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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents 
 

On Monday as part of our Wellbeing focus we launched our school statement - At St Patrick’s we make a difference by being 
safe, respectful learners.  If we are to live Jesus’ message to “love one another as I have loved you” we need to respect not 
only ourselves, but others and the environment. 
  

It has been suggested in various forums that an increase in disrespect has grown to almost crisis point in our society and is 
evidenced in the increased violence and anti-social behaviours that are reported daily through the various forms of the 
media.  Individually, we can’t change society but we can make a big difference in our little corner of it. It’s up to us to make 
sure that we’re doing our part to be respectful adults and to teach our children to be respectful emerging adults. We parents 
can quickly lose credibility, if we are rude to our children or other adults while teaching them to be polite. The following piece 
of writing is a young person’s response to the invitation to put into writing their feelings about respect – there is a moral to this 
piece of writing: 

“Everyone expects respect no matter who they are. 
The only way to gain it is to treat everyone as a friend, as an equal person, 

As part of our extended family no matter their colour or creed. 
Only then, will you start to get the respect you so dearly need.”  David Harris. 

And the moral: Respect has to be earned not demanded. 
  

It’s for sure that children learn their standards of respect from what they see around them and parents are in a powerful 
position to teach by their own example as well as by instruction. Because our children take their cues from us, we need to be 
sure that we are setting the best possible standards. Schools teach children about respect but parents have the most 
influence on how respectful children become. 
  

Respect is not the same as obedience. Children might obey because they are afraid but, if they respect their parents, they 
will obey because they know that parents want what is best for them. Respect is an attitude and being respectful helps 
children succeed in life. If children don’t have respect for parents, peers, authority or themselves, it’s almost impossible for 
them to succeed. The best way to teach respect is to show respect. When children experience respect, they know what it 
feels like and begin to understand how important it is. 
  

If we reinforce our children’s positive and respectful behaviour, and eliminate disrespect by immediately calling attention to it 
so as to discourage it, we are helping to develop the moral intelligence of our children. This will improve their ability to be 
able to apply critical analysis to television, films and music whose content is increasing in the portrayal of disrespectful 
behaviour. It is true that we can’t change society, but it’s also true that we can be a powerful influence in our little corner of it, 
especially here at St Patrick’s. 
  

Of course, there are many children who constantly show respect and should be affirmed and commended. 

Steven Jones   
 Principal                           At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 
 
 
 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES SENT HOME 

Week 9 
25/3 8.35am Assembly (hall) 
26/3 6:30-7:30pm NAPLAN 2019  
        Parent Information session 
27/9 8:35pm Penance 5A 
        9.15am Year 2 Mass 
        Skipping Program 
29/3 8:45-9:45am NAPLAN 2019 
Parent Information session (repeat 
session) 

Week 10 
1/4 8.35am Assembly (hall) 
3/4 8:35pm Penance 5A 
      9.15am Year 2 Mass 
                   Skipping Program 
5/4  St Patrick’s Cross Country 
 

 Official Launch of Student 
Wellbeing Program 

 
Note from the Prime Minister 
  
School Fees 2019 
 
Photo Envelopes and note 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

KB Eroz, Jeziah KM Ethan, Jackson 

1CF Gibson, Carla 1F Sophia, George 

2A Frederic, Emily 2C Akenese, Ayaan 2F Joseph, Eliza-Jane 

3D Jessica, Maroun 3F Alycia, Michelle 3GS Chloe, Annabelle 

4B Nicole, Raquel 4F Seni, Dennis 4SM Leon, Jacob 

5A Jayden, Joy 5C William, Christian 5M Tsion, Aaliyah 

6A Tina, Bianca 6KM Reeves, Christine  6R Ethan, Joseph 
 

CAPTIVATE 

For those children who were involved in Captivate last year, the 2018 Anniversary Showcase video is now 
available. 
Link - https://vimeo.com/307196327 
Password - T3nYr5CAP 

 

FAMILY INFORMATION  ABSENT NOTES  APPROACHING STUDENTS 

Have you changed your address, 
phone numbers – home, work, mobile 
or emergency contact numbers? If 
so, could you please let the office 
know as a matter of urgency as we 
will need to update our contact 
details to ensure swift contact and 
communication when needed.  

 If your child is absent from school,       
please advise your child’s teacher of      
their absence either via skoolbag,     
personal email or note. 
If parents ring the school office, the       
teacher will be advised, however a      
written note is still required stating      
the date of absence, the type of       
absence and with a parent signature      
(except with personal emails). If     
children are away for three days or       
more then a medical certificate is      
required. 
 

