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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
   
Jesus spent 40 days in the desert to prepare Himself for His mission of love.  Yesterday, on Ash Wednesday we began 
the season of Lent. 
  
If you were to do a word association with ’Lent’ what would emerge from your personal story?  Fasting, 40 days, giving 
up, doing without, abstinence, observance, praying, church, purple vestments and clothes, penance, repentance, alms 
giving…?  So many times we confuse practice and its intended goal.  We need reminding.  Jesus reminds us of God.  
  

The God of  
LOVE, 
TRUTH, 
FORGIVENESS. 

  
Constantly Jesus goes off to a lonely place to be with His God, to grow in relationships, renew His spirit and come to 
clarity.  During the upcoming 40 days there may be opportunities for you 
to find a space or time to be with God?  Yesterday Father Peter spoke to 
the students and parish community during mass about “doing it in private” 
that is, without having to show of your deeds, fasting or praying for all to 
see. 
  
The heart of Lent is making a space for our God.  That means loosening 
our control and being open to what needs to come into our lives.  What a 
huge challenge!!  The season of Lent reminds us to focus on what is 
essential to everyday life and we need 40 days of constant reminding.  It 
is a matter of priorities – a few minutes, a few moments to attend to the 
essentials not as a chore but as a time to be cherished.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to start again, with a renewed sense of 
commitment – to turn our hearts and minds back to God through our good deeds and prayerful solitude. 
 

Lord of all newness, be with us as we commence our Lenten pilgrimage. 
Awaken the depths of our being to your presence within us, foundation of life and love. 

Attune the ears of our heart to the sounds of your gentle voice, challenging, yet reassuring. 
Enlighten the eyes of our mind to see the path you lay before us, untrodden, yet paved with your grace. 

Walk with us into newness of life in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES SENT HOME 

Week 7 
Mon 23/3: 8.35am Assembly in Hall 
Wed 13/3: 9:15am Yr 3 Mass 
                  Skipping Program 
Fri 15/3: NO BULLYING DAY 

Week 8 
Mon 18/3: St Patricks Whole School Mass 
St Patrick’s celebration & Wellbeing Launch 
Wed 27/3: Skipping Program 

 
 

Yrs 3-6 Sports Gala Day Expression of 
Interest 
Premier’s Reading Challenge 
New Dismissal Procedures 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

KB Daniel & Daniella KM Natalia & Joshua 

1CF Christian & Michael 1F Damian & George 

2A Sofia & Julian 2C Tavongaishe & Benji 2F Rytham & Bridget 

3D Elijah 3F David & Maria 3GS John & Sienna 

4B Mikayla 4F Michael & Serafina 4SM Georgina & Brayden 

5A Sylvana 5C George & Lara 5M Sarah-Maree 

6A John & Bianca 6KM Zackaria & Charlise 6R Michael & Miriam 
 

2019 PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 

4th March – 30th August 2019 
Notes have been sent home regarding the Premier’s Reading Challenge. You must give 
permission for your child to participate (participation is not compulsory) by signing the form 
that was sent home. There are more copies in the office. 

Student names and passwords will then be sent home enabling parents to complete the online 
reading record. 

The PRC student site is available again this year! Students can search for books to read, add 
books to their reading logs, and track their progress throughout the challenge. You can find the 
site at https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/studentExperience.html#/and there is a useful help 
video available to demonstrate how the site works.  

 
 

CLOTHING POOL 

St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be open on Monday 11th March from 8.15 until 8.35am. There is a good range of 2nd hand 
clothing for sale. Most items are priced at $5.00, winter uniforms, school bags, winter jackets all $15. 

 
 

2020 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS OPEN    HIGH SCHOOL APPLICATIONS 

2020 Kindergarten are now open.  Enrolment forms are 
available via the school website of can be collected from the 
office.  Please let family, friends and neighbours know that 

2020 Kindergarten forms are available. 

 
 

Father Blayney will sign High School Applications after 
the 6pm Vigil Mass on Saturdays and at the 8am and 
10am Masses on Sunday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nsw.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c6940efad798431e6a5f5e66&id=0ca090bda3&e=70e9317079
https://nsw.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c6940efad798431e6a5f5e66&id=d175f117fc&e=70e9317079
https://nsw.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c6940efad798431e6a5f5e66&id=d175f117fc&e=70e9317079


 

LITERACY LEARNING LINKS 

Every student at St Patrick’s everyday participates in The Writing Block. The Writing Block includes Modelled or Shared 
writing, Guided writing & Independent writing. This newsletter we will explore Modelled Writing. 
 

 
What is Modelled Writing? 
 
Modelled writing is when the teacher demonstrates and models in front of their students what ‘good writers’ do when they 
are composing a text.  
 
