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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
 
If we were to accept that an idealist is a person who represents things as they might be rather than as they are, then, there is a 
strong likelihood that at some stage of life we have all been idealists. We’ve all been starry-eyed about something whether it be 
our first day in high school, our first job or our first romance; but somehow, whatever it was, it didn’t live up to our expectations 
and we were confronted with reality, the reality with which we have to live. 
 
It is so easy to talk about the ideals of our Christian faith but so difficult to live them. Reconciliation, forgiveness and acceptance 
of one another are easy to talk about, but, when confronted with the huge diversity of people in our society, they are so difficult 
to live out. It’s not easy to demonstrate love to a person with whom we have a personality clash or whose behaviour we find 
difficult to accept. Yet, God’s love says to us, “I love you unconditionally, no matter what you have done”. These words are a 
wonderful encouragement to keep plugging away and not to be disheartened by failure. 
 
As parents, we all wanted to have the ideal child and to provide for that child a home that was an ideal nurturing environment. 
And even though our child is not ideal and our home is ideal only on occasions, we continue to do our best and to get as close 
as we can to fulfil our ideals. This strong sense of idealism we should share with our children, particularly in those areas of life 
that really matter.  
 
It is of great importance that we give our children a proper perspective of the value of education. From the time we are born we 
are all learners. From our earliest years we take in information that keeps us from harming ourselves and enables us to ask for 
assistance. Throughout our childhood and adolescence, we acquire skills that equip us to achieve our independence as 
individuals and to take our place in our family as people in our own right. Going to school may not always be exciting, 
interesting or necessarily something to be happy about. Ongoing education after school is probably not much better. However, 
we need to keep plugging away and be idealistic about what we can achieve through our personal development. 
 
Possibly, the single most important quality we can help our children to develop and that will enhance every part of their lives, is 
the value of integrity. To have integrity means that you are totally honest and truthful in every part of your life. In order to be 
totally honest with others, you first have to be totally honest with yourself. If you are always honest and true to yourself, you 
cannot be false to anyone else. What a different society we would have if everyone had integrity as a personal ideal.  
 
It is said that compassion is the highest form of love. In Jesus’ time there was little compassion in any society in the world. It 
was a time of contrasts: the powerful and the disenfranchised, the rich and the poor, the free and enslaved, the socially 
accepted and the outcasts. Jesus stood out in His society as a person of active compassion.  One could ask whether anything 
has changed a couple of thousand years later? 
 
It is our job as parents to keep putting before our children an optimistic view of life, to encourage them to see things as they 
might be – and can be - if they keep striving for their ideals. What better ideals than to encourage our children to ongoing 
education, integrity and compassion. 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 8 
9/9 8:35am Assembly 

9:30am - 12:30pm Voice of 
Youth Semi-Finals 

11/9 Dance Fever Years 3 - 6 
8:45am Penance - 3GS 
9:15am Mass - Kindergarten 
1:45pm - 2:30pm Final Delany 
Debating 
6:00pm - 7:00pm Emotional 
Regulation Parent Information 
Evening 

12/9 Pyjama Day (Mufti Day) 
3:00pm - 8:pm Winter Sleepout 

13/9 Staff Development Day 

Week 9 
16/9 8:35am Assembly 
        St Patrick’s Internal Audit 
19/9 UNSW English Competition  
18/9 Dance Fever Years 3 - 6 

8:45am Pennance - 3F 
9:15am Mass - Year 4 

19/9 UNSW Mathematics Competition  
        10:00am - 1:00pm Year 6 Gem Award  
        (McCredie Oval) 
20/9 Whole School reward Day 
Week 10  
23 & 24/9 Peer Support Training (Year 6) 
23/9 Year 6 Personal Development Parent 
Evening 
26/9 Dance Fever Showcase at Homebush 

