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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
  
Over the past week I have had the privilege to read every child’s Semester One report in the school.  One thing that 
stood out was the incredible number of students with outstanding effort in all areas of their learning.  As a result, many 
Principal certificates will be handed out to students with their reports this Friday.  This initiative is to recognise the 
outstanding effort of students regardless of their A-E grades. 
  
There would not be a single family in Australia who, at some stage in the life of their children, hadn’t encouraged them to 
“do their best”.  When we, as parents, tell our children to do their best, we also need to tell them that their best is never 
going to be the same from one period of time to the next. Everything is alive and changing all the time, so their best will 
sometimes be high quality and at other times will not be as good; it could depend on whether they are feeling wonderful 
and happy or upset and moody.  When our children don’t do their best, they are somewhat denying themselves the 
opportunity to be who they really are. 
  
So, how can we support our children to do their best? Well, most children become what adults tell them they can 
become. Children take words to heart, especially words from the adults they love; they want and need to believe what 
their parents say about them. Through our speech and behaviour towards our children, we communicate to them the 
boundaries of their potential. 
  
Sometimes, children will need feedback from their parents that might be negative in nature. However, we need to take 
care that the manner in which we give the feedback is not counterproductive to our children not thinking well of 
themselves and accepting the need to perhaps change their behaviour. When we do give feedback, we need to focus on 
the behaviour not on our child’s general worth as a person. 
  
To help children to do their best, we need to show a genuine interest in them and let them know how much we care about 
them. We need to acknowledge what’s important to them and provide affirmation about who they are and what they’re 
doing. We need, on occasion, to say “well done” or “I was really impressed with the effort and time you put into...” for 
nothing worth doing is ever easy; worthwhile things always take time and effort. When the need arises, we might offer to 
lend a hand; if our children see that we are willing to commit our time and energy to their interests, they will be more 
committed to see things through and be less likely to give up on themselves. 
  

“Lord, we invite You to walk with us 
as we journey with our children. 

Help our guidance to be reflective of You 
so that it is loving, compassionate and honest.  Amen.” 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 7 
10/6 Public Holiday 
11/6 Yrs 1,2,3 & 5A Parent Teacher  
        Meetings 
12/6 Gymnastics K-2 
        8.35am First Penance 2F 
        9.15am Kindergarten Mass 
        6:00pm Eucharist Parent Meeting  
        Years 3-6  
        Yrs 1,2,3 & 5A Parent Teacher  
        Meetings 
13/6 Year 2 Excursion Featherdale  
        Wildlife Park 
       Yrs 1,2,3 & 5A Parent Teacher  
        Meetings  
14/6 Kindergarten Farm  
        Incursion  

 Week 8 
17/6 8.35am Assembly 
18/9 6-7.00pm Parent Meeting- 
        Mathematics Counts Years K-2 
19/9 8.45am First Penance 2A 
        9.15am Year 5 Mass 
        Gymnastics K-2 
20/9 Year 3 Incursion - Fizzics Education 
21/9 8.30-9.30am Parent Meeting   
          -Mathematics Counts Years K-2 
 
GOOD LUCK TO JAE-MIN (YEAR 6) WHO WILL 

COMPETE AT THE NSWCPS CROSS 
COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS NEXT FRIDAY 

AT SYDNEY MOTORSPORTS PARK, EASTERN 
CREEK. 

