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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
  
Being a parent is a wonderful privilege but it is also very challenging, sometimes scary and, on occasion, puzzling. When 
Mary and Joseph found their twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple after three days of anxious searching, Mary was 
unable to restrain herself and said to Jesus, “Son, why have you treated us so? Your father and I have been looking for 
you anxiously.” (Luke 2:48)  Mary’s statement showed that she was not always able to understand the conduct of her 
child. Here is some comfort for us, as we witness the growing-up conduct of our own children.  Parenting can be an 
emotional journey. 
  
Recent studies tell us that parents spend as little as 2 – 5 minutes a day in meaningful conversation with their teenagers. 
Telling our children to clean their room, go to bed, get up, brush their teeth and go to school don’t count as meaningful 
conversation.  2 – 5 minutes a day, no matter how meaningful, is simply not enough to compete with the multitude and 
variety of influences being presented to our children.  We need to spend a meaningful amount of time with our children so 
we can get to know what’s going on in their lives, what they are thinking and what are the outside influences that are 
forming their moral and ethical values. 
  
Spending time raising responsible children who are happy, self-disciplined and able to think for themselves is a 
worthwhile goal. Finding out how we can help our children towards that end is our job and responsibility as parents. Our 
children rely on us to bring a mature adult perspective to our parenting and to be their main influence. 
  
In last Sunday’s gospel (Luke 15:1-3, 11-34) we hear the parable of the prodigal son. When the story begins, the two                     
sons have not yet led lives they could call their own. They are part of a close-knit family. Suddenly this life is interrupted                       
by one of the sons wanting to seek his independence and break away from the close-knit family. He revolts from                    
conformity in search of a different life. After a while the ‘good life’ becomes very unsatisfactory and I’m sure with a great                      
deal of self-reflection and trepidation the son returns home to be welcomed back with a warm and joyous embrace from                    
his father.  
  
Just like the father, we as parents need to let our children ‘spread their wings’ and be ready to catch them should they                       
fall. They will not fall all the time but just knowing we are there to support can often be just enough. To be able to feel                          
confident and comfortable to do so, we as parents need to spend quality time with our children. The hardest part as a                      
parent is judging how much to let go. 
  
Enjoy the time this week and the upcoming holidays with your children.  
 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 
  
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 10 
5/4 Cross Country Yrs 2-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 11 
8/4    MUFTI DAY - Bring in Easter Eggs 
         8.35am Assembly (in hall) 
9/4    SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 
10/4  Skipping Program (last day) 
         6-7pm Penance Parent Meeting 
12/4  LAST DAY OF TERM 1 
         Stage 3 Touch Football Gala Day 
         2pm K-6 Holy Week Reflection in  
         Church. 
Term Two begins Monday 29th April 2019 
 

 ● Easter Egg Donations 
● Cross Country Permission 
● Year 6 Polo Shirts 
● 2019 Student Residential 

Address Collection Notice 
● Naplan 2019 

 

 

LITERACY LEARNING LINKS 

Every student at St Patrick’s participates everyday in The Writing Block. The Writing Block includes Modelled or Shared 
writing, Guided writing & Independent writing. This newsletter will explore Guided Writing. 

 
What is Guided Writing?  
In Guided Writing a small group of students 
engage in writing a text using strategies 
taught in modelled and shared writing. 
Students work in small need based groups. 
The teacher explicitly guides this small 
group and extends their writing through the 
writing process. 
 

What is The Writing Process? 
Writing in the classroom should be reflective of the writing individuals do in 
their daily lives. Typically, we create written texts with a specific purpose and 
for an intended audience. These considerations determine the form the 
writing will take and the language choices the writer makes.  
 
Whatever the purpose, or whoever the intended audience, composing texts 
involves a ‘sequenced process’ from the generation of initial ideas to the 
realisation of a finished product. 
 
The writing process involves a series of steps to follow in producing a 
finished piece of writing and every writer follows his or her own writing 
process. Students move back and forth between the different steps of the 
writing process and learn to internalize the steps to help produce a logical 
and well-written piece of work. 
 