 To ensure the safety of all, parents 
and adults other than St Patrick’s 
school staff are requested not to 
approach another student at 
anytime.  Any concerns with 
another student must be directed to 
your child’s class teacher in the first 
instance.  This includes 
approaching and speaking to family 
friends and nieces/nephews about 
concerns, events and or 
incidences.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/307196327


 
 
 

LITERACY LEARNING LINKS 

 

Every student at St Patrick’s everyday participates in The Writing Block. The Writing Block includes Modelled 
or Shared writing, Guided writing & Independent writing. This newsletter we will explore Shared Writing. 
 

 
 
What is Shared or Interactive Writing?  
Shared or interactive writing is similar to modelled writing, but this time, the teacher and the students work 
together on planning, composing, writing and shaping the text. It is written with a ‘shared pen’ involving 
students in the creation of ideas and the scribing of the text.  
 
To help students do something well, it helps to both tell them and show them what we expect. Teachers use 
Mentor texts as examples of what good writers do. A mentor text can be any piece of writing: a novel, poem, 
short story or essay that is relevant to what the student needs to learn. Using a mentor text teaches a student 
to read with a writer’s eye, noticing how a writer employs such elements as sentence structure and word choice 
to create meaning. In imitating the mentor text, a student may write in ways that are outside their comfort zone 
and thus learn new ways of expressing what they want to convey. 
 
Ralph Fletcher (author and educational consultant) explains that mentor texts are, "...any texts that you can 
learn from, and every writer, no matter how skilled you are or how beginning you are, encounters and reads 
something that can lift and inform and infuse their own writing.”  
 
Tracy Hoey 
Assistant Principal 

 
 

AFTERNOON DISMISSAL  NAPLAN PRACTICE TEST 

Any student who leaves prior to 
2:45pm, must be signed out via the 
school office.  Walkers and waiters 
in the hall can not be collected prior 
to 2:45pm. Walkers will move out of 
the school gates once staff have all 
students and can safely walk them 
up Calliope street. Please note, this 
will not be at 2:45pm sharp as it is 
imperative that all students move in 
an orderly manner to ensure their 
safety. 

 In May 2019 the National Assessment Program - Literacy & Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) will be completed by students of Year 3 and Year 5. This year the 
children will complete NAPLAN online.  
 
The results of the tests will provide important information to schools about what 
each student can do. Parents will receive a report indicating their child’s 
achievement. Prior to the official test students will partake in a practise test to 
familiarise them to the online formatting and test conditions. 
 
The NAPLAN Practice test for St Patrick’s will be held on Monday 1st April 
for Year 5 and Wednesday 3rd April for Year 3. 
 
A reminder that the parent session for parents of Year 3 & Year 5 students 
about NAPLAN online will be held on Tuesday 26th March from 6.30pm 
-7.30pm and Friday 29th March from 8.45-9.45am in the school Hall. 

 



 
 
 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

New Religious Education Curriculum Trial 
 
St Patrick’s will be involved in trialing the Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4)  
cycle of work intended for the new curriculum. 
All the staff are involved in the professional learning meetings to 
develop the background knowledge needed in readiness for each 
grade to start the new curriculum next year. 
 
On Tuesday 19th March and Thursday 21st March, the teachers of 
Stage 2 spent the days developing the driving questions for the inquiry based cycle of work and unpacking the surface, 
deep and transferable knowledge they intend for the students to gain. The opportunity for the teachers to collaborate with 
staff from others schools on Thursday was a highly valuable experience. 

 
The trial process will allow the staff of St Patrick’s to experience first hand 
a sample of the new curriculum and at the same time trial some new 
approaches in their classrooms. The opportunity to evaluate and provide 
feedback before the full school implementation in 2020 will provide great 
insight. 
 

 
        Masses 
 
     Parents and friends are welcome to attend mass with the parish and school. 
       Week 9                                             Week 10 
       Wednesday 27th March                    Wednesday 3rd April  
       9.15am Year 2 Mass                          9.15am Year 1 Mass 
       3rd Week of Lent                               4th Week of Lent 

  
  
 
        Feasts 
       23rd March  St Turibus of Mogrovejo 
       25th March  The Annunciation of the Lord 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Project Compassion - Mission Boxes 

 
Every Classroom has Project Compassion box in it that students and families can make contributions to.  
 

This year’s Project Compassion showcases the many ways Caritas works around the world with local 
partners to offer hope to people most vulnerable to extreme poverty and injustice. 
 
As Pope Francis said, “The future does have a name… and its name is hope.” 
  