The teacher composes a variety of imaginative, persuasive and informative texts, modelling and making explicit the 
‘thinking processes’ used in:  

● planning, composing & drafting of ideas  
● revising & editing a text 
● spelling known and unknown words 
● deciding which grammatical conventions or punctuation to use 
● forming letters appropriately 
● vocabulary choices made 

 
The ‘thinking processes’ or what we call a think-aloud is a teaching strategy in which a proficient writer (in this case, the 
teacher) verbally models their thinking as they approach the writing of a text. Think-alouds require the writer to stop 
periodically, to reflect on how a text is being composed and understood, and state orally the writing strategies being 
employed. 
 
The ultimate goal of a think-aloud is to help students independently engage in similar cognitive processes. When teachers 
think aloud “in a conversational manner, in a way that illustrates and scaffolds for students how to build the new 
knowledge and language about a topic and about the features and structures of the text”, our students are one step closer 
to be proficient and independent composers of text. (Fisher, Frey & Lapp 2011) 
 
Tracy Hoey 
Assistant Principal 

 
 

NAPLAN ONLINE  CALLED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE LAUNCH  

In preparation for NAPLAN Online, students and parents of 
Year 3 & Year 5 are invited to use the public demonstration 
tests available from ACARA to help familiarise themselves 
with the types of questions and related functionalities 
available in the NAPLAN Online assessment.  
 
Click on the link to access the NAPLAN Demonstration 
Site. 
 
Some of the key features include a range of question types, 
on screen tools, timers and interactive navigation. Students 
are encouraged to try all the tests for their year level and 
practise the complete range of question formats available in 
the online assessment.  
 
A parent session for parents of Year 3 & Year 5 students 
will be held on Tuesday 26th March from 6.30pm -7.30pm 
and Friday 29th March from 8.45-9.45am in the school Hall 

 Please join us for our St Patrick’s day Celebrations, 
School Mass and Wellbeing Launch on Monday 18th 
March. 
 
Parents are invited to join their children for lunch. Please 
bring along a rug or picnic chair and gather at the hall at 
12.50pm.  
 
Following lunch will be an assembly in the hall for the 
official launch of “Paddy” our school mascot. 
 

 
ST PATRICK’S DAY  

9:15 St Patrick’s Day School Mass 
12:50-1:30 Whole school lunch 
1:50 Whole school assembly in the hall 
2.45 Dismissal 

http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site


 
 
 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

Lenten Fasting in the Catholic Church 
During the six weeks of self-examination and reflection, Christians who 
observe Lent typically make a commitment to fast, or to give up 
something—a habit, such as watching TV, swearing, or a food or drink, 
such as sweets, chocolate, or coffee. Some Christians also take on a 
Lenten discipline, such as reading the Bible and spending more time in 
prayer to draw nearer to God. 
 
The Roman Catholic Church has a long tradition of fasting for Lent. Unlike 
most other Christian churches, the Catholic Church has specific regulations 
for its members covering Lenten fasting. 
 
The law of fasting binds those who are eighteen to sixty. Abstinence can 
begin at fourteen. 

 
Not only do Catholics fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, but they also abstain from meat on those days and all the 
Fridays during Lent. Fasting does not mean complete denial of food. 
 
On fast days, Catholics are allowed to eat one full meal and two smaller meals which, together, do not constitute a full 
meal. Young children, the elderly, and persons whose health would be affected are exempt from fasting regulations. 
 
Fasting is associated with prayer and alms-giving as spiritual disciplines to take a person's attachment away from the 
world and focus it on God and Christ's sacrifice on the cross. 
 
Lifted Live Junior Concert 
 
On the 21st Of February, The shamrocks and the school leaders were invited to attend the 
junior lifted Live concert for 2019. We had Fr Rob Galea as our Host and as a disciple of 
God he taught us to not be afraid and to live the word of God as we are put on this Earth to 
become the best we can. He preached about how we should not doubt ourselves and that 
we should not hold back. He gave us examples of being tempted and he showed us the 
outcome and how even though we might be tempted to do something we shouldn’t. Fr Rob 
also encourages us to continue our relationship with Jesus, the one who will always be 
there for us. 
 
He let us live in the moment while singing songs, telling stories and related to us as 
individuals.  We interacted with him by asking questions and playing games. He taught us 
how to understand the way of Jesus in a humorous but truthful and faithful way. He showed 
us how to be the best Christians that we can be and left us  with the message to never give 
up on our dreams and that when we fall we should rise up like champions and saints just 
like St Patrick.  
                                                By Jerome and Tracey (Student Pastoral Leaders) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Masses 
Parents and friends are welcome to come and celebrate mass with the parish and school. 
 
Week 7                                                      Week 8 
Wednesday 13th March                            Monday 18th March 
9.15am Year 3 Mass                                 9.15am Whole School Mass 
1st Week of Lent                                       St Patrick’s Day 

https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-good-friday-p2-700773
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-good-friday-p2-700773


 
 

 

Shamrocks- Faith in Action Team 
 

This week representatives from the Shamrocks are visiting classes to 
talk about Project Compassion and encourage 
the students to think about acts of charity and 
almsgiving this Lent. 
  
Every Classroom will have a Project 
Compassion box in it that students and 
families can make contributions to.  