 Year 6 Grade Award 
 
Year 6 ‘Growth and Development’ 
Parent Information Session 
 
Year 6 Peer Support Training 
Induction 
 
Year 6 ‘Growth and Development’ 
Sessions - Students 
 
Dance Fever Clothing note 
 
Whole School Reward day 
permission note 
 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

KB  
Charlize Saliba 

KM Eli Encarnacao 
Talei Elliott 

1CF Ravpreet Kaur 
Jarrod Cain 

1F Isaac Moussa 
Georgia Scaltrito 

2A Sofia Ashkar 
Isabella Arriguetti 

2C Tavongaishe Moyo 
Chanel Maalouf 

2F Tokotu’u Hale 
Julian Sallit 

3D Angelo Semaan  
Charlie Maalouf  

3F Zane Fontana  
Chanelle Gittany  

3GS Ethan Bounaffif 
Tanveer Chauhan 

4B Natalia Jabbour 
Jae-ahn Williams 

4F Khalil Restom 
Alyssa Boustani 

4SM - 
Lilian Sad 

5A Elias Georges 
Isabella Hourani 

5C Luke Mallick 
Sienna Geha 

5M Charlize Leatherby 
Isaac Kahila 

6A Elyssa Eid 
Olivia Saba 

6KM Christopher Chemuel 
Angelina Aoun 

6R Teresa Maka 
Wissal El-Morabi 

 
 

 

 
 



 

LITERACY LEARNING LINKS  

Developing a Growth Mindset towards Reading and Writing 
 
“I’m not a good reader.” “I hate writing.”“I’ll never get better at this.” 
 
Too often, these are the words we hear from our students. The reality is… our students struggle, every single 
one of them but one possible reason why some students progress more rapidly than others is their mindset. 
 
According to researcher Carol Dweck, there are two types of mindsets: a fixed mindset and a growth mindset. 
 
In a fixed mindset, people believe their qualities are fixed traits and therefore cannot change. These people 
believe that talent alone leads to success, and effort is not required. 
 
Alternatively, in a growth mindset, people have an underlying belief that their learning and intelligence can 
grow with time and experience. When people believe they can get smarter, they realise that their effort has an 
effect on their success, so they put in extra time, leading to higher achievement. 
 
According to Dweck, when a student has a fixed mindset, they believe that their basic abilities, intelligence and 
talents are fixed traits. They think that they are born with a certain amount and that's all they have. 
 
In a growth mindset, however, students believe their abilities and intelligence can be developed with effort, 
learning and persistence. Their basic abilities are simply a starting point for their potential. They don't believe 
everyone is the same, but they hold onto the idea that everyone can become smarter if they try. 
 
Parents can have a powerful impact on their childrens’ mindsets. The language you use and the actions you 
take, show your children what you expect.  
 
Giving praise, talking about the brain, accepting mistakes as learning opportunities and understanding the role 
of emotions in learning are all practices you can begin today.  
 
Research on praise and mindsets shows that when we praise our children for being smart, it promotes a fixed 
mindset. It sends a message that their accomplishments are trait-based and tied to something innate. In 
contrast, praising kids for working hard promotes a growth mindset. It sends a message that the child’s effort is 
what led them to success.  
 
When students develop a growth mindset about their reading and writing ability, they believe that their hard 
work, struggles and opportunities for problem solving are all important and valuable parts of the learning 
process. When students develop a fixed mindset, they believe their reading level and writing abilities are static 
and not much can be done to change them. 
With a fixed mindset comes resistance to 
working hard and putting extra effort in 
because there is really no point.  
 
Let’s work together to develop a growth 
mindset in our children by acknowledging a 
child’s struggle and responding consistently 
with encouraging language. Here are some 
examples of how we can change our 
mindset by changing our words. 
 
Tracy Hoey  
Assistant Principal 
 
 



 
 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

 
CONFIRMATION PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 
A Parent information session was held on the 4th of September in the Hall at 6pm for the parents 
of students in Years 5 and 6. If you were unable to attend and your child is eligible to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, please contact Mrs Khoury for further information. 