 ● Year 5 Excursion to Observatory 
● Year 6 School Expectations 
● Years 1,2,3,& 5A Parent Teacher 

Interviews 
● Year 2 Featherdale Wildlife Park 
● Year 3 Science Experiments 
● Kindergarten Head Lice 
● Year 2 Classroom Gates 
● Kindergarten - Year 2 Numeracy 

Meeting 
● Year 2 Penance booklets 
● Year 4 Mufti Day (reward day) 

 
 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

KB Catalina Elbacha KM Savannah Mokdassi 

1CF Emily Abboud 1F Olivia Hallit 

2A Levi Boustiani 2C Sarah Arrage 2F Sara Karaki 

3D Isaiah Johnston 3F Zane Fontana 3GS Christina Harb 

4B Nicole Karam 4F Ruhan Sitoula 4SM Chantelle Draiby 

5A Angelica Antoun 5C Christine Gittany 5M Tony Bou Merhy 

6A Tia Ammari 6KM Christine Sahyoun 6R Alexander Elias 

                                     
 

STAFFING UPDATE 

Congratulations to Mrs Kathryn Criss who has been appointed as the music teacher at St Angela's Castle Hill 
from the commencement of Term 3 2019.  We are currently advertising for a replacement music teacher.  We 
thank Mrs Criss for everything she has done to support the many students music knowledge, skills and 
appreciation during her many years at St Patrick’s. 
Year 1CF - We wish Mrs Samantha Cassar the very best as she commences maternity leave and awaits the 
birth of her second child in the coming weeks.  As of Monday 17 June, Mrs Linda Fredericks will be 1CF 
teacher Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and Mrs Joanna Gladwill on a Wednesday. 

 
 
 

TELL THEM FROM ME SURVEY - STILL OPEN 

The ‘Tell Them From Me Survey’ is now open and will continue to remain open for the next three weeks. 
Please provide feedback on your experiences of our school using this survey. The information provided will be 
used to maintain our commitment to working together in partnership, to further improve student learning and 
wellbeing. No usernames or passwords are needed as the Parent Survey is anonymous and will take 
approximately 20 minutes to complete. http://tellthemfromme.com/stpatsguildford   

 

http://tellthemfromme.com/stpatsguildford%C2%A0
http://tellthemfromme.com/stpatsguildford
http://tellthemfromme.com/stpatsguildford%C2%A0


 

LITERACY LEARNING LINKS 

Every student at St Patrick’s everyday participates in The Writing Block. During the writing block children 
learn to spell. Spelling is the process of writing or naming the letters of a word. Teachers teach children 
appropriate strategies to accurately spell familiar and unfamiliar words when composing texts.  
 
Effective spellers use a number of different strategies interactively in order to spell correctly. They understand 
how to use banks of known words, word origins, base words, suffixes and prefixes, morphemes and spelling 
patterns to spell new words. These strategies sit under four main types of spelling knowledge. Bringing 
students’ attention to these strategies develops each student’s disposition for solving words when writing, 
teaching them HOW to spell rather than just memorising words. 
 

 

Visual Knowledge  
Children learn the way words and letters look 
• letters are used to write words  
• spaces are left between words  
• a letter string may represent different sounds  
• there is a common letter order for words 
• most string of letters follow a rule 
 
Phonological Knowledge  
Children learn the sounds that letter make 
• the letter names  
• the sounds represented by vowels and consonants 
• onsets and rimes (eg tr–uck; sh–op; p–et)  
• spelling patterns—strings or clusters of letters which occur in many  
 words sharing common sound units (eg ite/ight).  
Did you know we have 26 letters in our alphabet, 44 different 
ways these letters can sound and hundreds of different ways 
these letter combinations can be written 
 
Etymological Knowledge 
Children learn where words come from ie Latin or Greek  
Did you know we can make new words from: 
• homonyms - words that sound similar but look different 
• compound words- two words joined together eg cupboard 
• blended words - words that are blended ie the start of one word blended with 
another eg Medibank—medical + bank 
• eponyms - words that originate from the names of people, places or institutions, 
for example, leotard—J. Leotard, a trapeze performer 
 

 

Morphemic Knowledge  
Children learn the meaning of words 
and/or parts of words 
Did you know that suffixes and prefixes 
have meanings too for example ‘-ed’ 
means it happened in the past , ‘-s’ 
means more than one, ‘un-’ means not 
A prefix is a group of letters (or an affix) that's added to the beginning of a word, 
and a suffix is an affix that's added to the end of a word. Affixes modify the 
meaning of a word. 