Through our generosity during Project Compassion this year, we are empowering communities with 
hope and helping those in great need to shape a better future for themselves, their families and their  

                            communities.  
 
                                       Many blessings, 
                                       Wardeh Khoury 



 
 
 

   CALLED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE- WELLBEING LAUNCH 

    

  

   

   
 
 



 
 
 

CALLED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE- WELLBEING LAUNCH  

The launch of our Wellbeing Program started on Friday the 15th with the National Day of Action against 
Bullying and Violence. The children participated in a range of learning activities that informed them of how to 
stop bullying and encourage safe behaviour. Each child created a hand with their thoughts about stopping 
bullying and violence, all of which have been combined to represent us standing together as a community in 
the form a rainbow banner. The colours of each grade correspond to the colour of the Gems that the students 
are awarded for the positive efforts in being a safe, respectful learner. 

 
St Patrick’s Day was on Monday the 18th March and we began our celebration with Mass where Fr Peter 
spoke about how St Patrick demonstrated that he was a a safe, respectful learner through all the challenges in 
his life and how we can use his example as we try to achieve our best.  
 
After recess the students had the opportunity to work cooperatively in class on a variety of activities that 
incorporated learning about St Patrick while using the skills from the wellbeing program to work 
collaboratively.  
In the afternoon the school community together with parents gathered for the official launch. 
 
The rainbow banner was presented to the whole school, the year 6 students enacted the wellbeing skills they 
have been exposed to so far and we even got a visit from Paddy our mascot. Many of the logos and reminders 
of expectations were presented and will be displayed in all areas of the school to 
remind everyone of what the desired behaviours are.  
 
Father Peter was present for our launch and blessed the wristbands and all present as 
we strive to make a difference. 
 
Throughout the year there will be many more opportunities for this theme to be 
revisited and reinforced. 
 

 
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

 
SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS WILL BE TAKEN ON: Tuesday 9 April 2019 

 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
School photographs are scheduled to be taken by advancedlife. Envelopes have been sent home with students  today.  If 
possible it is our preference that ordering be completed online to reduce administration and potential security issues 
related to the return of cash and envelopes on photo day. 
 
 Orders for packages and sibling photographs can be placed securely online at www.advancedlife.com.au using our 
school’s unique 9 digit advanced order code. Portrait and group package orders are due by photography day. Should you 
wish to purchase a sibling photograph online, the order must be placed no later than the day before photography day. 
Sibling photographs will only be taken if an order has been placed. Should you have any queries concerning school 
photographs or online ordering, please direct them via email enquiries@advancedlife.com.au St Patrick's School ORDER 
NOW go to www.advancedlife.com.au and enter the code GWE ZLE 3LL  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

ORDIN 

PARENT GROUP  NEWS 

A note will be going home soon regarding  Easter Egg Donations for classroom raffles. 

 

CLOTHING POOL  TECHNOLOGY FORMS  SITE INTERRUPTIONS 

St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be 
open next Monday 25th March from 
8.15 to 8.35am. If you have any 2nd 
hand uniforms to donate, they would 
be appreciated. Thank you. 
 

 

 All students would have received an 
information sheet and form to fill out 
about the safe and acceptable use of 
technology at St Patrick's. 
 
Please note this is to be read and 
discussed with your child and then 
signed by both you and your child 
prior to returning to the classroom 
teacher by FRIDAY 22ND MARCH.  
 
Technology and internet will not 
be permitted until this form has 
been completed and returned. 
 

 Next week during the morning wide 
semi trailers will be delivering steel 
beams, transporting them up the 
driveway and then craning them 
onto the first floor for installation. 
We anticipate that this may result in 
some morning interruptions. 
Unfortunately there is no other 
solution as the semi trailer needs to 
travel outside of peak times.  Thank 
you for your anticipated 
understanding, patience and 
increased safety choices during this 
time.  

 
 

    
  

    
  

A SPECIAL DAY FOR NICOLE 

 
Last week Nicole Karam was selected out of 100 children, from the Children's Hospital to attend the 
Easter Show, before the show opens to test the showbags, Ch7, Ch9 & Ch10 were there filming for the 
News. Nicole appeared on Ch7 & Ch10 news. Below she writes about this special day. 
 
“My Special Day at the Easter Show” 
First thing in the morning I didn’t know what was going on . Mum said we are going to the hospital, but she 
didn’t say why. Mum and I drove to the hospital and while Mum was driving, she told me that there was 
going to be a surprise! The surprise was a visit to the Easter Show. I had so much fun, it was amazing and I 
really loved it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 