 
 
THE EXALTATION (TRIUMPH) OF THE CROSS 14th September 

This feast was observed in Rome before the end of the seventh century. It 
commemorates the recovery of the Holy Cross, which had been placed on Mt. 
Calvary by St. Helena and preserved in Jerusalem, but then had fallen into the 
hands of Chosroas, King of the Persians. The precious relic was recovered and 
returned to Jerusalem by Emperor Heralius in 629.  
  
Faith in salvation and resurrection made the cross a symbol of pride. The worst 
weapon of Jesus' enemies could not overpower him. Through the cross, Jesus 
triumphs over death. 
  

"How splendid the cross of Christ! It brings life, not death; light, not darkness; Paradise, not its loss. It is the 
wood on which the Lord, like a great warrior, was wounded in hands and feet and side, but healed thereby our 
wounds. A tree has destroyed us, a tree now brought us life" (Theodore of Studios) 
 
Through this year of mercy we are called to ‘take up our cross’ and show Christ’s triumph over death, evil, 
abandonment and injustice. Let us be the intentional face of redemption, mercy and grace to all we meet 
through our words and actions. Let Christ's light and Our Father’s love shine through us. 
 

MASSES 
Parents and friends are welcome to attend mass with the school and parish. 

 Week 9 Wednesday 18th September 
 9.15am Year 4 Mass  
 Ordinary Time 24  
 
 
 FEAST DAYS 
 12th September  The Most Holy Name of Mary 
 13th September  St John Chrysostom 

14th September  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
16th September  Sts Cornelius and Cyprian 
17th St Robert Bellarmine 
19th St Januarius 
20th September  Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul Chong and Companions 
21st September  St Matthew 

  
YEAR 6 RELIGION ENTRY EVENT 
Year 6 students began their inquiry Religion topic “Hope 
through Scripture” by a Gallery Exhibition. They had to 
critique the theme of images and will explore the 
commonalities and how these images relate to our lives. 
   
                                                   Yours in Christ,   
   
                                                        Mrs Wardeh Khoury 



 
 
 

BUILDING UPDATE 

It has come to an exciting time in our school when we are soooo close to Kindergarten to Year 3 moving into the new 
learning spaces.  Our builders have just handed over the building to the school and furniture has been delivered the past 
two days. Kindergarten to Year 3 have walked through the spaces and so have some other grades. 
Week 8 - This week the furniture has been delivered and unpacked.  
Week 9 - During Week 9 Kindergarten to Year 3 will move resources into the new spaces and students will continue to 
walk through the space.  Kindergarten to Year 3 will also have the opportunity to have some time in the spaces for 
learning.  
Week 10 - Kindergarten to Year 3 will commence learning in the new spaces during the week.  Year 4 will move to the 
current Year 2 spaces, followed by Year 5A & C to current Year 4SM & F spaces.  Reading recovery and EMU move to 
new spaces in the new building. 
Holidays - During the holidays the old administration block will be demolished, some alterations to the new administration 
office will occur, the shade structure will be demolished in preparation for the next building program (tbc) and the 
commencement of an open play space in the place of the old administration block. 
Early next term once the students have settled into the new spaces we will have an open morning for parents. 

 
 

WELLBEING 

Congratulations, the whole school the Gem jar was filled at assembly this week! We then had a special guest arrive  
for the occasion. Therefore next Friday the 20th September, we will celebrate with a whole school reward. The children 
will walk down to McCredie Oval for the morning to participate in activities together. We will all return to school for an 
early lunch and have a movie afternoon with our grades.  These rewards were based on votes by the students across the 
school. 
 