 

This year’s Project Compassion showcases the many ways Caritas works around the world with 
local partners to offer hope to people most vulnerable to extreme poverty and injustice. 
 
As Pope Francis said, “The future does have a name… and its name is hope.” 
  
Through our generosity during Project Compassion this year, we are empowering communities 
with hope and helping those in great need to shape a better future for themselves, their families 
and their communities.  
 

Feast Days 
7th March - Sts Perpetua and Felicity 
8th March - St John of God 
9th March - St Frances of Rome 
13th March - 5th Anniversary of election of Pope Francis 
18th March - St Patrick 
19th March - St Joseph 
23rd March - St Turibius of Mogrovejo 
25th March - The Annunciation of the Lord 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Wardeh Khoury 

 

 
 

TECHNOLOGY  SCHOOL FEES  NUMERACY AT HOME 

All students would have received an 
information sheet and form to fill out 
about the safe and acceptable use of 
technology at St Patrick's.  
 
Please note this is to be read and 
discussed with your child and then 
signed by both you and your child 
prior to returning to the classroom 
teacher by FRIDAY 8TH MARCH.  
 
Technology and internet use will not 
be permitted until this form has been 
completed and returned. 

 School fee accounts are being     
mailed directly to your home address      
this week by CEDP. A detailed      
explanation will be sent home     
tomorrow with your child outlining the      
fees that have been charged this      
year. Families who have not     
received their school fees account     
via Australia Post by Friday 15      
March are asked to contact Mrs      
Cathy Hartsuyker at the School     
Office. 

 The numeracy@HOME resources   
support maths learning during    
everyday activities, such as when     
families are preparing meals,    
playing games, or walking down the      
street. 
https://www.numeracyathome.com/ 
resources acknowledge that families    
are children's first maths educators     
and support parents through a     
range of videos, tip sheets, a blog,       
and a facebook feed. 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  

Congratulations to Levi in Year 6 who was recently selected in the Parramatta Diocesan AFL team to participate at the 
MacKillop trials in Wagga Wagga on 5th April 2019.  We wish him all the very best. 

 
 
 

https://www.numeracyathome.com/


 

SOCIAL MEDIA AND ONLINE POP UP GAMES 

Recently there has been concern within the social media about 
various pop ups.  Below are a few tips that Dr Kristy Goodwin 
shared to help parents support the safety of their children. 
● Keep devices in publicly accessible places in the home and 

headphones off if they’re watching You Tube. 
● Encourage your kids to immediately pause online content if they 

see anything scary or inappropriate and report it to a trusted adult 
and remind them they won’t be in trouble. 

● Don’t use screen time as a punishment tool (as kids will be 
reluctant to tell parents when they’ve seen something 
inappropriate if there’s a threat that you’ll ban technology). 

● Set parental controls and use Internet-filtering tools like 
● Create playlists and subscribe to content on You Tube that you 

know is age-appropriate. 
● Don’t be duped into thinking You Tube Kids is a safest alternative 

for kids. It isn’t! Spliced content, not just Momo Challenges, has 
been found on this platform too. 

● Use curated video and TV platforms such as ABC Kids, Netflix, 
Nickelodeon. You Tube is the Wild West. Yes, there’s good and 
helpful content on You Tube but there’s a whole lot of other stuff there too. 

 
 
 

STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE EMU PROGRAM 

Our EMU (Extending Mathematical Understanding) has started this year with our Year 1 students and it is 
great to see the students sharing their  learning together in Counting, Place Value, Addition and Subtraction, 
Multiplication and Division.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 HOME CHALLENGE: NUMBER BUSTING K-6 

The learning intention of number busting is for children to learn about partitioning and splitting numbers,                
manipulating numbers, playing with number patterns, becoming risk takers and noticing connections            
between things so as to help with the ability to solve problems mentally. 
Number Busting is a valuable activity from Kindergarten upwards. In Kindergarten it will usually begin with 
children using materials. Later on the task becomes more complex by adapting the number that children 
are asked to 'bust'. The mini bead strings may be used to partition/split a number in as many ways as 
possible in 5 minutes.  

 
Who in your family can take the challenge: grab a handful of counters or roll a dice to make a 
number then see how many of the following you can complete?  

 
How many ways can you make your number ? 
How can you use your bead string to help you ? 
Can you include fractions or decimals in your number bust? 
Can you use square numbers? 
Can you represent your number bust through a diagram/picture ? 
Can you bust your number using more than one operation ? 
Can you use a pattern to help you bust your number ? 
Can you Array bust? 

Share your findings in some photos or diagrams and your hard thinking may be shared in the next 
newsletter… 

Kind Regards, 

Terese Croan EMU Specialist Teacher 

 
 

NRL CLINICS 

Years 3 to 6 students enjoyed the opportunity to 
participate in the NRL Clinics last week. The 30 minute 
sessions involved students in non-tackle skills and 
strategies used in the game of Rugby League. Thank 
you to Michael Karam who led the clinics on the day to 
promote enthusiasm and participation in the game and to 
invite students to register to play for the Guildford 
Raiders Club. 

 

 
 
 