 
If you want to read more about spelling and why spelling tests don’t work. Click on the link to go to an article 
written by Misty Adoniou  Why some kids can’t spell and why spelling tests won’t help. 
 
Tracy Hoey  
Assistant Principal 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FTi3TFd0bFWeKXGnfG6GhMaZtBiASSCb


 

NSW HEALTH - PROTECT YOUR FAMILY 

NSW Health: Protect your family, your community and yourself with a flu shot this winter 
Flu is much more serious than a cold and spreads easily. In 2017, over 650 people died in NSW from it. An 
annual flu shot is your best protection against the flu. The flu shot is safe and does not give you the flu. Free 
flu shots are available for pregnant women, children from 6 months to under 5 years, all Aboriginal people from 
6 months of age, people with serious health conditions, including severe asthma, diabetes, cancer, immune 
disorders, kidney, heart, lung or liver disease, and all people 65 years and over. Talk to your doctor or health 
worker for more information. It’s in your hands. See the NSW Health website here. 
What is flu? 
Influenza, or flu, is a highly contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses. There are two main 
types of influenza virus that cause infection in humans – types A and B – and many sub-types or strains. Flu 
can occur throughout the year but flu activity usually peaks in winter. Flu is a vaccine-preventable illness but a 
new vaccine needs to be given each year because flu viruses change (mutate) constantly. A new flu vaccine is 
prepared each year to best match the strains predicted for the coming flu season. 
What are the symptoms? 
People with flu typically experience some or all of the following symptoms for at least a week: 

❖ fever and chills 
❖ cough, sore throat and runny or stuffy nose 
❖ muscle aches, joint pains, headaches and fatigue (feeling very tired) 
❖ nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea (more common in children than adults) 

Seek immediate medical advice if the illness quickly becomes worse or if any of the following occurs: 
❖ shortness of breath or rapid breathing 
❖ chest pain 
❖ confusion or sudden dizziness 
❖ persistent vomiting 

How is it spread? 
❖ Flu viruses are mainly spread by droplets made when an infected person coughs or sneezes. 
❖ Flu can also spread after touching surfaces where infected droplets have landed. 
❖ Flu can be spread to someone by an infected person even before their symptoms begin. 
❖ Adults with flu are infectious from the day before their symptoms start until 5-7 days later. 
❖ Young children and people with weakened immune systems may be infectious for longer. 

How is it prevented? 
❖ Flu vaccination each year before winter arrives is the best way to prevent flu. 
❖ Healthy respiratory hygiene also helps to prevent the spread of flu. 
❖ Cover your mouth with your elbow when you cough or sneeze 
❖ Stay at home if you’re sick 
❖ Wash your hands frequently 

 
 

GEORGE YACOUB - MILAN SOCCER WORLD CUP TOURNAMENT 

George trialled back in October 2018 amongst 120 players across Blacktown, Homebush and Strathfield. He 
was selected along with 20 other players to represent Juventus Sydney at a World Cup tournament in Milan, 
Italy. George leaves on 9th June for a 10 day tournament and will play against teams from 26 countries, with 
over 1000 other players entering the tournament. George will also get to experience being a professional 
footballer by staying in the Olympic Village accommodation with all the European players competing at the 
same time. 
 
George started playing soccer when he was 3 years old with Soccer Joeys and then starting at his first club at 
5 years old with Fairfield Hotspurs.  He is an example of passion and dedication and if you truly put your head 
down and work hard, you can achieve anything. We wish him all the best and the utmost success for his 
tournament and cannot wait to hear all about it.  

 
 

CLOTHING POOL 

St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be open on Tuesday 11th June from 8.15 to 8.35am. If you have any items you 
would like to donate you can leave them at the office. Thank you 



 
 

SEMESTER ONE REPORTS 

On Friday you will receive your child’s report for Semester One. These reports are only one way of gaining information 
about your child and their academic progress.  
 