 
 
This week the parents were invited to attend an information session on Emotional Regulation. This was helpful in 
explaining the zones of regulation and to understand what emotional regulation is and how it develops. The colours within 
the zones are used by the students to identify emotions and to self regulate. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

SPORT 

 
Dance Fever Challenge Reminders 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date                        Thursday 26th September 2019 
Time                        Doors open 4.30 p.m. for a 5.30 p.m. start – finish 8.45 - 9.00 p.m. 
Venue                     Quaycentre, Corner of Olympic Blvd & Sarah Durack Ave, Sydney Olympic Park, NSW 
                                Drop Off for Students @Hall of Champions Level 3 
Cost                         $9.00 per person (including children competing) 
Transport       Parents are responsible for transporting their child/children to and from the venue.  
 
TICKETING – A reminder to all parents who have a child/children attending the Dancefever Challenge, tickets 
went on sale Monday 26th August. These tickets sell out very quickly so it is advised to purchase tickets online 
through trybooking.com as soon as possible. We have been notified that St Patrick’s parent block is already full, 
it is recommended that you purchase tickets in Block K and L.  
 
 
Students will be informed and a note will be sent home on Monday 16th September of what students are to wear 

for the Showcase Dance. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Phoebe Connors if you have any further questions.  
 

 
 

IT’S A BOY  IT’S A GIRL  IT”S A BOY 

Congratulations to 
Mr & Mrs Sassine 
on the birth of their 
baby boy Maxwell 
Joseph.

 

 Congratulations to Mr 
& Mrs Frangi  on the 
birth of their baby girl 
Amelia Therese.

 

 Congratulations to Mr 
& Mrs Miller on the 
birth of their baby boy 
Owen Peter. 
 

 

 
 

CLOTHING POOOL  STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY  SCHOOL FEES 

St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be 
open on Monday 16th September at 

8.15am. 
 

If you have any items to donate 
please send them to the office. 

Thank you 

 Just a reminder of the Staff 
Development Day tomorrow  

(Friday 13 September). 
 

This day is a pupil free day for 
students. 

 All school fees are now overdue.  
Please pay by Friday 13th 

September 2019. Thank you to 
those who have already paid. 

 

 



 

BOOK WEEK WRAP 

What a wonderful Book Week celebration we had this year at St Patrick’s! All students participated in Book 
Week activities across the week to encourage a love and enjoyment for reading.  

Book Week Launch 
 
To launch the theme “Reading is my Secret Power”, teachers dressed as Superheroes on Monday and 
students watched a short clip during assembly with ‘Top Secret Reading Missions’ for all students to complete 
with their classmates. The ‘Secret Reading Mission’ clip will be posted on our school’s Facebook page and 
School website for your viewing.  

Outdoor Library 
An outdoor library was created on the playground for the students to enjoy reading before school, at recess 
and lunch time. Some classes have even visited the outdoor library during their literacy block to enjoy reading 
in the beautiful Spring sun. The outdoor library will remain open for the remainder of the term. 

 

Photo Booth 
All students were given the opportunity in their class groups to star as a “superhero” in our Superhero Photo 
Booth. Some classes have created mementos and many students have taken their ‘reading is my secret 
power’ memento home. 

 



 

Reader’s Theatre 
On Thursday afternoon, the children enjoyed a re-enactment of the book “Wolf” by Becky Bloom at our 
Readers Theatre in the hall. Thank you to our wonderfully talented teachers who performed and to the 
teachers who acted as set ninjas. 

 

  
Book Parade 
Our Book Character Parade was a great way to finish our Book Week activities with lots of interesting and 
creative characters parading around. Thank you to all the parents who helped organise their children’s 
costumes. It was great to see such a variety of costumes this year, with some new characters appearing as 
well as some of our old favourites making repeat performances. The staff all looked fabulous, getting into the 
spirit and dressing up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Week Competition 
During Book Week this year the students had been reading the books shortlisted for 
the award of ‘Book of the Year’. Students were asked to vote for their favourite book 
from the following categories - ‘Picture Book of the Year’ and ‘Early Childhood Book of 
the Year’. The children that voted for the winning books in these categories went into a 
draw for a prize from the Book Fair. The winners were “Tricky’s Bad Day” Noah Tito 
2A and “Cicada” Thomas Adams 3F. 

