
 

 

ST PATRICK’S GUILDFORD 
 Principal: Steven Jones 

34 Calliope Street  
Guildford 2161 
Phone: 8728 7300 
Email: StPatsGuildford@parra.catholic.edu.au  
www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Contact Details  
Parish Priest: Fr Peter Blayney,  
Parish Associate: Sister Helen Cunningham OP 
Phone: 9632 2672  

         Newsletter 2           Thursday, 20th February 2020 

 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
 

Every now and then, we all need a little “stop and ponder” moment, just to take stock of how our life is going along. The 
following few lines might give us a “ponder” or two on an all too familiar topic:  

“We’re too busy it seems to take time for dreams or to go for a walk in the sun.  
Too busy today, no time for play, too busy just getting things done.  
Too busy to watch the children play, we don’t hear half the things they say. 
Will our hearts be filled with misgivings, when we learn we’ve been  too busy for living?” Adapted. Too Busy. Hilda.  

 

It is true that the more we expect of life the busier it becomes and the more complicated and cluttered it gets. Inevitably, 
this leads to less time we have available to appreciate the good things we have in life. Confucius definitely had it right 
when he said, “Life is really simple, but we insist in making it complicated.” 
 

How much of our business and life-clutter is brought about by our being caught up in the consumer culture that focuses 
on making money and then spending it on what we think we need. What were once considered to be luxuries are now 
seen as necessities. Furthermore, the internet and communication tools have probably led to our society losing the ability 
to be patient in our business. If we want to find something out, we Google and find out instantly the information we 
require, if we run out of a grocery item, we can find a grocery store open, purchase the item and then quickly move 
through the express aisle or self service aisle, if we require money we no longer have to wait for a bank to open, we can 
find an automatic teller machine (or even withdraw money whilst buying the grocery item) at any time of the day or night, 
simply just tap and go.  
 

Whilst technology and advancements have changed many things and situations in our life over time, one thing that has 
not changed, and if anything, becomes busier around schools is parent pick up and drop off.  On Monday I was observing 
the patience and care for the safety by the majority of our community. However, I also observed to my extreme 
disappointment, particularly after numerous requests and letters, the lack of patience, consideration of our school 
community and total disregard for road rules, neighbours and safety of our community. Parents parking in “No Parking” 
zones and bringing their children into school and parking across our neighbours driveways and commenting when asked 
to move that they would only be a minute and were in a rush; drivers overtaking over double lines whilst cars pulled in 
and out of the pick up area with parents and children crossing the road, some not even at the designated pedestrian 
crossings.  
 

Modelling patience and care for those around our school in the busyness is absolutely imperative. Please pass this 
message onto any family member or friend who may pick up your son and daughter. A minute or even five minutes of 
patience can not be too much to ask, everyone is busy, everyone has to get somewhere after school and every adult 
should be modelling patience to their children. 

Steven Jones   
 Principal                                                     At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 

 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 4 
20/2 Diocesan Swimming Carnival 
21/2 Mufti Day - Bushfire Support 
Week 5 
24/2 8:30am Assembly (Hall) 
26/2 Penance 6CK 
26/2 6pm Kindergarten Information Night 
26/2 Ash Wednesday 
28/2 Clean Up School Day 
1/3 St Paul’s Open Day 

Week 6 
Catholic Schools Week  
Parent & Teacher Meet and Greet week 
2/3 Staff Development Day (Pupil Free) 
3/3  8:30am Assembly (Hall) 

2021KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS 
COMMENCE 

3/3 Parent & Teacher Meet and Greet evening 
26/2 Ash Wednesday 
28/2 Clean Up School Day 

 Bushfire Support - Mufti Day 
Kindergarten Information Night 
Parent group AGM 
Measles Vaccination  
Technology Acceptable Use Contract - 
Early Stage 1 & Stage 1 
Technology Acceptable Use Contract - 
Stage 2 & Stage 3 
 