The report communicates information about your child’s learning for all seven Key Learning Areas (KLAs) 

● Religion 
● English 
● Mathematics 
● Human Society and its Environment 
● Science and Technology 
● Personal Development, Health and Physical Education 
● Creative Arts 

using a scale of achievement 

Consistent Usually With Encouragement Needs Improvement 

 
Year 1-6 Learning Reports communicate individual achievement in all areas according to the following scale: 
 

E D C B A 

Elementary 
Achievement 

Basic 
Achievement 

Sound 
Achievement 

High 
Achievement 

Excellent 
Achievement 

Number of students 
achieving an E 

Number of students 
achieving a D 

Number of students 
achieving a C 

Number of students 
achieving a B 

Number of students 
achieving an A 

 

For Years 1 to 6 the number of students achieving at each level E - A is stated on your child’s report for each key learning 
area. 

Your child’s effort for each area is reported using a 
three-point scale: 

● Needs Improvement 
● Satisfactory 
● Excellent 

The number of students achieving at various levels is 
determined: 

● by the year group’s achievements 
● it is not by a mathematical formula 

 
Listed in the table below is an example of achievement (Year 1 to 6) for parents regarding their driving skills. The majority 
of the parent community would be C (Sound Achievement) and this is what we would expect the majority of drivers.  Listed 
in the table below is an example of achievement (Year 1 to 6) for parents regarding their driving skills. This idea may assist 
you when reading your child’s report. 
 

E D C B A 

Elementary 
Achievement 

Basic 
Achievement 

Sound 
Achievement 

High 
Achievement 

Excellent 
Achievement 

Learner - Drives with guidance 
& requires continuous support 
and monitoring 

Provisional - Able to drive but 
lacks experience. Basic driving 
ability.  Needs support 

Sound driver - Experienced in 
various situations. Majority of 
people driving on the roads 

Attended advanced driver 
training course. Experienced 
and tested in various situations 

Formula 1 driver - Experienced 
and tested in various situations 
at high 
speed 

     

 
We know you are really anxious for your child to do well. But, please remember, amongst the children receiving reports 
tomorrow there is an artist, who doesn’t need to write stories… There is an entrepreneur, who doesn’t care about 
Geography or Science… There is a musician whose History marks won’t matter… There is an athlete whose physical 
fitness is more important than Maths. If your child gets top marks, that’s great! But if he or she doesn’t please don’t take 
away their self confidence. Tell them it’s OK and that no matter what they score as long as they try their very best.. You 
love them and will not judge them. Their effort is the most important trait. 

 



 

NSW PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE UPDATE  SCHOOL FEES 

There are 12 weeks to go in the Premier’s Reading Challenge. Closing 
date for student entries is 30 August . 
Congratulations to the following 13 students who have now completed 
the Challenge. 
 
Sabin Salloum 2C, Maroun Diab 3D, Adriana Antoun 3GS, Christiana 
Harb 3GS, Tatiyana Harb 6R, Teresa Maka 6R, Luka Katovcic 6A, 
Mikayla Kanaan KM, Jackson Opoku KM, Patrick Chami 2F, Zoe Bodiam 
3F, Isaiah Johnston 3D, Aailyah Johnston 5M, Christiana Kaliffe 5C and 
Charlise Chakty 6KM 

 School Fees are now due. If you 
have paid thank you. 
 
Please ensure all Term 2 fees 
are paid as soon as possible. 
 

 
 

MORNING DROP OFF 

Over the last few weeks we have noticed an increase in the number of parents dropping their children off of 
a morning outside the demountable classroom gates. This does not allow our students to be supervised 
while teachers are still crossing the road with their class.  
 
As a measure of safety, we ask that your children are dropped on the main site of the school. Should 
any student arrive at school after 8.35am we ask that you stay with them until their teacher arrives or 
they are to be taken to the office immediately. Children who arrive after 8.35am must come to the 
office with their parents who then must sign them in.  
 