 

 

 



 

Book Fair 
Once again, we are amazed at the generosity of families in our school with our book sales reaching $7471 this 
year, earning us a total of $2439 in commission. This enabled us to choose $1384 worth of books from the 
Book Fair and a further $1055 to spend on other resources for our school. It’s very pleasing to think that so 
many books were bought for the children and to see how much reading is valued by our school community. 

Thank you to the Makhlouf family (Maria 6KM, Madalene 4F and Joseph 2F) who bought and donated books 
to our school’s library.  Special thanks to Mrs Sandra Fogarty who coordinated the book fair and other staff 
who helped on various occasions. 

 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND ASSESSMENT FOR SCHOOLS (ICAS) 

A reminder to St Patrick’s Year 3-6 students who are participating in the International Competitions and Assessment 
for Schools (ICAS).  
 

ICAS Assessment for Writing Sitting Date  

 
 

ICAS Assessments for English and Mathematics Sitting Dates 

 
 

If your child is absent on the allocated day of the assessment, please inform Mrs Phoebe Connors through the 
office.  

 
 

NSW PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 

 
 The Premier’s Reading Challenge 2019 has now closed. 

 
This year we had 128 students register and 93 students complete the challenge. A big congratulations to everyone who 

took part. 
  

Congratulations to the following students who have completed the challenge: 
Momore Alabi 1CF, David Antoun 3F, Raquel Ters 4B, Ava Dib 6R, Elyssa Eid 6A, Annelise Harb 6A, Elissa Langi 6A. 

 
Certificates will be distributed in Term 4. 

 
Mrs Sandra Fogarty (Library Assistant) 

 
 



 

YEAR 2 LITERACY 

This Term, Year 2 were lucky to be visited by a witch who had lost her spell book. Year 2 were asked to create a new 
spell book full of potions for the witch...otherwise their teachers would be turned into unicorns. Year 2 really cared about 
their teachers, so they worked hard creating their potions night and day...day and night... and even created some 'tester' 
bottles at home.  
 
The witch skyped Year 2 a few weeks in, to check how their writing was going. She even dropped a special 'thankyou' gift 
for all the students for their enchanting potions and emailed the teachers to inform them that she was now a nice and 
caring witch because Year 2 had shown her kindness by helping her solve her problem. Here is a little snapshot of our 
journey… 

 
 
 
 

 

PARENT GROUP  NEWS 

 

Thankyou to everyone who bought gifts and raffle tickets at the recent Father’s Day stall. Congratulations to those who 
won prizes. 

Thank you to the parents who helped out on the day. With the sale of gifts and raffle tickets we raised approximately 
$1500. 

Thank you to the local businesses who donated items for our stall: 

- John’s Day and Night Chemist Guildford 
- Bunnings Smithfield 
- Speedway Petroleum 
- Fitbox 
- CBRC Constructions 
- Samantha Khattar 
- Linda Boutrous 

A very big thank you to all the parents and St Patrick’s staff who helped at the Father’s Day Breakfast.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

SOUND SCOUTS 

 

An estimated 1 in 10 school children suffer from hearing loss, which left undetected can lead to speech, 
learning and behavioural problems. The Sound Scouts hearing check is a simple way to identify if a child has a 
hearing issue, including listening difficulties in noise. The test incorporates the science of a hearing test in a 
fun interactive game. Evidence based, accessible and delivering immediate results, it’s the perfect screening 
solution. “All children should have their hearing tested when they start school” World Health Organisation. If 
children can’t hear the teacher properly they will struggle to learn. The Sound Scouts App is now free to test all 
Australian school-aged children. See attached flyer for more information or visit https://www.soundscouts.com/  

 

 

https://www.soundscouts.com/

