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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 
Do not fear for I am with you. 

 

World Mission Day is celebrated every year in every country wherever there are Catholics committed to building a better 
world for all of God's people, a world where everyone has all they need to live a dignified and fulfilling life. It is the day on 
which we reflect on the urgency to proclaim the Gospel in our times. 
 
Missionary Activity is a response to the love with which God shows us. God's love is the spiritual energy that can make 
harmony, justice and communion grow among people, races and those for which everyone is searching. It is God, who is 
love, who leads the Church towards those farthest away and calls us to be renewed from the original source, Jesus Christ, 
from whose pierced heart flows the love of God. 
 
The God of love is the source of care, tenderness, compassion, hospitality and interest in other people's problems, for 
spreading Christ's charity around the world. Catholic Mission has the responsibility of promoting a dignified and fruitful 
celebration of World Mission Day. This year World Mission Day was celebrated last Sunday 20 October 2019. The particular 
focus this year was to help the work of the Church in Ghana. 
 
At St Patrick’s, as a school community, we are celebrating Mission Week, through various events and awareness raising…  

● Whole school prayer (Monday’s school assembly) 
● Crazy sock and hair day - gold coin donation 
● Fun activities during lunchtime (bowling, pin the tail on the donkey and Lifted Lunchtime Discos) 
● Sock puppet making competition  

Furthermore every class has a mission box. Maybe the children can donate their canteen money once a week to the 
missions, or even place their change it in. Can each class fill it in two weeks? 
 
Jesus’ mission of creating a world where all can live a fully dignified life is still far from completion. Therefore, the whole 
month of October has been dedicated to reflecting on the central mission of the Church to help all Christians in their 
commitment to Christ’s mission of salvation for the world. 
 

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10) 
 

Locally and globally, we answer the call to love God and to love our neighbour, and work to establish the Reign of God 
through building communities of missionary disciples who share their faith by proclaiming the Word, serving people in need, 
acting for justice and creation, and adopting child-focused, community-based development programs. 
 
As a community Give us hands of hope, O Lord 
Hands to open to give and to receive, Hands to reach out in care and support, 
Hands to cradle and to play, Hands to share your life giving grace. 
 
Whilst as a school community we can’t change the world, we can make it a better place. Thank you for supporting your 
child(ren) in making a difference.  All the very best for the week ahead. 

 
Steven Jones   
 Principal   
 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being safe, respectful learners. 
 

 

https://www.skoolbag.com.au/parentinstructions.pdf
http://www.stpatsguildford.catholic.edu.au/


 

UPCOMING DATES  NOTES HOME 

Week 3 
28/10 8:35am Assembly (Hall) 
29/10 7pm - 8pm Confirmation Mass 
30/10 Sporting Skills Program  
          for Years 3-6 

8:40am Penance - 2F 
9:15am Mass - Years 1&2 
9am-10am Parent Reading 
Information Session 
6pm - 7pm Parent Reading 
Information Session 

1/11 All Saints Day 

Week 4 
4/11 8:35am Assembly (Hall) 
6/11 Sporting Skills Program Years 3-6 
        9:15am Mass - Years 1&2 
7/11 2020 Kindergarten Information  
        Evening 6:30-7:30pm  
8/11 Open Classrooms 9-10am 
 

 Term 4 Grade Curriculum 
Overview 

 

MERIT AWARDS 

KB Millania Hekeik KM Marilyn Jacobucci 

1CF Olivia Yousif 1F Arin Shrestha 

2A Emily Karaki 2C Alexia Hashim 2F Patrick Chami 

3D Joy Sovula 3F Michael Diaz 3GS Sienna Tatian 

4B Emily Tito 4F Isabella El-Khoury 4SM Sienna Alam 

5A Harrison Lawlor 5C Sarkis El-Bazouni 5M Marie Younan 

6A Mele (Sweetie) Fainu 6KM Brandon Le 6R Jerome Issac  

 
Week 1 Gold Awards 

 

 
Week 2 Awards 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

LITERACY LEARNING LINKS 

Every student at St Patrick’s everyday participates in The Writing Block. During the writing block children learn 
about many things including grammar.  
 
Children first learn how to use grammar in their spoken language and then, at school, are taught how to formulate 
written sentences using appropriate punctuation and grammatical elements. This includes grammatical elements 
such as tense, word order and the use of word classes like nouns (naming words), pronouns (e.g. I, me, mine, my, 
you), verbs (doing words), adjectives (describing words) and adverbs (describes a verb – e.g. slowly). By teaching 
these elements children learn that their words are intended to be read and understood and that this is easier to do 
if it is grammatically correct.  
 