 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

KA Terese-Sophia Sab 
Elijah Cindrica 

KH Emily Xie 
Hannah Faghani 

KGM Anthony Hechme 
Olivia Remaili 

1F Savannah Mokdassi 
Mercedes Maka 

1C Isabelle Chehab 
Jacinta Langi 

2C Jordan Mokdassi 
Julien Khalil 

2A Emily Abboud 
Damien Dandan 

2H Ashtami Aji 
Jacob Nahas 

3F Tokotu'u Hale 
Sara Karki 

3D Fred Kailahi 
Joseph Tarabay 

4B Alycia Stewart 
Youssef Sukkar 

4H Alicia Mukamuri 
Samuel Awad 

4BM Vaishnavi Aji 
Mirella Kanaan 

5R Christopher Tarabay 
Selene Yacoub 

5C Finau Maka 
Danielle Sleiman 

5M George Hallit 
Natalia Jabbour 

6Z Sylvana Al Tahech 
Christian Khalil 

6KF Georgette Karaki 
Andrei Valderrama 

6CF Joseph Bou-Said 
Christian Gittany 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Professor John Hattie is a researcher in education and the author of Visible Learning, where he studied what aspects of a 
school have the greatest impact on student learning.  
 
He identified nine factors: Expectations, Mastery Learning, Homework, Challenge of Goals, Feedback, Aims & Policies of 
the School, Ability Grouping, Student Collaboration and Teacher-Student Relationships. 
 
If you were asked to review the list of factors, how would you rank them? Which ones would you say have the highest or 
lowest impact on your child’s learning? 
 
Would you have ordered them this way?  
1. Feedback 
2. Teacher-Student Relationships 
3. Mastery Learning 
4. Challenge of Goals 
5. Student Collaboration/ Peer Tutoring 
6. Expectations 
7. Homework 
8. Aims & Policies of the School 
9. Ability Grouping 
 
So, with feedback being number one, having nearly double the positive 
effect on student learning than the average, we have ensured that 
feedback is given by including it in our 2020 school goal. 
                ‘How does feedback and questioning help learners to inquire for deeper understanding?’ 
 
We will ensure: 
● Quality feedback is given to our students; 
● Feedback is acted on, by adapting and adjusting our teaching to accommodate our students' learning needs 
● Students have a Growth Mindset, with a Growth Mindset students are more likely to accept and use feedback; 
● Feedback is provided in a number of ways, oral, written, from their peers, etc; 
● That students provide feedback to teachers as well. 
 
Hattie tells us that the most powerful feedback is provided from the student to the teacher. 
 
It is also interesting to see ability grouping is the least effective. Research tells us that student learning is far greater when 
students work in mixed ability groups, groups where students range in abilities. It means we learn better from each other, 
when we all have different strengths and weaknesses: socially, emotionally, physically and academically.  
 
Tracy Hoey 
Assistant Principal 

 

MUFTI DAY FOR KANGAROO ISLAND BUSHFIRE RECOVERY APPEAL 

Reminder that tomorrow Friday 21st February will be a MUFTI DAY. All children are allowed to come to school in mufti 
clothes and are asked to bring in a gold coin donation for the Kangaroo Island Bushfire Recovery appeal. 
 
The funds raised from the mufti day will go towards supporting the devastative loss of wildlife by supplying urgent care to 
wildlife organisations especially on Kangaroo Island. Money will be directed towards the establishment and operation of a 
native plant nursery on the island and it will provide urgent and vital veterinary care, provide food and water for those 
animals who are starving in bushfire impacted regions and enable large scale production of thousands of native plants 
needed for revegetation.  

 

KINDERGARTEN PARENT INFORMATION EVENING 

Kindergarten Parents are warmly invited to an information evening to be held next Tuesday 25th February from 6 till 
7pm in the Hall.  
 
Kindergarten teachers will be outlining the routines of Kindergarten and what learning looks like in their learning space. 
This evening is an information session and not an individual parent time. If you do have any concerns regarding your 
child please bring this up at the Parent Teacher Meet & Greets being held in Week 6. 
 