The writing process usually takes the form of: 

● Planning or prewriting: the generation, selection and sorting of ideas 
to write about, consideration of purpose and audience which will 
influence type of text and how it will be organised 

● Drafting or composing: the recording of ideas with attention to meaning making, grammar, spelling, punctuation 
and handwriting 

● Revising: the revisiting of the text (often as a result of feedback from peers and/or the teacher) to improve and 
enhance the writing 

● Editing and proofreading: the polishing of the draft in readiness for publication, which includes editing for spelling, 
text layout, grammar, capitalisation and punctuation 

● Publishing: the preparation of the text for sharing with an audience, with attention given to the form and style of 
the text. 

Tracy Hoey 
Assistant Principal 
 



 
 

MERIT AWARDS 

KB Charlie, Arrha KM Mikayla, Finau 

1CF Olivia, Azlag 1F Tilly, May 

2A Fred, Isabella 2C Lishaa, Chanel 2F Joseph, Daniel 

3D Joy, Lauren 3F Isaac, Alycia 3GS Ashley, Marcel 

4B Kristy, John Paul 4F Denis, Ashwini 4SM Analise, Charbel 

5A Isabella, Alix 5C Mikayla, Dib 5M Marie, Andrew 

6A Sweetie, Elyssa 6KM Raquel, Joseph  6R Tatiyana, Ava 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GOLD AWARD RECIPIENTS 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE BY BEING SAFE, RESPECTFUL LEARNERS 

 
 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Parents are reminded that our school and system expectation is that no parent is allowed to approach another 
child from our school to reprimand them or discuss issues they may be having with their child. Any issues 
should be addressed to the school staff who will investigate and deal with the matter according to procedural 
fairness which includes the ‘hearing rule’ and the ‘right to an unbiased decision’. The ‘hearing rule’ is the right 
of the person against whom an allegation has been made to know the allegations related to a specific matter 
and any information which will be taken into account in considering the matter; know the process by which the 
matter will be considered; respond to allegations; and know how to seek a review of the decision made in 
response to the allegations. Parents who breach these expectations may be barred from entering the school 
grounds. 

 

COMPLAINTS & GRIEVANCES 

The school policy for handling complaints and grievances aligns with the Catholic Education Office policy. If 
parents are concerned about a matter they are advised to contact the school and make an appointment with 
the most appropriate staff member. For classroom issues, please speak to the classroom teacher first. For 
more serious matters, please make a time to speak with the Stage Leader. For any Child Protection related 
matters, Mr Jones or Mrs Hoey need to be informed. More information is available on the school website.  
Early Stage One Leader and Stage One Leader of Learning - Mrs Sassine  
Stage Two Leader of Learning - Mrs Chatten 
Stage Three Leader of Learning - Mrs Khoury 

http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/Handbook


 
 
 
 

BULLYING! NO WAY!! 

In March we celebrated The National day of Action Against Bullying and Violence. The children across the 
school made posters for the theme ‘Be Kind, Lend a Hand’. Many children got on board and came up with 
great posters to represent this important message.  Lots of creativity, messages and ideas were used to 
produce wonderful posters. 

 
 
 

WINTER SCHOOL UNIFORM 

At the commencement of next term, all students are to return to school wearing the St Patrick’s winter uniform.  

GIRLS BOYS WHERE TO PURCHASE 

Green tartan dress  
White shirt (long sleeves)  
Navy tie  
Navy tights  
Black school shoes  
Navy school jacket/jumper  
Navy school hat 

White shirt (long sleeves) 
Navy tie  
Grey ankle school socks with 
double blue stripes  
Black school shoes  
Navy school jacket/jumper  
Navy school hat 

School hats, school bags and library 
bags are available from the office.  
Other uniforms can be purchased from: 
Joseph's Drapery, Guildford Rd 
Guildford 
OR Merrylands West Drapers 
Merrylands Rd (near Holroyd Rd) 

 
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE  SCHOOL COUNSELLOR   ENROLMENTS 

After almost 10 weeks of school in 
2019 our school attendance rate 
is 89% which is very close to our 
school goal of 90%. Please 
remember if your son or daughter 
is away from school a note 
explaining their absence is to be 
given to their teacher. It is a legal 
requirement that an explanation 
be sent. This can be received via 
email, the skoolbag app or a 
written note to the school. 