Thank you for allowing us to work together to ensure we all follow our school expectations of being safe, 
respectful learners.  
 
Thank you for your support. 

 
 

WELLBEING 

 
Congratulations to our Gold Award recipients.  

The rainbow is forming as each grade contributes to our Gem jar. 
Each grade is enjoying special rewards as a way to celebrate their hard work in filling their 
jar. Kindergarten will enjoy a Movie afternoon. They will put their feet up and relax this 
Thursday afternoon. Year 3 will be snug as a bug in a rug with a mufti pyjama day this 
Friday. Year 4 will also celebrate with a mufti day this Friday. While Year 6 have decided to 
have a mufti day with a difference! The senior students will be ‘Paying it Forward’ by 
nominating areas within the school, where they can provide stewardship and community 
service. 

 



 
 
 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

PENTECOST 
Pentecost will be this Sunday 9th June and is a commemoration and celebration of the receiving of 
the Holy Spirit by the early church. Many may refer to this day as the Church’s birthday. 
Jesus confirmed this prophecy with the promise of the Holy Spirit to the disciples in John 14:26. Jesus 
told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Father’s gift of the Holy Spirit, from whom they would 
receive power to be His witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:3-8). After Jesus’ ascension to 
heaven, the men returned to Jerusalem and joined together in prayer in an upper room. On the Day of 

Pentecost, just as promised, a violent wind filled the house and 
tongues of fire came to rest on each of them and all were filled 
with the Holy Spirit. They were given the power of communication 
which Peter used to begin the ministry for which Jesus had 
prepared him. After the coming of the Holy Spirit, the disciples did 
not stay in the room basking in God’s glory but burst out to tell the 
world.  
This was the beginning of the Church as we know it. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: First Holy Communion 
The parents of children who are in Year 3 as well as parents of children in 
Years 4-6 who haven’t received the Sacrament of First Eucharist are invited to 
attend an Information Session on Wednesday 12th June at 6pm in the Hall.  
This is a compulsory meeting if you wish your child to participate in the 
Eucharist program and receive the sacrament this year.  
Failure to attend this meeting means that your child will miss the 
opportunity to participate in the program this year. 
Please note that if your child has received the Eucharist when they were baptised eg, Melkite or 
Orthodox Rite, they have already made their “First Communion” and therefore will learn more about 
the Sacrament in class but are not eligible to enrol in the Sacramental program. 

 
PENANCE 
Please keep in your prayers the students who are preparing to receive their 
First Penance during the next three weeks. 

 
 
MASSES 
Parents and friends are welcome to attend mass with the school and parish 
               Week 7                                                  Week 8    
               Wednesday 12th June                            Wednesday 19th June 
               9.15am Kindergarten Mass                     9.15am Year 5 Mass 
              Ordinary Time 10                                     Ordinary Time 11 

 
FEAST DAYS 
9th June    Pentecost Sunday 
10th June  The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church  
11th June   St Barnabas  
13th June   St Anthony of Padua 
16th June   The Most Holy Trinity 
19th June    St Romuald 



 

 
 
  

A Prayer for Pentecost 
God, the light of your Spirit has fallen upon us, 
The seal of your ownership is on us, 
You have placed the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 
In our rising and our sleeping, 
In our working and our playing, 
In our joys and our sorrows. 
In our loving and caring, 
In our touching and listening, 
In our thoughts and in our actions. 
It filled those that were empty, 
It empowered those that were weary. 
It brought together those that were divided, 
It reassured those who were afraid.  
By its power we can walk together as one, 
By its power we can find strength to share. 
By its power we can find freedom in loving each other, 
By its power we can find life in you. Amen 
 

                                                                                                                                       Yours in Christ, 
                                                                                                                                         Mrs Wardeh Khoury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
  