We look forward to seeing as many Kindergarten parents as possible. Thank you for your support. 

 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

LENT 
Ash Wednesday, 26th February, marks the beginning of the Lenten season. Lent  is a time for 
strengthening our faith, a time to reflect on who we are and where we are going. It is a time of 
quietness and prayer, a time of penance and meditation, a time to become aware of our strengths and 
weaknesses. 
Just as Jesus spent forty days in preparation for his work of redemption, so we too prepare for our 
own redemption. During Lent we look at ourselves, at how we talk and listen, how we think and act, 
and how we are with others. 

 
MASSES 
Parents and Friends are welcome to attend Mass with the Parish and school this term: 
Week 5 

Wednesday 26th February 
9.15am Years 3-6 Mass 
Ash Wednesday 
 
Kinder, Year 1 and Year 2 
Will have an Ash Wednesday liturgy during the day.  
Parents are advised to attend the 9am Ash Wednesday Mass or evening Mass. 
 
Week 6 
Wednesday 4th March 
9.15am Year 5 Mass 
1st Week of Lent 
 

FIAT LIFTED LIVE CONCERT 
On Wednesday 12th February, the Mission Team and Shamrock members in Year 6 
were invited to attend a Faith in Action Youth Concert with the guest act being 
Geniveve Bryant. During this event we got to talk to students from other Primary 
schools and inquire about what initiatives they are looking forward to beginning at 
their schools as part of FIAT. There were lots of praise and worship songs that we 
got to learn and participate in which was great fun. Bishop Vicncnet was present and 
spoke to us about being servants, looking after the less fortunate and the 
environment. This supported what Pope Francis’ message was to the youth - “God 
loves us”, Christ is alive” and Christ is with us”. It was a great way to start the year 
and provided some inspiration for projects that we can start at St Patrick’s.  
                                                    By Andrei, Mikayla L, Lamita, George and Eliane. 

 
 
FEAST DAYS 
22nd February - The Chair of St Peter 
26th February - Ash Wednesday- Beginning of Lent 
4th March - St Casimir 
7th March - Sts Perpetua and Felicity 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Wardeh Khoury 
 
 

 



 

OPENING SCHOOL MASS, COMMISSIONING OF SCHOOL STUDENT LEADERS AND BLESSING OF 
PRAYER CLOTHES 

Last Friday the school celebrated our Opening School Mass, the commissioning of the 2020 school student leaders, 
blessing for the school year and blessing of grade prayer clothes. Our theme for the mass and this year is “Making a 
Difference as we inquire together”. 
 
St Patrick’s Primary believes student leadership experiences are essential to developing skills in service to others. Jesus 
is our model of leadership.  
 
Congratulations to the following leaders who were commissioned at the Opening School Mass. 
 
School Leaders - Maddison Loulach, Isabella Tatian, Christopher Khoreich, 
George Yacoub  
 
Mission Leader - Andrei Valderrama  
Mission team members - Charlize Leatherb, Christian Khalil, Julia Diab 
 
Environmental Leader - Daniella Makdsi  
Environmental team members - Joseph Bou-Said, Kim Redolme, Sharna Dias 
 
Learning Leader - Nicholas McGregor  
Learning team members- Christina Salloum, Elias Georges, Tsion Alemu 
 
Wellbeing Leader - Ayva Obeid 
Wellbeing team members - Chanel Shalala, Jacinta Ishac, Sarkis El-Bazouni 
 
Sport & Entertainment Leaders - Maryanne Antoun (John - Blue), Sienna 
Geha (Luke - Yellow), Lara Zeydan (Mark - Red), Jayden Portelli (Matthew - 
Green)  

 

WELLBEING 

Get ready, get set, get munching!!!!! 
Vegetable Week & The Big Vegie Crunch - Monday 2nd March to Friday 6th March. The Big Vegie Crunch will be held on 
Thursday 5th March at 10am. We are hoping to break the record in 2019, of 40,612 students crunching vegetables 
simultaneously and a further 14,117 crunching at another time over Vegetable Week.  
 