 We welcome Sr Cristina Ramada 
to St Patrick’s Guildford as our 
new school counsellor. Sr 
Cristina comes to the school and 
the diocese of Parramatta, after 
working in other dioceses. Sr 
Cristina will be at St Patrick’s 
Monday to Thursday each week 
and Mrs Pamela Faggella will be 
here every Friday. 

 We are accepting enrolment 
forms now. Please ensure you 
return your enrolment form 
quickly as we are beginning our 
Kindergarten Interviews for 
2020. 
If you know anyone who has a 
child that will be starting 
Kindergarten in 2020 we 
strongly encourage them to 
complete their enrolment forms 
to avoid missing out on a place 
in our wonderful school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: PENANCE PARENT INFORMATION MEETING 
The parents of children who are in Year 2 as well as parents of children in Years 3-6 who haven’t 
received the Sacrament of Penance are invited to attend an Information Session on Wednesday 
10th April at 6pm in the Hall. This is a compulsory meeting if you wish your child to participate in 
the Penance program and receive the Sacrament this year.  
Failure to attend this meeting means that your child will miss the opportunity to participate in 
the program this year. 
 

 
Holy Week Reflection 
To conclude term one and establish a mindset ready for Palm Sunday and begin the thinking about the events of Holy 
Week, Years K - 6 will engage in a Holy Week reflection in the church at 2pm on Friday 12th April.  Parents are welcome 
to attend. 

The Sacred Paschal Triduum

 
The Sacred Paschal Triduum begins with the Vigil of Holy Thursday. It marks the end of the forty days of Lent and the 
beginning of the three-day celebration of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ - Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter Vigil/Easter Sunday. The Fathers of the Second Vatican Council reminded us of the extraordinary significance of 
the Triduum : "Christ redeemed us all and gave perfect glory to God principally through his paschal mystery: dying he 
destroyed our death and rising he restored our life. Therefore the Easter Triduum of the passion and resurrection of Christ 
is the culmination of the entire liturgical year." (General Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar, # 18) 
The past Forty Days of Lent are a time of preparation for these great Three days, which is what Triduum means. These 
three days lead us to an empty tomb and an Octave, eight days, of celebrating the Resurrection. They also introduce an 
entire liturgical season, the Easter Season, which lasts for Fifty days until Pentecost. 
Feasts 
4th April  St Isidore 
5th April  St Vincent Ferrer 
11th April  St Stanislaus 
13th April  St Martin I 
14th April Palm Sunday 
 
The Sacred Paschal Triduum 
18th April Lord’s Supper (Holy Thursday) 
19th April Passion of the Lord (Good Friday) 
20th April Easter Vigil 
21st April  Resurrection (Easter Sunday) 

 

 Masses 
Parents and friends are welcome to attend mass with the parish and school in term 2. 
  
             Week 1                                            Week 2 
       Wednesday 1st May                    Wednesday 8th May  
       9.15am Year 5  Mass                   9.15am Year 4 Mass 
        2nd Week of Easter                     3rd Week of Easter 

                                                                        Yours in Christ, 
                                                                                Mrs Wardeh Khoury 

 



 

ST PATRICK’S PARISH GUILDFORD EASTER 2019 

Chrism Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta 
Wednesday, 17 April at 7:30pm 
  
THE EASTER TRIDUUM 
  
Holy Thursday, 18 April  (No 9:15am Morning Mass) 
7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
                                   Vigil at Altar of Repose until Midnight 
  
Good Friday, 19 April 
10:00am               Stations of the Cross 
  3:00pm               Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
  7:30pm               Vigil at the Tomb 
10:00pm                        Good Friday Night Walk to  
                                      St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
 