The use of correct grammar is important because it is the main feature within both our spoken and written 
communication and allows us to have our messages clearly understood. Using incorrect grammar can lead to 
sentences being meaningless and the message unclear. Using correct grammar makes listening and reading easier 
for others to understand and can make the communication process more enjoyable. 
 
As children get older their grammar becomes even more important as they learn how to communicate their thoughts
and ideas in written form. With a good understanding of the different grammatical components of language, a child is
able to express themselves clearly and establish good foundation skills for written documentation in later years (e.g. 
writing essays, job applications or stories). Grammar also helps children expand their vocabulary by helping them to 
develop more interesting ways of presenting their information. 
 
Here are some simple ways that you can support your child's understanding of grammar. 
Sentence Structure 
Sentence structure can vary. We can write simple, compound and complex sentences.  
There are several games that can help children gain a better understanding of where words are placed within a 
sentence, such as the ones below. 
Find the right word to fit this sentence: David ___ cartoons (walks, sleeps, eats, drinks, likes) 
Sentence substitution: The girl enjoyed eating chocolate (use the following words to change the sentence in one way
or another: boy, disliked, melted) 
 
Tenses 
Children can practise writing one sentence using a variety of tenses. 
He is playing in the park (Present). 
This morning, he played in the park or he went to the park and played all day (Past). 
He would like to play in the park (Future). 
They can also familiarise themselves with spelling rules related to tenses such adding 'ing' or 'ed' to the end of the 
base verb. 
work > working > worked 
play > playing > played 
open > opening > opened 
 
Punctuation 
Work together with children to create child-friendly definitions of the following elements of punctuation. 
Full stop: Goes at the end of a sentence. 
Exclamation marks: Adds emphasis to a word (Wow!) or phrase (That was terrible!) 
Commas: Mainly used in lists (apples, bananas, pears) or two separate clauses (Mary walked to the party, but she 
was unable to walk home) 
 
Classes of Words 
Children can write a sentence to explain each class of word. 
Noun: A word like table, dog, teacher, England etc. A noun is the name of an object, concept, person or place. A 
"concrete noun" is something you can see or touch, like a person or car. An "abstract noun" is something that you 
cannot see or touch, like a decision or happiness. Try some examples for verbs or adjectives. 
 
Tracy Hoey 
Assistant Principal 

 
 



 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

  CONFIRMATION  
 
 Please keep in your prayers the students from the parish and school who are preparing to receive the 

Sacrament of Confirmation, on Tuesday 29th October at 7pm Mass. 
 

 
 By tradition, the Catholic Church dedicates each month of the year to a 
certain devotion. The month of October is dedicated to the holy rosary, 
one of the best known of all Catholic devotions. October includes the 
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary (October 7). The best way to celebrate 
the month is, of course, to pray the rosary, but these additional prayers 
can be incorporated into our daily prayers during this month, too. 
  
The feast was introduced by Pope St. Pius V (1504-1572) in the year 

1571 to commemorate the miraculous victory of the Christian forces in the Battle of Lepanto on October 7, 
1571. The Pope attributed to the "arms" of the Rosary than the power of cannons and the valor of the soldiers 
who fought there. 
 
Legend tells us that the Rosary as a form of prayer was given to St. Dominic (1170- 1221) by Mary, the 
Mother of Our Lord, who entrusted it to him as an aid in the conflicts with the Albigensians. 
In this month of October, let us consider this beautiful prayer of the Rosary as a means that we too can use in 
order to draw closer to Jesus and Mary by meditating on the great mysteries of our salvation.  
 
 
NEW RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CURRICULUM 
Students in all grades are currently engaging in new cycles of work during Religious Education lessons. The 
curriculum differs from how it has been previously taught as the prior knowledge of students is articulated and used 
as a starting point for learning. Each cycle has a main question that replaces a title. This question as in 
Mathematics , Science, Geography or History is fairly open ended and broad. The question is sometimes referred 
to as the driving or inquiry question and allows student wonderings (questions they might have) to be explored as 
part of the learning.  
The new cycle provides an opportunity for teachers to craft work that is particular to groups of children with the 
overall aim of having the opportunity to deepen the knowledge and make connections with the Catholic traditions 
and practices of faith - what we believe, how we celebrate, live and pray.  
Below are photos of the students engaging in their lessons. Year 4 are reflecting on images related to a relationship 
with God and prayer life. Year 2 are discussing and recording bible passages they love and know. Year 6 are 
assisting Kindergarten in recording and deepening their thinking about how they can help others like Jesus. 
 