Healthy kids is a NSW government initiative to get kids healthy and active. They are 
encouraging 5 ways to a healthy lifestyle: 

1) Eat fewer snacks and select healthier alternatives 
2) Get active each day 
3) Choose water as a drink 
4) Eat more fruit and veggies 
5) Turn off the TV or computer and get active 

 
Wellbeing 
What’s happening in our learning spaces 
Calm spaces are being used in the learning spaces. What is a calm space? A calm space consists of various items that 
will help the students calm and regulate their emotions to get back to learning. How do they work? 

1. Request or go to ‘calm space’ 
2. Turn the timer (5min) 
3. Identify how you are feeling (fill in sheet, optional) 
4. Select a breathing activity 
5. Select a calming activity  
6. When the timer stops, rejoin class. 

 
If parents have any cushions or bean bags that you are willing to donate to be used in our calm spaces- please drop them 
off to the office, and Mrs O’Connor will distribute them across the school. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.healthykids.nsw.gov.au/downloads/file/campaignsprograms/142203_HealthyKidsFactSheet_TurnOffTV_CON2.pdf


 

SPORT 

Dear Year 3 to 6 Parents & Students 
 
Expressions of interest are invited for students interested in participating in gala days for the following sports:  
 

● Basketball 
● Gymnastics 
● League Tag 
● Touch Footy 
● Soccer 
● Netball 

 
Click on this  link to access the survey and complete the expression of interest. Please complete a separate survey for 
each of your Year 3 to 6 children. Note: completion of the survey does not guarantee automatic entry, however will inform 
the school of sporting interest in the gala days. 
 
Also, the school is seeking any parents who would be keen to supervise, coach, referee/umpire any specific sport they 
have interest in. You will need to ensure you have completed the Building Child Safe Communities - Undertaking for 
Volunteers form and Online Training module, as these are as it is a legal requirement should you wish to assist in one of 
these roles if you haven’t already completed.  
 
Kind regards, 
Alexander Meoli 
 
Congratulations to Thomas Adams, Ellina Bou-Said, John Kalouche, Maddison Loulach, 
Kokoda Mahony, Kristy Mouawad and Jae-Ahn Williams who represented St Patrick's 
Guildford at last week’s Cumberland Zone Swimming Carnival. Thank you to the parents 
who transported the students to and from the venue and assisted as volunteers on the 
day. All students gave it their all and walked away with proud results.  

 

KINDERGARTEN 2021  SCHOOL FEES 

The 2021 Kindergarten 
enrolment period will 
commence on the 3rd March 
2020. Enrolment packs will 
be available from this date 
for prospective parents to 
collect from the office.  
 
Open Mornings are 
scheduled for 5th and 24th 
March and 8th May 2020. 

 School Fees have recently been sent out to our families from the Catholic Education 
Diocese of Parramatta, which you would have received by now.  
 
School fees are billed over three (3) terms throughout the year. In addition to School 
Fees, Diocesan Building Fee there will also be: 
 
● Resource Fee  
● Activity Fee 
 
Overnight Fee for Year 6 
These fees are not refundable, as student numbers at the time would have been 
included for calculating costs. 
 
If you are experiencing difficulty in finalising your account by the due date, please do 
not hesitate to contact Catherine Hartsuyker to discuss payment options. 