Holy Saturday, 20 April 
6:30pm     Easter Vigil 
  
Easter Sunday, 21 April 
8:00am and 10:00am     Mass 
 
  
                      SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
  
                     Saturday, 13 April 
                     9:30am-10:15am 
                     5:00pm-5:45pm 
  
                     Wednesday, 17 April 
                     5:00pm-6:30pm 

 
 

FROM THE PARENT GROUP 

EASTER EGG FUNDRAISER REMINDER 
 
On Monday 8th April, the children can come to school in MUFTI when they 
donate Easter Eggs for our raffles. The Raffle tickets will be sold from Monday. 
Tickets are 50c each or 3 for $1.00. We thank you for your continued support 
with our Fundraising for St Patrick’s School.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

FROM THE SPORT COORDINATOR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All students from Years 2-6 will be attending McCredie Football Oval to participate in our School Cross Country 
Carnival, this Friday the 5th April. Thank you to the families who have promptly returned the note. Students 
who have not bought their permission note to walk to the oval please return tomorrow.  
 
Students will assemble at school on Area A after their names are marked off the class roll by their teacher. 
Students will need: to wear sports uniform with their hat and bring their recess/ drink bottle and sunscreen.  
 
Lunch orders can be placed in the morning as all students will be back for lunch time eating and play. 
All students will walk down and are encouraged to run in their age heats. It is the age the student is turning this 
year. We will begin at approximately 9.15 am returning to school around midday. Thank you to the parent 
helpers who offered to help with the event and all parents are welcome to watch the heats. 
 
We are hoping for a sunny day and will keep parents and students updated if there is any changes to the Cross 
Country day. Please note, in case of wet weather a message will be sent out via Skoolbag tomorrow 
morning. 
Looking forward to a great day. 
Kind Regards, 
Mrs Terese Croan  
Sports Co-ordinator 
 
Parramatta Diocesan Representation  
Congratulations to Teresa Maka who been selected in the Parramatta Diocesan Netball team to participate at 
the MacKillop trials in the Australian capital Territory on 10 May. 
Good luck to Levi Mahony who participates at the MacKillop AFL trials this Friday in Wagga Wagga. 
 

  
 

 

REMINDER….SCHOOL PHOTOS - 9TH APRIL 
 
All students are to wear full 
summer uniform. Please order 
photos online or send back the 
envelopes to school. The online 
code for St Patrick’s is 
GWEZLE3LL. Sibling envelopes 
are available at the office or order 
online. 
Thank you.  

 



 

 
 

  
 
 
 
The 2019 Premier’s Reading Challenge is now underway.  So far we have 189 students registered, 55 
students have logged on and started entering books into their Reading Record. I have included instructions 
below for entering books. 
 

Congratulations to the following students who have completed the challenge:  
Isabel Homairi 5M, Tia Ammari 6A and Tracey Rodricks 6KM. 
 

Don’t forget, your local public library has many Premiers Reading Challenge books also. Just look for the 
appropriate coloured sticker for your Level.  It’s not too late to take part, you have till the 30th August to 
complete this years challenge. You can obtain a permission note at the school office or come and see me in 
the library at dismissal time on Tuesday, Thursday or Friday. 
Mrs Sandra Fogarty (Library Assistant)  
 
HOW TO LOG IN TO THE PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE WEBSITE AND UPDATE THE STUDENT 
READING LOG 
On the PRC website homepage, click on Logon  
This will take you to the NSW Department of Education portal login page, students need to enter their username and 
password here: 

  
If you do not know your username or password for the PRC website, 
please see the PRC coordinator at your school, or ask your teacher to help 
you find out your login details.  
 
Students who have participated in the Challenge previously can log in to the 
PRC website using their existing PRC username and password.  Students who 
are attending a new school but have previously participated in the Challenge, 
need to notify the school's PRC coordinator. 
 
Go to Student Reading Records.  

In the title field, enter just part of the title, eg magic hat, and click on the Search button. If the title has a 'the', 'an' or 'a' at 
the beginning of the title do not enter it into the search field. 
If your required book becomes listed as an option, select it. 

 
And this book will become part of your Student Reading Record. 