 
 

 

http://catholicism.about.com/b/2007/10/07/our-lady-of-the-rosary.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/prayers/ht/Pray_the_Rosary.htm


 

 
 
MASSES 
Parents and friends are welcome to attend mass with the school and parish next term.  
              Week 3 Wednesday 30th October               Week 4 Wednesday 6th November 
               9.15am Years 1 and 2 Mass                                    9.15am Year 5  Mass  
               Ordinary time 30                                                       Ordinary time 31 
 

 
FEAST DAYS 
28th October     Sts Simon and Jude 
1st November   All  Saints 
2nd November  All Souls Day 
4th November   St Charles Borromeo 
 
 
                O Lord, Bless our school; 
                That working together, 
                praying together, 
                and playing together, 
                we may learn to serve you 
                and to serve one another. 
 
  
                          Drawing by Jayden Mokdassi 2F 
 
                                                                                                                                      Yours in Christ, 
                                                                                                                                             Wardeh Khoury 
 

 
 

2020 KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION EVENING  

A reminder to all parents who have a child starting Kindergarten next year that we will be holding our 
Kindergarten Information Evening commencing at 6:30pm on Wednesday 6th November in the 
Parish/School Hall. At this meeting we will go through important details regarding the upcoming 
Kindergarten Orientation Days and next year. We look forward to seeing all 2020 Kindergarten 
parents on the night.  Please note there have been some changes to the format of the evening from 
previously presented information sessions. 

 
 

COURTESY WHEN PARKING  CLOTHING POOL  SCHOOL HATS  

Reminder to all parents - Please be 
considerate of the Church, Parish 
House and our neighbours by not 
parking in or across any driveways.  

 St Patrick’s Clothing Pool will be 
open on Monday 28th October 2019 

at 8.15am. 
 

If you have any items to donate 
please send them to the office. 

Thank you 

 Just a reminder as we come into 
the summer months that all 
students are to wear a school hat 
during play and sports times as part 
of the school’s commitment to sun 
safety.  Many hats are in lost 
property with no name on them. 
Please remember to label your 
child(ren)’s clothing, especially hats 
that rub off quite quickly due to 
sweat and continual wear.  New 
school hats are available for 
purchase at the school office for 
$15. 

 
 
 



 

OPEN CLASSROOMS 

All grades have moved into their new learning spaces, including Kindergarten to Year 3 who 
have moved into our newly built classrooms.  All parents and grandparents are invited to 
attend an open morning on FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER from 9am to 10am to see the new 
learning spaces that your children will be working in for the remainder of the year.  
Our students and staff are very excited to share their new spaces. 

 

BUILDING UPDATE 

During the recent school holidays the demolition of the old administration building commenced and will 
continue until mid next week. In addition, the shade structure was taken down in preparation for the demolition 
of the next stage of the building program.  
 
The following will take place over the upcoming fifteen months... 
Term 4 2019 

● construction of an open play space outside administration office on old administration block site (synthetic grass 
& grass) - CURRENT 

● delivery of containers for sports equipment & clothing pool (behind hall) - MID NOVEMBER 
● temporary canteen & toilet installed in playground (location - along the back of the presbytery fence) - LATE 

NOVEMBER 
● fencing off of Stage 3 building site (note at this point the staff car park will not be able to be used) - LATE 

NOVEMBER 
● demolition of Stage 3 building site (requested this be completed by 25 January 2020) - COMMENCE 1 

DECEMBER 
2020 

● construction of Stage 3 building site (new Kindergarten, Year 5 & 6, library, RFF spaces, professional learning 
room, leadership office & counselling room) 

● construction of outdoor spaces including the area around the hall 
 
We are currently working towards trying to have the whole school in the new learning spaces on the school 
site by the commencement of the 2021 school year. 

 
 

WELLBEING 

At St Patrick’s we are making a difference by being Safe, Respectful Learners. Together the whole school                 
community can have a positive effect on students when we are consistent and work hand in hand to develop a                    
positive, safe and supportive learning environment. 
One of the ways we are working to strengthen a positive environment is through the ‘Peer Support’ program                  
where the Year 6 students are teaching and supporting the younger students across the school to say ‘no to                   
bullying’  

 
The Peer Support program provides students with a supportive environment where children and young people               
develop skills, understandings, attitudes and strategies to improve their mental, social and emotional             
wellbeing. The students are encouraged to identify their own strengths and then discuss what is respectful and                 
what are unhealthy behaviours and how strategies, including talking to staff and parents can help.  