 

LIBRARY 

As of Week 5 (next week) Library borrowing will take place as a grade on a WEDNESDAY:  
8.30-9.15am Year 4 
9.15-9.55am Year 5 
10.00-10.30am Kindergarten  
10.30-11.15am Year 6 
11.15-12.00pm Year 3 
12.00-12.45pm Year 2 
1.45-2.15pm Year 1 
A friendly reminder that students must have a library bag. This is not 
only to ensure they can borrow books, but to protect them from damage. 
School library bags can be purchased from the school office.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LamjfgYKklv1Nq2-zo1LFCYl-Ps7BAnrbOzMN7DXFnI/prefill
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LamjfgYKklv1Nq2-zo1LFCYl-Ps7BAnrbOzMN7DXFnI/prefill
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities


 
 

PARENT TEACHER  
MEET & GREETS 

 STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY  CLOTHING POOL 

During Week 6, Tuesday 3 March, 
there will be an opportunity for one 
on one meetings between all parents 
and class/support teachers. This ten 
minute meeting (to be in the hall) is 
your opportunity to tell us about your 
child(ren) and for teachers to discuss 
their initial observations of your child. 
Further details for booking in to the 
Meet & Greets will be sent home in 
the next few days. 

 On Monday 2 March there will be a 
Staff Development Day (pupil free 
day).  
 
On this day staff will be analysing the 
student data and observations 
collected at the start of the year to 
devise goals and plans for students 
and cohorts. 

 St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be 
open on Monday 2nd March at 
8.15am. 
 
The Clothing Pool 
store is now located 
behind the school hall 
 
If you have any items 
to donate please send them to the 
office. Thank you 

 

HIGH SCHOOL VISITS  TECHNOLOGY ACCEPTABLE USE CONTRACT 

St Paul’s Catholic College 
Greystanes and Cerdon College 
visited the Year 6 students on 
Tuesday.  
 
Ex-students of St Patrick’s came 
along to talk about their High School 
Experiences. Enrolment packs for 
these schools are available at the 
school office. It is advisable to start 
the enrolment process for Year 7. 

 All students would have received an information sheet and form to fill out 
about the safe and acceptable use of technology at St Patrick's. 
 
These forms outline the purpose of technology use at school and the 
acceptable use responsibilities of your child. It is designed to assist in 
managing the safe and responsible use of digital devices at St Patrick’s.  
 
Please note this is to be read and discussed with your child and then signed 
by both you and your child prior to returning to the classroom teacher by 
Monday 24th February. Technology and internet use will not be permitted until 
this form has been completed and returned.  

 

PUBLISHING OF PHOTOS/SCHOOL WORK TO ALL SOCIAL MEDIA/ SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Please notify the school office in writing if you do not give permission for your child(ren)’s name, photographs, voice 
(audio), image (video) and school work to be published in hard copy and digital form on any school and diocesan 
websites, school and diocesan social media channels, promotional materials, newspapers and other media for the 
purpose of promotion and communication of CEDP activities or programs, training materials and resources.  Any students 
on school record who currently have indicated that they do not have permission to the  “publishing of photos to all social 
media/school website’ will receive a letter notifying them of this withdrawal and a follow up phone call.  

 

PARENT GROUP NEWS 

The Parents Group meets each term to discuss and organise upcoming events and to collaborate with the school and 
parish in the education of our children. Their aim is to support the school in providing ways to enhance student 
participation and learning experiences and to collaborate with the parish, school and parent body in the achievement of 
these aims. All parents, carers and guardians of the students are invited to attend their meetings to enable them to best 
represent the goals and concerns we have for our children. 
 
The next Parent Group meeting is the Annual General Meeting. The AGM is scheduled for Tuesday 25 February 
at 7:00pm, and will be held in the school hall.  
 
It would be great if you could come along to the Annual General Meeting. This is an excellent opportunity to become part 
of the Parent Group or to just come along and learn about or participate in the discussion about various events occurring 
in the school and parish. It’s also a great chance for working parents to meet some of the other parents of the students. 

This meeting will take place after the Kindergarten 2020 Information Night that will take place from 6-7pm in the hall. 

This column is compiled by Parent Group Communications. If you have any queries or wish to contribute, please email  StPatsGuildford@parra.catholic.edu.au and attention it 
to Parent Group Communications. 

 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 

  