 
 If your book does not appear on the list, you can add the book as a Personal Choice book 

http://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc
https://prcsupport.freshdesk.com/solution/articles/6000025255-adding-a-personal-choice-book-to-an-online-student-reading-record


 
 

                          St Patrick’s Guildford Term 2 Planner 2019 
 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT/SUN 

1 
April/May 

29/4 
Full winter 
uniform 
8:35am Assembly - 
Easter prayer 

30/4 
11:15am ANZAC day 
reflection 

1/5 
Gymnastics K-2 
8:35am Penance 4SM 
9:15am Mass - Year 5 

2/5 
 

3/5 4/5  
 
5/5 
 

2 
 
 

6/5 
 
8:35am Assembly  

7/5 
Diocesan Cross 
Country @ Eastern 
Creek 

8/5 
Mothers’ Day Stall 
Gymnastics K-2 
8:35am Penance 4SM 
9:15am Mass - Year 4 

9/5 
Mothers’ Day Stall  
 

10/5 
 
10:10-11am Mothers’ 
Day Assembly & 
Morning Tea 

11/5 
 
12/5 
Mothers’ Day 

3 13/5  
 

8:35am Assembly  
 

14/5 
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN 
Writing  

15/5 
Gymnastics K-2 
 
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN Writing 
(catch up) 
 
8:35am Penance 3D 
9:15am Mass - Year 2 

16/5 
 
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN Reading 

17/5 
 
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN 
Reading (catch up) 

18/5 
 
 
19/5 
 
 

4 
National 

Reconciliation 
Week 

20/5 
8:35am Assembly  
 
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN 
Language Conventions 

 

21/5 
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN 
Language Conventions 

22/5 
Gymnastics K-2 
 
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN Numeracy 
8:35am Penance 3F 
9:15am Mass - Year 6 

23/5 
 
 

24/5 
 
Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN 
(catch up) 

25/5 
 
26/5 
 

5 
May/June 

27/5 
Staff  

Development  
Day  

(TBC) 

28/5 
8:35am Assembly  
 

29/5 
Gymnastics K-2 
8:35am Penance 6R 
9:15am Mass - Year 3 
 

30/5 
  
 
 

31/5 
 

 

1/6 
 
2/6 
Ascension 

6 
 

 

3/6 
8:35am Assembly  
 

4/6 
 
 

5/6 
Gymnastics K-2 
Stage 3 Soccer Gala Day 
8:35am Penance 6A 
9:15am Mass - Year 1 
 

6/6 
 
 
 

7/6 
 
 
 

8/6 
 
9/6 
Pentecost 
 
 

7 10/6 
 

Queen’s Birthday  
Public Holiday 

 

11/6 
 
8:35am Assembly  

12/6 
Gymnastics K-2 
8:35am First Penance 2F 
9:15am Mass - Kinder  
 

13/6 
 
 

14/6 
 
 

15/6 
 
16/6 
 
 

8  17/6 
8:35am Assembly  
 
 

18/6 
 

19/6 
Semester 1 Reports sent 
home Gymnastics K-2 
8:35am First Penance 2A 
9:15am Mass - Year 5 

20/6 
 
 

21/6 22/6 
 
23/6 

9 
June 
Parent 

teacher 
interviews 

week 

24/6 
8:35am Assembly  
 
Parent teacher 
Interviews 
 
 

25/6 
 
Parent teacher 
Interviews 
 
3:15-8pm Parent 
teacher Interviews 

26/6 
 
Parent teacher Interviews 
8:35am First Penance 2C 
 
Gymnastics K-2 

27/6 
 
Parent teacher Interviews 
 

28/6 
 
Sacred Heart Mass- 
Whole School 

29/6 
 
30/6 

10 
 

July 

1/7 
8:35am Assembly  
 

2/7 
 
 
 
 
 

3/7 
 
Gymnastics K-2 
 

4/7 
 
 

5/7 
Last Day of Term 2 

6/7 
 
7/7 

22 July - School resumes Term 3       (ALL DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 
 
 
 
 

HOOL  

 


