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/24000054175 for information on 
adding bonus choice books.  
- All students will be able to include books read as part of collaborative reading with teachers or parents/ 
carers, either in person or online. 
- Students who do not complete the Challenge in 2020 will not be disadvantaged from achieving cumulative 
PRC awards in the future.  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have completed the Challenge.  
Jackson Opoku 1C, Emily Beattie 2H, Charbel Alam 5M, Nour Alam 5R 
 
WHO WILL FINISH NEXT???  

 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/rules.html
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/rules.html
https://prcsupport.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/24000054175
https://prcsupport.freshdesk.com/a/solutions/articles/24000054175