 
 



 
 

St Patrick’s Guildford Term 4 Planner 2019 
 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT/SUN 

1 
 

14/10 
 
8:35am Assembly  

15/10 
 
St Pauls Orientation 
Day & Evening 

16/10 
Cerdon Orientation Day  
Oz Tag League Gala Day - Years 
3-6 
8:35am Penance - 2A 
9:15am Mass -Year  6 

17/10 
 
 
 

18/10 
 
 

19/10 
 
 
20/10 
 

2 
 
 

21/10 
 
8:35am Assembly  

22/10 
1:30pm AYPAC - The 
Australian Youth 
Performance 
Company 
performance (K-6) 
7pm Parent Group 
mtg  

23/10 
 
Sporting Skills Program - Yrs 3 - 
6 (Guildford Park) 
8:35am Penance 2C 
9:15am Mass -Years 3 & 4 

24/10 25/10 
World Teachers’ 
Day 

26/10 
 
 
 
27/10 
 

3 
 
 
 

28/10  
 

8:35am Assembly  
 

29/10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Confirmation 

30/10 
Sporting Skills Program - Yrs 3 - 
6 (Guildford Park) 
8:35am Penance 2F 
9-10am & 6-7pm  Parent 
Reading Information Session 
9:15am Mass -Years 1 & 2 

31/10 
 

1/11 
All Saints Day  
 
9:15am All Saints 
Day Mass 
 
 

2/11 
All Souls Day 
 
3/11 
 

4 
 

4/11 
 
8:35am Assembly  
 
 

 

5/11 
 
Melbourne Cup  

6/11 
Sporting Skills Program - Yrs 3 - 
6 (Guildford Park) 
 
9:15am Mass -Year 5 
 
6:30pm Kindergarten 2020 
Information evening 

7/11 
 
 

8/11 
9-10am Open 
Classrooms  
 

9/11 
 
 
10/11 

5 
 

11/11 
Remembrance Day 
 
8:35am Assembly  
 

12/11 
 
 

13/11 
Sporting Skills Program - Yrs 3 - 
6 (Guildford Park) 
 
8:45-10am Kindergarten 2020 
Orientation Day - Group 1 - Day 
1 

14/11 
 
8:45-10am Kindergarten 
2020 Orientation Day - 
Group 1 - Day 2 

15/11 16/11 
 
 
 
17/11 

6 
 

18/11 
8:35am Assembly  
 

19/11 
 
 

20/11 
Sporting Skills Program - Yrs 3 - 
6 (Guildford Park) 
 
8:45-10am Kindergarten 2020 
Orientation Day - Group 2 - Day 
1 
 

21/10 
 
8:45-10am Kindergarten 
2020 Orientation Day - 
Group 2 - Day 2 
 

22/10 23/10 
 
 
 
24/10 
 

7 25/11 
School Dentist  
 
8:35am Assembly  

26/11 
School Dentist  
 
 

27/11 
School Dentist  
 
Sporting Skills Program - Yrs 3 - 
6 (Guildford Park) 
 
 
8:35am Penance 6KM 
9:15am Mass - Kinder 
 

28/11 
School Dentist  
 

29/11 
 
 

30/11 
 
1/12 
 
1st Sunday of 
Advent 

8  2/12 
St Patrick’s 
Swimming Carnival @ 
Merrylands Pool 
 
 

3/12 
 

4/12 
 
Sporting Skills Program - Yrs 3 - 
6 (Guildford Park) 
 
9:15am End of Year 
Thanksgiving Mass 
 

5/12 
 
8:45am Penance 6R 
10:45am Penance 6A 
 

6/12 
 

 

14/9 
 
15/9 
 
2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

9 
 

9/12 
8:35am Assembly  
 
 
 

10/12 
 
 
 

11/12 
 
Semester 2 Reports Sent Home 
 

12/12 
End of the Year Awards 
and Parent Helper 
Morning Tea 

13/12 
 
 

14/12 
 
15/12 
3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

10 
 
 

16/12 
Promotions 
Year 6 Graduation 
Ceremony 
 

17/12 
Year 6 Guard of 
Honour 
 
 

18/12 
Last Day of Term 4 

19/12 
 
Staff Development Day 

20/12 
 

21/12 
 
22/12 
4th Sunday of 
Advent 

Dates subject to change 
 


